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So, I want to start with a confession today. When 

the idea was presented to our preaching planning 

team, to kick things off this fall with a sermon series 

on Revelation I was reluctant about the idea. 

Revelation is filled with all sorts of strange imagery. 

It’s meaning can be difficult to understand, and 

people have all sorts of thoughts and ideas about 

what Revelation is saying and how it applies to us 

today. So it seemed to me that this would be quite a 

formidable challenge to take on, ripe with 

opportunities for confusion and disagreement and 

disunity in the Church. But I eventually came 

around to the idea because the team, in their 

wisdom, didn’t let go of it, and I am grateful that 

they didn’t because so far, I have found that 

studying the book of Revelation these past few 

weeks has been so interesting and inspiring. I hope 

that’s been the case for you too. I hope that this 

series has already started to help you to see 

Revelation in a new light. 

 

We titled this series Unveiling Hope, and if you 

haven’t caught a vision yet for the hope that 

Revelation has to offer us, I pray that today you will 

begin to see it. As Paul has explained the past 

couple of weeks, Revelation is the last book in the 

Bible, and has a reputation of being a book about 

“the Apocalypse”. This is understandable, because it 

is apocalyptic literature, and the word Revelation is 

actually just our English translation of the Greek 

word, Apocalypsis. 

 

In our day, the word Apocalypse has taken on a 

specific meaning, and ideas about the Apocalypse 

have captured our imagination in television and 

literature, which depict dark and devastating 

disasters that threaten to bring about the end of the 

world. But in biblical times, Apocalypse meant 

something different. It did not mean end times, 

destruction and hopelessness. An apocalypse was an 

unveiling. Pulling back the curtain. Lifting the 

cover. Revealing something that was previously 

hidden or unseen. And specifically, in the Bible, the 

word apocalypse is used to describe an unveiling of 

a previously unseen spiritual reality, a glimpse of 

God’s perspective, that can transform us and how 

we view the world. I hope this understanding of 

apocalypse has started to take root for us all over the 

past few weeks. 

 

The Bible is full of apocalypses. Apocalyptic 

literature is found in the book of Isaiah, and in 

Daniel, but there are also apocalypse moments 

embedded in the stories told throughout the Bible. 

One of my favourites is the Apostle Paul, on the 

road to Damascus. Paul had been persecuting 

Christians, but in an Apocalyptic moment, God 

pulled back the curtain, and revealed the risen 

Christ, Jesus, to Paul, and Paul was forever changed 

because of this eternal perspective. A persecutor 

became an apostle. This is the power of an 

apocalypse. This is the power that a revelation of 

Jesus Christ can have in our lives. Are we ready for 

it? 

 

Darrell Johnson, author of Discipleship on the Edge, 

a book that we are leaning into throughout this 

series, has suggested that “no other book helps us 

see Jesus as He is right now as clearly and 

compellingly” as Revelation does. As I began to 

study, I wasn’t sure that I would agree with this 

conclusion. As a colleague of mine pointed out, 

surely the Gospels must provide the clearest picture 

of who Jesus is? The accounts that carefully 

recorded the life and ministry of Jesus. That sounds 

logical, right? But as I’ve delved into Revelation 

over the past few weeks, I have been brought to my 

knees in awe and worship, because of the powerful 

way that this book reveals Jesus. I have come to 

understand that while the gospels reveal so much 

about the character, teachings, life, death, and 

resurrection of Jesus, it is in the book of Revelation 

that we find a stunning picture of Jesus’ place in the 

cosmos, and His role in the full span of history, 

beginning, middle and end. The Gospels reveal the 

earthly side of the mission Jesus lived out. 

Revelation pulls back the curtain to show us the 

fullness of all that Christ has accomplished. All that 



has happened, is happening, and will happen, in the 

Kingdom of Heaven. 

   

The chapters that we are going to look at today, 

chapters 4 and 5, are an incredible example of this 

unveiling, and I’m so excited to talk about them 

today. Chapters 4 and 5 are probably the most read 

and quoted chapters of all of Revelation because 

they are filled with powerful words of worship. We 

sang some of them today: 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord God almighty.  

 

But these words of worship on their own, are not 

what makes chapters 4 and 5 so spectacular. What 

makes these chapters so spectacular, is what I’m 

going to call: the weird stuff. If you’re familiar with 

Revelation 4 and 5, you know what I’m talking 

about. And if you’ve actually never read Revelation, 

this is going to sound especially strange to you. 

Here’s a quick summary of some of what we find in 

these particular chapters. Creatures covered in eyes. 

A sea of glass. Elders with crowns. Jewels. Angles, 

a throne, a rainbow, a scroll, a lion, and a 

slaughtered lamb. So many strange and confusing 

images. What can it all mean? I’ll be honest, there 

have been many times where I have been content to 

set all of that strangeness aside, and just worship 

God with these beautiful words of Scripture:  

 

Revelation 4:11 

Holy, holy, holy, 

You are worthy, O Lord our God 

To receive glory and honor and power. 

For you created all things 

But the truth is, if we do this, if we ignore the 

strange and confusing imagery found in these 

chapters, we will miss the profound richness of all 

that Revelation has to offer. So, let’s take a closer 

look: I’m going to start by reading the first 8 verses 

of chapter 4 to you now. And I want to invite you to 

step into John’s shoes for a moment, and engage 

your imagination as you listen to these words: 

 

Revelation 4:1-8 

Then as I looked, I saw a door standing 

open in heaven, and the same voice I had 

heard before spoke to me like a trumpet 

blast. The voice said, “Come up here, and I 

will show you what must happen after 

this.” And instantly I was in the Spirit, and 

I saw a throne in heaven and someone 

sitting on it. The one sitting on the throne 

was as brilliant as gemstones—like jasper 

and carnelian. And the glow of an emerald 

circled his throne like a rainbow. Twenty-

four thrones surrounded him, and twenty-

four elders sat on them. They were all 

clothed in white and had gold crowns on 

their heads.  From the throne came flashes 

of lightning and the rumble of thunder. And 

in front of the throne were seven torches 

with burning flames. This is the sevenfold 

Spirit of God. In front of the throne was a 

shiny sea of glass, sparkling like crystal. 

In the center and around the throne were 

four living beings, each covered with eyes, 

front and back. The first of these living 

beings was like a lion; the second was like 

an ox; the third had a human face; and the 

fourth was like an eagle in flight. Each of 

these living beings had six wings, and their 

wings were covered all over with eyes, 

inside and out. Day after day and night 

after night they keep on saying, 

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God, the 

Almighty— 

    the one who always was, who is, and 

who is still to come” 

Alright. So are we agreed? That got weird, right? So 

what can this all mean? 

 

Let’s start by reminding ourselves of the context 

these words were written in. John wrote Revelation 

at a time in history where the followers of Jesus 

were under intense threat of persecution. And John, 

at the time, was imprisoned on an island because he 

had refused to worship the Emperor Domitian. In a 

moment where he himself was worshipping, he had 

this apocalypse moment. Where God pulled back 

the curtain to reveal the unseen spiritual reality of 

that moment. The door to Heaven stood open, and 

John saw this incredible vision of the heavenly 

throne room. 

   

When I was much younger, based on this chapter of 

Revelation, I used to think that when I went to 



Heaven, I would literally be worshipping alongside 

unusual creatures covered in eyes. I’ve always loved 

music, and worship and the joy of joining our voices 

together in the church to praise God, but I wasn’t 

sure what to think about this image of heavenly 

worship found in Revelation. 

 

But as Paul mentioned at the start of the series, 

apocalyptic literature is filled with symbolism and 

imagery. It’s not necessarily literal. But it is 

powerful. And filled with amazing truths. This vivid 

imagery can capture our imagination and help us 

grasp things so profound and magnificent that they 

transcend our usual words and images. 

 

This past week, I found myself on a trail of 

YouTube videos (I know, such a spiritual way to 

spend my time right?). I was watching these videos 

of people who were colour blind, receiving a pair of 

specialized glasses, that enabled them to see the 

colour in the world around more clearly. Have you 

seen these videos? I LOVE them. I’m not kidding, I 

was sitting there in front of my laptop, moved to 

tears by these videos. Now, admittedly, there is 

some debate about what happens when people use 

these glasses. It’s not exactly that they go from 

seeing black and white to colour. It’s more like their 

ability to view the colours around them is less 

differentiated. Duller. Incomplete. And for some 

people, the glasses can bring greater clarity and 

contrast and vibrancy to the colours around them. 

One man was captivated by how the glasses 

stunningly transformed his wife’s eyes. In all their 

years together, he had never realized the complexity 

of their colour before. Most people couldn’t even 

speak, they were so overwhelmed by the experience 

that all they could do was fall into the arms of their 

loved ones and sob.  

 

Such an amazing example of the way that our view 

of reality is sometimes limited.  Dull. Lacking a full 

awareness of all that is happening around us. We 

miss so much and we don’t even realize it. These 

glasses illuminated and brought into focus the 

reality of colour for the people in these videos. But 

there is something similar about the book of 

Revelation, isn’t there? It opens up a new layer of 

reality for us to see. Through Revelation, God 

apocalypses the present moment, opening our eyes 

to the vibrant, hope-filled reality that exists. A 

compelling and powerful picture of all that is 

happening in the Kingdom of Heaven. 

 

But to understand it, we need to be able to make 

sense of it. And I know that is no easy task. All this 

imagery and symbolism has left itself open to all 

sorts of interpretations. And many people 

throughout history have claimed to have cracked the 

code, so to speak. People approach it from all 

directions. Some believing that it is describing 

things that have already happened. Some believing 

that it speaks to our current reality. And some 

believing that it is describing things that have not 

yet come to be. So who is right? I’m not going to 

make any sweeping declarations about that today, 

but I appreciate the way that the Bible Project words 

it: perhaps everyone has their thumb on something 

here. Revelation has something to offer for every 

generation. 

 

As we embark on this journey to seek to understand 

it, I believe the best question we can start with, is 

one that we learned in our summer series on 

misunderstanding Scripture. The question is this: 

What would the audience John was writing to have 

known? Remember, Revelation isn’t just 

apocalyptic literature, it is also a letter to the seven 

churches. So how would they have heard and 

understood this text? What meaning would these 

images have had to them, that we might not be 

aware of? Rather than trying to fabricate our own 

decoder, perhaps we should look at what was 

already in place that the early readers of this text 

would have understood. To do this, we can consider 

culture, politics, the people’s familiarity with 

apocalyptic literature, and most importantly, 

Scripture. Using Scripture to help interpret Scripture 

is a powerful tool for understanding the Bible, 

because there are many themes and ideas that echo 

through the books of the Bible, and Revelation is no 

exception: there are many images found in 

Revelation that John’s audience would have 

recognized. Today, we won’t have time to go over 

every image in this passage, but I’ll try to highlight 

as much as I can. So, with all of this in mind, let’s 

revisit chapter 4: 

 

Revelation 4:2b-3 

I saw a throne in heaven and someone 

sitting on it.  The one sitting on the throne 

was as brilliant as gemstones—like jasper 

and carnelian. And the glow of an emerald 

circled his throne like a rainbow. 



The throne imagery is incredibly important. It is 

actually the number one image found throughout 

Revelation, and is mentioned 47 times. Thankfully, I 

think this throne imagery is reasonably accessible to 

us. We understand what a throne represents: Power 

and authority to reign and to rule. The people in 

John’s day would have had a context for this, they 

were ruled over by an Emperor on a throne, who 

reigned with abusive power and might. Today, we 

also have context for this idea of a throne. There’s a 

throne room in London England that has recently 

shifted power, right? With Queen Elizabeth’s 

passing, King Charles the third has now taken the 

throne. We understand the meaning of a throne. But 

a throne in Heaven, that is something different.  

Something more. A symbol of authority far grander 

than the scope of any earthly kingdom. The throne 

in Revelation is the throne of Heaven. The very 

centre of authority for all of Heaven and earth. 

 

And this is where we get our first glimpse of the 

hope that Revelation unveils. The throne is not 

empty. Here, John does not come right out and say 

who it is who is sitting on the throne, it is as if he 

cannot find the words. He describes the One sitting 

on the throne to be as brilliant as gemstones. It is 

John’s attempt to describe the indescribable 

brilliance of God. And if we jump to verse 5, it says 

that: 

Revelation 4:5 

 From the throne came flashes of lightning 

and the rumble of thunder. 

This lightning and thunder echoes Exodus 19:16, 

when God was present on the top of mount Sinai. 

Exodus describes how: 
 

 …there was thunder and lightning, with a thick 

cloud over the mountain, and a very loud trumpet 

blast. 

 

This imagery strongly connects to the idea of God’s 

presence. And in case we still have any doubt about 

who is on the throne, the worshippers surrounding 

the throne in verse 8 confirm it as they sing: 

 

 Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord God Almighty. 

 

God is still on the throne. This is good news. This 

is hopeful news. Throughout history, humanity has 

faced many challenges. Wars. Famine. Plagues. 

Poverty. Natural Disasters. Many things on this list 

are familiar to the world in our time too. And 

throughout our personal lives, we have also faced 

many challenges. Grief and loss, broken 

relationships, sickness, disappointments, failures 

and mistakes. And every generation has had their 

moments of looking at the brokenness around them 

and wondering…where is God? Has He left us? Has 

He given up on His plan? Has the Lord Almighty 

abandoned His post? Revelation shows us the 

answer. No.  

 

When we look around at the reality that we can see, 

things may look dire at times. But things are not as 

they seem. Unveil what is happening in Heaven and 

you’ll see: God is firmly seated and established, 

God is still enthroned in the heavenly realm. 

Interestingly, there are other thrones in this heavenly 

throne room as well. Did you catch that?  

 

Revelation 4:4 

 Twenty-four thrones surrounded him, and twenty-

four elders sat on them. They were all clothed in 

white and had gold crowns on their heads.  

 

If you look at pictures of the royal throne room in 

Buckingham Palace, you’ll notice that there are 

other thrones in the room as well. Not as important 

as the center throne, but thrones nonetheless. 

Thrones intended to seat people of significance who 

are supporting the monarchy. People who hold 

important responsibilities to help the King or Queen 

reign. Many believe that the significance of the 24 

thrones surrounding God in the throne room is that 

24 represents two groups of 12. The 12 tribes of 

Israel, and the 12 Apostles, ultimately representing 

God’s people, before and after the coming of Christ. 

All of redeemed humanity, worshipping God, and 

reigning with Him. Next we have this image:  

 

Revelation 4:5 

And in front of the throne were seven 

torches with burning flames. This is the 

sevenfold Spirit of God.  

This is a unique moment in Revelation where John 

actually explains the symbolism, which tells us that 

this is important. We might have been able to figure 

it out on our own though, because fire imagery is 

used throughout the Bible to represent the presence 

of the Spirit of God. The tongues of fire that 

descended on the disciples at Pentecost comes 

quickly to mind. And if you’ve been with us the past 



couple of weeks, you already know, the number 

seven has special significance in Scripture, 

representing completeness. So seven torches with 

burning flames, representing the sevenfold Spirit of 

God, conveys the idea that God’s Spirit is fully and 

completely present in the throne room. 

Next I want to look at these creatures described in 

verses 6-8: 

Revelation 4:6-8 

In front of the throne was a shiny sea of 

glass, sparkling like crystal. 

In the center and around the throne were 

four living beings, each covered with eyes, 

front and back. The first of these living 

beings was like a lion; the second was like 

an ox; the third had a human face; and the 

fourth was like an eagle in flight. Each of 

these living beings had six wings, and their 

wings were covered all over with eyes, 

inside and out. Day after day and night 

after night they keep on saying, 

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God, the 

Almighty— 

    the one who always was, who is, and who 

is still to come.” 

Four living beings, like a lion, like an ox, like a 

human face, and like an eagle in flight. There is an 

ancient Jewish Rabbinic teaching that says: 

“There are four mighty creatures. The mightiest 

among the birds is the eagle, the mightiest among 

domestic animals is the ox, the mightiest among the 

wild animals is the lion, the mightiest of them all is 

man; and God has taken all these and secured them 

to his throne” – Rabbi Abihu 

 

This teaching leads many to believe that the four 

living beings in Revelation 4 represent the whole of 

creation. 

   

And so we have in this chapter, a glimpse of heaven, 

With God enthroned at the center, in all of His 

indescribable brilliance and glory, with the complete 

presence of the Spirit, surrounded by all of 

redeemed humanity, who are bowed down in 

worship. 

 

Spectacular. What a spectacular picture of the 

kingdom of heaven. 

 

As I read through those familiar words of worship 

this week: Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord God 

Almighty, I couldn’t help but think of a North Park 

family that I know is going through a season of 

grief. This afternoon, right here at North Park, we’ll 

be hosting a Celebration of Life for Murray Coles. 

Murray recently passed away after a long battle with 

cancer. He has a long history here at North Park. 

Not only did he serve as a missionary, and as the 

chair of our elder board a few decades ago, he also 

impacted many lives, through years of faithful 

mentorship. And he was deeply theological. I 

thought of Murray this week, as I read Revelation 4, 

because his favourite worship song was the well 

loved hymn, Holy, Holy, Holy. As he prepared for 

the eternal life ahead of him, even though it wasn’t 

easy to imagine leaving his family and friends, I 

know that he was also eager and ready to step 

beyond the veil, and into the full and complete 

presence of God in Heaven. Perhaps he had 

Revelation 4 on his mind as he anticipated what lay 

ahead of him. But the hope that Murray held to was 

anchored into more than just a picture of worship. 

 

As you picture this throne room scene, with the full 

presence of the Spirit, and all of creation 

worshipping the Almighty God, have you noticed 

yet that there’s something missing? Remember, I 

began today by saying that this unveiling would 

reveal Jesus to us in a powerful and life-

transforming way. Revelation 4 has merely set the 

stage for what comes next. 

  

If we read on to chapter 5, it tells us that there is a 

scroll in the right hand of the One who was sitting 

on the throne. covered in writing, and sealed with 

seven seals. We’re going to learn more about the 

scroll and the seven seals next week, so I won’t say 

too much about it today, but we do need to know 

this: the scroll is the scroll of history. God’s plan for 

all of creation: 

 

As Darrell Johnson describes it, the scroll contains 

“God’s plan for bringing the purpose of creation to 

it’s intended fulfillment.” At this moment in the 

vision, the plan is secure in the right hand of God, 

but it is sealed completely. A cry goes out to the 

ends of the earth: “Who is worthy to break the seals 

on the scroll and open it?” But there is no one. 



John weeps bitterly “because no one was found 

worthy to open the scroll and read it”.  

 

Let’s pause here to imagine John for a moment, 

exiled because of his faithfulness to Jesus, 

imprisoned at a time where the Church was facing 

intense persecution. Imagine the longing that must 

have been in his heart, to know the fullness of God’s 

plan. To have renewed hope in the midst of the 

hardships of his time, to know that a good ending 

was coming. 

 

I know that many of us have faced hardships in our 

lives, but I think if we’re being honest, for most of 

us here, it is difficult to truly understand what John 

must have felt in this moment. But I know that there 

are some in our church community who do. Through 

our refugee ministry at North Park we have 

welcomed families to Canada who experienced 

persecution for their Christian faith in the countries 

that they were born in. We have incredible men and 

women of faith, right here in our midst, who were 

willing to risk everything to remain faithful to God. 

People who endangered their lives for the sake of 

gathering in secret with other believers to worship 

together. People who faced imprisonment for their 

faith. People who had to leave everything behind, all 

because of their deep love for Jesus. Most of us here 

have not faced anything like this. Most of us cannot 

say that our decision to follow Jesus has been costly 

to us. But these amazing men and women stand 

shoulder to shoulder with John, and can understand 

in a unique way, the longing he must have felt to see 

the scroll unsealed. To see the unveiling of God’s 

plan in all of it’s fullness, a plan that would address, 

once and for all, the brokenness of our world. 

 

John did not weep for long, because one of the 24 

elders said to him: 

 

Revelation 5:5 

But one of the twenty-four elders said to 

me, “Stop weeping! Look, the Lion of the 

tribe of Judah, the heir to David’s 

throne, has won the victory. He is worthy 

to open the scroll and its seven seals.” 

Is this imagery familiar to you? The Lion of Judah, 

the heir to David’s throne? This is biblical language 

that talks about lineage. About one who came from 

the tribe of Judah, David, and Solomon. And in case 

you haven’t already figured it out, the Lion of Judah 

is Jesus. 

 

This is a compelling image of Christ, isn’t it? An 

amazing image that captures a sense of His immense 

power to subdue the enemy. A lion seems like a 

good choice for this moment. One who is strong and 

mighty to break the seals and open the scroll. But 

that wasn’t the question, was it? They didn’t say, 

who is strong enough? They asked “Who is 

worthy?” As John turned back towards the Throne 

of Heaven, he would have expected to see a Lion, 

just as the elder had described, but instead, he “… 

saw a Lamb that looked as if it had been 

slaughtered, Revelation 5:6a 

 

The image of a lamb would also be familiar to the 

readers of John’s letter, because it is also found 

throughout Scripture. In Egypt, the Jewish people 

marked their doorposts with the blood of the lamb, 

and this sign spared them from destruction. The 

Mosaic Law instructed the people of Israel to 

sacrifice a lamb to make atonement for their sin. 

Then Isaiah 53:7 used this same lamb imagery to 

prophesy about Jesus, saying that: 

 

Isaiah 53:7 

He was oppressed and treated harshly, 

    yet he never said a word. 

He was led like a lamb to the slaughter. 

    And as a sheep is silent before the 

shearers, 

    he did not open his mouth. 

And then, in the New Testament, John the Baptist (a 

different John from the Bible), described Jesus as: 

 

John 1:29 

The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of 

the world! 

Now we come to Revelation, this apocalypse, this 

unveiling, revealing Jesus, the Lamb of God, who 

takes away the sins of the world. I especially love 

that the word John uses for lamb actually translates 

best as “little lamb”. So, John turns to see, not a 

mighty Lion arriving in power and strength, but a 

little lamb, that appears as if it has been slaughtered. 

What can this mean? 

 

Well, I hate to say it, but in Chapter 5, we once 

again come upon some unusual imagery. I’ll bet 



when you picture a little lamb, it does not look like 

the lamb described in Revelation. This lamb has 

seven eyes, and seven horns. Yikes! No one is 

petting that lamb at the zoo, right? 

 

But the seven eyes are explained in the passage, as 

representing: “the sevenfold spirit of God that is sent 

out into every part of the earth (5:6). John is, once 

again, ensuring that we don’t miss that the Spirit is 

fully present. This is a great reminder of how 

Revelation 4 and 5 are deeply Trinitarian. What do I 

mean by that? I mean that we see a picture here of 

the complete fullness of who God is, Father, Son, 

and Spirit. If we look at another translation of verse 

6: 

Revelation 5:6 NIV 

Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had 

been slain, standing at the center of the 

throne. 

Jesus, at the center of the throne. Jesus, with the 

sevenfold Spirit of God, the complete presence of 

the Spirit, standing at the center of the throne, where 

God Almighty sits. The triune God, Father, Son, and 

Spirit. Fully present and enthroned, amidst all of 

redeemed humanity and creation. Just let that sink in 

for a moment. It’s a powerful image. 

 

Now what about the horns? In Scripture, animal 

horns, used for fighting, protection, and securing 

dominance, became symbols of strength, power, and 

victory. Jesus has also been described in the New 

Testament as the horn of salvation, a powerful 

deliverer. And remember, seven represents 

completeness. So this little lamb, appearing as if 

slaughtered, comes with seven horns. What appears 

to us as weakness is actually complete, victorious 

strength. What had such strength to overcome sin 

and death and evil? What was required to be worthy 

of unveiling God’s plan for all of history? It was the 

power of sacrificial love. 

 

The ultimate power over sin and death is 

sacrificial love. 

 

Because of this, in John’s vision, it was the little 

lamb, bearing the scars of suffering and death, who 

was worthy to accomplish the task. 

 

 

 

 

Revelation 5:7-8 

He stepped forward and took the scroll 

from the right hand of the one sitting on the 

throne. And when he took the scroll, the 

four living beings and the twenty-four 

elders fell down before the Lamb.  

In this moment, there was an eruption of worship. 

And Revelation tells us that they sang a new song: 

Revelation 5:9-10 

“You are worthy to take the scroll 

    and break its seals and open it. 

For you were slaughtered, and your blood 

has ransomed people for God 

    from every tribe and language and 

people and nation. 
 And you have caused them to become 

    a Kingdom of priests for our God. 

    And they will reign on the earth. 

And then the voices of thousands and millions of 

angels around the throne joined the living beings 

and the elders in a mighty chorus. And then every 

creature in Heaven and on earth and under the earth 

and in the sea joins in. This eruption of heavenly 

worship is powerful. All of redeemed humanity, all 

of the angels, and all of creation, worshipping the 

Lord. Imagine. 

 

As I close today, I want us to just pause and think 

about how we understand this incredible moment of 

worship. Does this heavenly throne room exist far 

away from us, up there, in Heaven? In the clouds 

somewhere? The Kingdom of Heaven is not far 

away. The Kingdom of Heaven is near. It exists here 

on earth, anywhere that God is reigning. Anywhere 

that God is on the throne. We pray for this spiritual 

reality to take hold more and more in our world 

every time we pray the Lord’s prayer: your 

Kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is 

in Heaven. This is the heart of God’s plan: to bring 

the Kingdom of Heaven to earth. To restore all of 

creation. 

 

John experienced this apocalyptic vision while in 

exile because he refused to worship anyone else but 

God. And he experienced this apocalypse in a 

moment of personal worship.  Worshipping God, in 

the Spirit, on the Lord’s day, exiled and alone, or so 

he thought…until God pulled back the curtain to 

reveal that John was worshipping alongside all 



creation. Worshipping alongside all of redeemed 

humanity.  

 

Revelation 4 and 5 is an apocalyptic vision of the 

spiritual reality that was true not only for John, but 

is also true for us today! As we gather this morning, 

there is more to this present moment than what we 

can perceive through our five senses. There is a 

spiritual reality that we are participating in every 

time we join our voices in worshipping God.  

Through these chapters of Revelation, God has 

pulled back the curtain to unveil hope, to unveil the 

truth that God is still on the throne. That the 

Kingdom of Heave is near. And that Jesus’ 

sacrificial love has powerfully overcome. God’s 

plan is secure. It is decided. And Christ has come to 

open the way. 

 

Hallelujah! Amen! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Points to Ponder  

Unveiling Hope – A Study of the Book of 

Revelation  

Revelation 4-5 (The Throne/The Lamb) 

 

With a friend, your family or in your small 

group, discuss the following questions.  

1. Revelation 4 and 5 offer some of the most 

well loved and often used words of worship, 

including “Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord God 

Almighty” (Revelation 4:8) and “Worthy is 

the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power 

and wealth and wisdom and strength and 

honor and glory and praise!”. What songs 

come to mind as you read these words? 

What worship songs do you most love, and 

what is it about them that you find so 

meaningful? 

2. Revelation 4 and 5 also contain vivid 

imagery and powerful words to portray all of 

redeemed humanity, and all of creation 

worshipping God. As you read through these 

two chapters, what do you notice? How does 

this passage impact you? What questions do 

you have? What themes and passages found 

throughout the rest of scripture can help to 

make sense of the imagery found in these 

chapters of Revelation? 

3. Throughout this series, we have been 

learning that an apocalypse is an unveiling. 

A pulling back of the curtain to reveal a 

spiritual reality that was previously unseen, 

that has the power to transform the way that 

we see the world. Paul’s conversion on the 

road to Damascus is a great example of this 

(Acts 9). Have you ever had an apocalypse 

moment? A moment where spiritual realities 

came into focus for you in a new way, that 

had the power to change the way that you 

viewed your current circumstances? 

4. John, the author of Revelation, experienced 

this apocalypse moment at a time when 

followers of Jesus were under threat of 

persecution. Christian leaders had been 

martyred, and John was imprisoned on the 

island of Patmos, because of his refusal to 

worship the emperor. In what ways do you 

think this vision of heavenly worship might 

have had the power to offer John, and the 

persecuted church, hope? What hope does it 

offer for us today? 

5. Revelation 4 and 5 unveils the spiritual truth 

that God is still on the throne, and Jesus is at 

the center of it all, victorious, as God’s plan 

to restore all of creation is firmly 

established, and already unfolding. What 

hope does this give to us today, to know that 

in the midst of all the suffering and 

corruption that we see in the world around 

us, God is still enthroned? 

6. Chapter 5 reveals Jesus in a unique way, as a 

slaughtered lamb, worthy of opening up 

God’s plans for all of history, not because of 

his power, but because of his sacrificial love. 

As followers of Jesus, we are reigning with 

him, and are called to live out the mission of 

God to usher in his kingdom here on earth as 

it is in heaven. We do this by living the way 

that Jesus has shown us. In what ways can 

we live out this call towards sacrificial love? 

 

Prayer and Action Item  

Read Chapters 4 and 5 of Revelation out loud, and 

spend some time responding in prayer and worship, 

adding your voices to the heavenly worship 

described in these chapters. Pray for one another out 

of the key points that were discussed. Pray 

especially that God would reveal ways that each of 

you can join in the work of Christ by living out this 

mission of sacrificial love to the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


