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William Miller was born in 1782 in Pittsfield, 

Massachusetts. His dad was a veteran of the 

American Revolution, his mom a homemaker. He 

was raised a Baptist but rejected his faith in his early 

adult years. He was a captain and led a company of 

men in the war of 1812.  

 

It was during Miller’s war years that prompted a 

deep concern with the question of death and the 

afterlife. This led to a profound conversion 

experience and a return to his Baptist roots. He 

studied the Bible with a particular interest in the 

second coming of Christ, the time when Jesus would 

return to earth and then rapture His followers up to 

Heaven.  

  
In 1818, Miller calculated a date for the end of the 

world by using a literal reading of the first few 

chapters of Genesis and other prophecy in the Bible. 

He aligned these things with the numerology 

described in the books of Daniel, Ezekiel, and 

Revelation and became convinced that he could 

determine the exact period of time between the birth 

of Jesus and His second coming.  

Miller predicted that Jesus would return and the 

world would end on October 22, 1844. After 

publishing a book about his theory in 1831, he set 

off on a speaking tour of the Northeast United 

States. Despite many cynics and scoffers, Miller 

steadily gained followers.  They became known as 

"Millerites", and they numbered almost 100,000 

strong by the year 1844. Most of them were from 

the state of Massachusetts and their religious 

meetings had all the emotional passion of tent 

revivals. 

 As the date of the expected doomsday neared, these 

“Millerites” began to give away their belongings. 

They abandoned their crops. They sold their land. 

Why would they need anything? They would soon 

be going to Heaven. The women cut off their hair, 

removed the ruffles from their dresses, gave away 

their jewelry and almost everything else they 

owned. Others broke up all their furniture declaring 

that they would no longer have use for tables, chairs 

or beds. Wanting to be appropriately dressed to meet 

Jesus, the “Millerites” made long white garments for 

themselves that they called their "ascension robes." 

In the spring of 1844, a comet appeared in the night 

sky over Massachusetts. Many saw this as a 

prophetic sign that the end of the world was near.  

This caused more and more people to believe what 

Miller was preaching. In the early morning hours of 

that fateful day that Miller predicted, October 22, 

1844, the “Millerites” donned their robes and 

believing that Jesus would return on a mountaintop, 

they climbed up one of the highest points in 

Massachusetts to await the coming of the Lord. 

Those who couldn’t make it up the mountain 

perched in the branches of trees to be closer to 

Heaven.  

The day came and it went. Jesus did not return. The 

“Millerites” sheepishly made their way down the 

mountain many devastated and now impoverished. 

They had given everything away.  That day became 

known as the Great Disappointment. Many turned 

away from William Miller’s teachings but a portion 

of the “Millerites” continued to believe and chose to 

simply reinterpreted the meaning of his prophetic 

words. Today, it is the Seventh-Day Adventists who 

carry on much of what Miller taught.  

Throughout history we have had many who have 

predicted the coming of Jesus and the end of the 

world. The most recent and most well known to us 

may be Harold Camping, an American evangelist. 

Camping was notorious for issuing a succession of 

failed predictions of when Jesus would return and 

the world would end. He gained a global following 

and millions of dollars in donations. It seems that 

we, as humans have a bit of an appetite for this sort 

of thing.  

In 2005, Camping predicted the second coming of 

Jesus would occur on May 21, 2011. On that date he 
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stated, all the Christians would be taken up to 

Heaven in the rapture and then there would be 5 

months of fire, brimstone and plagues on earth with 

millions of people dying each day culminating on 

October 21, 2011 with the final destruction of the 

world. As the May 21 date approached, Camping 

was inundated with donations which allowed him 

and his organization to spend millions of dollars on 

thousands of billboards plastered with the doomsday 

message.   

Guess what? It is 2022 and we are all still here! The 

mainstream media labeled Camping a false prophet 

and just before his death in 2013, he admitted that 

he no longer believed that anyone could know the 

time of Jesus return and the end of the world. He 

stated that his own attempts to predict a date were 

sinful and his critics were right when they referred 

to Jesus’ words in Matthew. 

Matthew 24:35-36  

Heaven and earth will disappear, but my 

words will never disappear. “However, no 

one knows the day or hour when these 

things will happen, not even the angels in 

heaven or the Son himself.  Only the Father 

knows. 

Although there have been dozens of failed 

doomsday predictions throughout history, we still 

have this intense fascination with when and how 

Jesus will return. Would you agree? We are in the 

final few weeks of a message series we launched in 

September that we entitled, Unveiling Hope. A 

Study in the Book of Revelation. We have been 

getting great feedback from many of you as we have 

tackled the contents of this difficult book of the 

Bible. For some of you, it has shaken what you have 

always understood about the Book of Revelation.  

A couple of weeks ago, I had one dear older woman 

in the church write me a note. She has been 

following along with great interest but she wanted 

me to know that her understanding of Revelation is 

quite different from what we have been teaching 

each week. In her note to me, she enclosed some 

booklets about Revelation that she wanted me to 

read. Just in case I am a little off base. Each booklet 

was around 40 years old.  

Here’s the thing. The Bible that that woman read 40 

years ago and the Bible that we are using today for 

this series has not changed. Do you understand that? 

We have not tinkered with the Bible to make it say 

what we want it to say. However, biblical 

scholarship has changed. We now know more about 

the context, the culture and the literary styles of the 

Bible then ever before and that helps us to gain a 

greater understanding of what is going on in the 

pages of this wonderful book. It helps us to interpret 

it better in light of knowing more about the context 

and the writing style in which it was first written.  

Think of it like this. The basic components of the 

human body have not changed much over the past 

2000 years, would you agree? Yes, we may be a 

little plumper now then in past generations but the 

basics remain the same. We have the ten major 

systems in the body. They include the skeletal, 

muscular, nervous, circulatory, respiratory and 

digestive systems. They have virtually remained the 

same over time but, our research on how the body 

functions has advanced to a point that we have a 

much greater understanding of how it all works 

together.   

In the fall of 1983, almost 40 years ago, one of my 

closest childhood friends became the first Canadian 

to have a heart lung transplant at the University of 

Pittsburgh Medical Centre. Unfortunately, his body 

ended up rejecting the organs within weeks and he 

died shortly after the surgery. Today, because of 

ongoing research around organ transplants, half of 

those who undergo that same procedure now, a heart 

lung transplant, live five years or more.  

So, if you have been concerned that we have been 

preaching a different Revelation then what you grew 

up with well, in a sense we have. Oh, we haven’t 

changed the words, but our framework of 

understanding has shifted somewhat and that allows 

us to have an even richer understanding of all that is 

going on. Are we good with that? That sets us up 

well for the topic we will be addressing today. That 

is, the second coming of Jesus to earth and what will 

it mean to us. 

As a way of a recap, let’s review some of the things 

we have addressed in this series so far. Revelation in 

the Bible is Apocalyptic literature which means 

rather than a book of doom and gloom, it is one of 



the most hope filled books in the Bible that reveals 

Jesus and grows our faith. Jesus appears before the 

Apostle John in a series of visions with a message 

for the church and Christians everywhere. It is like 

the Lord pulls back a curtain and through vivid 

imagery and symbolism, He paints a picture of the 

future in light of the present reality and he reminds 

John that things aren’t always as they seem.  

Through all of it, we were reminded that despite all 

that is going on around us, the Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit is on the throne. He has won the battle over 

evil. That is what the death and resurrection of Jesus 

represents. His actions towards humanity are 

encapsulated in three simple words, God is love. It 

is precisely because God is love that He is also just 

and it is because of His love that He battles 

passionately for our lives. He stops at nothing to 

demonstrate His wrath towards all that is evil in our 

world. Towards all that interferes with His Kingdom 

coming on earth as it is in Heaven. Through a series 

of visions that include images, symbols and 

numbers in the pages of Revelation, we see this play 

out. There are seals, signs, trumpets and plagues that 

alert the readers of God’s ultimate desire to mark us 

for Him, not literally, with a stamp on the head or 

wrist but spiritually and to rid the world of anything 

that opposes Him.  

So, with that brief review, let’s go to Scripture. If 

you have your Bibles, I would invite you to turn to 

Revelation 19. In this last major section of the book 

of Revelation, John again receives a vision and what 

is it of?  

Revelation 19:11 

Then I saw heaven opened,  

He gets a glimpse of heaven, can you imagine? 

What does he see? Look at the text continues.  

Revelation 19:11-13 

 Then I saw heaven opened and a white 

horse was standing there. Its rider was 

named Faithful and True, for he judges 

fairly and wages a righteous war. His eyes 

were like flames of fire, and on his head 

were many crowns. A name was written on 

him that no one understood except 

himself. He wore a robe dipped in blood, 

and his title was the Word of God.  

Who does John see when Heaven is open? He sees a 

person. He sees Jesus. Some of the same imagery 

used here is what we saw earlier in Revelation to 

describe Jesus. His eyes were flames of fire and on 

his head were many crowns. This is Jesus, John sees 

coming from Heaven. Listen as he describes the 

scene further. 

 Revelation 19:14-16 

The armies of heaven, dressed in the finest 

of pure white linen, followed him on white 

horses. From his mouth came a sharp 

sword to strike down the nations. He will 

rule them with an iron rod. He will release 

the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty, like 

juice flowing from a winepress. On his 

robe at his thigh was written this title: 

King of all kings and Lord of all lords. 

In this vision that John has as he is in exile on the 

Prison Island of Patmos in the year 96 AD, he saw 

Heaven open and what does he see? He sees a 

person. He sees Jesus. Heaven is all about Jesus. 

The book of Revelation is all about Jesus. Our faith 

as Christians is all about Jesus. This scene more 

than any other in this book represents the hope that 

we have for our lives. It is in Jesus. He is right there 

breaking through in our lives.  

Notice the imagery in this section of Scripture, it’s 

so important. When John now sees Jesus, he’s riding 

a horse. Do you remember what horses were used 

for in this day? They were used for battle, for war. 

The last time we saw Jesus riding an animal in 

Scripture, He was riding on a donkey into the city of 

Jerusalem to face his impending death. Riding a 

donkey symbolizes submission and humility. In that 

scene, Jesus is riding in peace to face what He was 

first sent to earth to do, to die for the sins of 

humanity but now, He is depicted as a warrior riding 

into battle.  

The second coming of Jesus has been described 

throughout church history as the time of the final 

battle, Armageddon when Jesus at last destroys evil 

for good and restores all of creation to its rightful 

place. But as Matt described a few weeks ago, this 

final battle at Armageddon actually never happens 

as we expect. It is never fought, why? It is because it 

doesn’t need to be fought. Did you notice in John’s 

vision of Jesus riding on the white horse it says: 



Revelation 19:13 

 He wore a robe dipped in blood, and his 

title was the Word of God.  

Why does John see an image of Jesus riding into 

battle but He is already bloodied? There is blood on 

His robe before He even enters into this final 

showdown. What is going on? Whose blood, is it? 

Anyone? It’s His own. The blood on the robe of the 

One named Faithful and True, Jesus, it’s His own 

blood. The final battle was never fought at 

Armageddon because it had already taken place.  

Does anyone know where the final battle, where 

good conquered evil actually occurred in the Bible? 

It was at the cross! The Lamb that was slain, Jesus 

was triumphant through the cross. The Apostle Paul 

put it this way: 

Colossians 2:14-15 

He canceled the record of the charges 

against us and took it away by nailing it to 

the cross. In this way, he disarmed the 

spiritual rulers and authorities. He shamed 

them publicly by his victory over them on 

the cross. 

The final Battle will not occur some day in the 

future on the plains of Armageddon when Jesus 

returns again because that battle has already been 

fought and won, at the Cross. John’s vision of Jesus 

riding in on a white horse here in Revelation 19 is 

not to go to battle but to finally implement all that 

His death and resurrection represents. To lock up 

evil for good, judge the world and initiate the 

coming of new creation.  

Fifty-five years ago, on May 2nd, 1967, something 

monumental happened. Something so rare it hasn’t 

happened since. Does anyone know what it was? 

The Toronto Maple Leafs defeated the Montreal 

Canadiens to win Stanley Cup. They have not won 

one since and it may be a while before they win it 

again. It was May 2, 1967 that they won the cup but 

it wasn’t until three days later, on the chilly 

afternoon of May 5th that they actually held the 

parade. To symbolize the victory. It was so long 

ago, the only picture I could find of it is in black and 

white! 

It was at the cross that the victory over evil was won 

and it is later when Jesus returns, that there will be 

the parade as He fully implements all that that 

victory represents for humanity and the world. 

Where His justice will be proclaimed and he will 

hold accountable those who have refused to repent 

of the ways they have lived counter to the values of 

God’s Kingdom. In his vision in Revelation 19, 

John lets us in on some important things about 

Jesus’ return and the battle He has won.  

Why did Jesus win the final battle? It is because of 

who He is. He is God in the flesh. He wins because 

who could possibly beat Him? That was proven 

once and for all at the cross where Jesus withstood 

all that the world could unleash on him. Betrayal, 

beatings, mocking, torture was heaped on Him but 

evil lost that day. In the moment that Jesus died, the 

curtain in the temple was torn in two, the earth 

shook, rocks split apart and tombs were opened. The 

bodies of men and women rose from the dead. Three 

days later, Jesus emerged from beyond the grave 

resurrected to new life. Even death could not contain 

Him.  

Jesus wins the battle because of who He is. Look 

again how John describes him in Revelation 19.   

1. Jesus is…Faithful and True, Revelation 19:11. 

He has been committed to the will of His Heavenly 

Father since the beginning of time. He is reliable 

and genuine. He is the real deal. Throughout history 

people have tried to discredit Him but nothing 

sticks. All of those church leaders and pastors we 

have seen fall to moral failure and indiscretion over 

the years, that will never happen with Jesus. There is 

no hidden secret in his closet that will be exposed. 

No, He is Faithful and true.  

Jesus wins the battle because,  

2…His eyes were like flames of fire, Revelation 

19:12. We talked about this one in the introductory 

message in this series. Have you ever looked deep 

into someone else’s eyes? Turn to the person next to 

you and look deep into their eyes. It almost makes 

you want to blush it is so intimate. As Carolyn and I 

were preparing to give birth to our children, we 

were taught at prenatal classes that to help her 

breath through the pain, we should look into each 

other’s eyes and count. It was powerful. We lost 



ourselves in each other’s eyes and I think Carolyn 

will tell you it was helpful. It is an intimate space.  

In the Gospel of Matthew, it says that our eyes are 

the lamp to our body. Imagine looking into the eyes 

of Jesus, they are purifying and penetrating. They 

see into the very depths of our soul. 

Jesus wins the battle because,  

3. …on his head were many crowns. Revelation 

19:12. Earlier in Revelation we are told that the 

beast from the sea and the dragon also have many 

crowns but they have them on many heads. John’s 

vision here of Jesus having many crowns? They are 

propped on His one and only head. This observation 

is almost a bit sarcastic. It is driving home a point.  

When Jesus, the one and only Saviour of the world 

comes again, many crowns will adorn His head. The 

crowns represent His many victories. You are one of 

those victories, and you and you and me. Every 

person Jesus has saved from the sin, evil and eternal 

death are a metaphoric crown on His head.  

Jesus wins the battle because,  

4. …A name was written on him that no one 

understood except himself. Revelation 19:12. There 

are many names in the Bible that are used to refer to 

Jesus. They are: Lord, Saviour, Messiah, Son of 

God, Bread of Life, Light of the World, Prince of 

Peace, the Lamb that was slain and the list goes on. 

There is one name written on Him however, that no 

one will understand except Him. 

Biblical scholars have spent much time and effort to 

determine and speculate what this name is, but it 

says, no one will understand it but Jesus. So why do 

we bother? No matter how much we think we know 

about Jesus, there is still more. There is so much 

more He still has to show us.  

Jesus wins the battle because,  

5…He wore a robe dipped in blood, Revelation 

19:13. We talked about this one earlier. Jesus won 

the battle over sin, evil and death and saved 

humanity with the shedding of His own blood on the 

cross. Then, He expects us to do the same. Maybe 

not literally shed our blood but each day we are to 

surrender our lives for the sake of others. It is the 

way that the Kingdom of God comes on earth as it is 

in Heaven.   

Jesus wins the battle because,  

6. He is…the Word of God. Revelation 19:13. Jesus 

is the very speech of God. Almighty God’s final 

word is, Jesus. this vision, John may be referring to 

what it says about Jesus in the gospel of John 1:1 In 

the beginning the Word already existed. The Word 

was with God, and the Word was God. Jesus is the 

Word of God who has been with Him since the 

dawn of time.  

Finally, Jesus wins the battle because,  

7…King of all kings and Lord of all lords. 

Revelation 19:16 Every kingdom has a king. Jesus 

is King above all kings. We may not be able to utter 

the name of Jesus in our public schools or 

universities. We may not be able to reference Him 

in our civic buildings or public gathering spots but 

that does not change the reality that Jesus is the 

King of Kings and the Lord of Lords.  

 

In our world, we have leaders, Presidents and Prime 

Ministers, earthly Kings and Queens. We have 

CEO’s and even Elon Musk and whether they 

acknowledge it or not, Jesus is over them all. That is 

why He wins the battle.  

 

He is Faithful and True, His eyes are like flames of 

fire, on His head are many crowns, there is a name 

written on Him no one else understands, He wore a 

robe dipped in blood, He is the Word of God and He 

is King of kings and Lord of lords. That is why 

Jesus wins that final battle and when He returns 

again, He will finally bind up all that is evil, all that 

is opposed to Him and the way of the Kingdom of 

God and dispose of it forever. In the meantime, we 

live in the theological tension know as the already 

but not yet.  

  

The Kingdom of God is advancing here on earth as 

it is in Heaven, the victory has been won, Jesus is on 

the throne but it won’t be fully realized until Jesus 

returns again to bring the salvation story to its 

culmination. Oh, we are waiting. The fact is, God’s 

people have been waiting for Jesus to return for 

2000 years. His early followers thought that it would 



happen in their life time, they saw some signs. We 

wonder if it will happen in ours, we see some signs 

but as Scripture says, no one knows the day or hour 

when these things will happen, not even the angels 

in heaven or the Son himself.  Only the Father 

knows. But this is our confidence and hope as 

Christians, it will happen. He will return.  

 

Are you with me so far? Okay, so let’s take a few 

moments to talk about some of the more 

controversial aspects of the second coming of Jesus. 

If you are a relatively new Christian, this may be 

foreign to you but if you grew up in the church, you 

will understand these things to be rather contentious 

issues and they deserve some attention in this 

message.   

 

In Revelation 20, the Apostle John the author of 

this text, uses the phrase “a thousand years”.  

In fact, John uses the phrase six times in this 

chapter. As we know, 1 000 is a millennium. It is 

used in this text to refer to the second coming of 

Jesus and the length of time He will reign as King. 

This one phrase is repeated six times but it is only 

found in this section of the Bible. Despite that, it has 

caused a lot of controversy and disunity in the 

church.  

 

In fact, whole systems of biblical theology in 

understanding the second coming of Jesus have been 

built around it. Scholars have debated it. Churches 

have been labeled by it and Christians have been 

judged by what they believe about it. There are three 

major interpretations of the thousand years 

mentioned in Revelation 20. 

 

1. Pre-millennialism- is the belief that after a time 

of trial and tribulation on earth, Satan will be 

bound, Jesus will come again and then reign for 

1000 years before judgement and new creation.   

2. A-millennialism- is the belief that Satan was 

bound by the cross, Jesus is reigning right now, 

the 1000 years being a symbol for the church 

age we find ourselves in currently and He will 

come again sometime in the future to judge the 

world and bring about new creation 

3. Post-millennialism- is the belief that Jesus will 

come again after 1000 years during which the 

gospel has wonderfully transformed the world 

through the preaching of the word and the work 

of the Holy Spirit.  

 

If this has confused you, maybe that is good and will 

drive home my point. These three interpretations of 

the 1000 years found in Revelation 20 are more 

simply known as pre-mil, a-mil, post-mil and 

unfortunately over the years, they have been used to 

among other things, measure a person’s spirituality 

depending on where you land on what your belief 

about the 1000-year reign of Jesus. How many of 

you are familiar with pre-mil, a-mil, post-mil? How 

many of you have seen these concepts used as ways 

to judge other Christians? 

 

Exactly. So, this is what I want to say. First of all, 

many Godly sincere people have ended up on 

different sides of these interpretations. We could 

argue and debate it for a long time and still disagree. 

So, no matter what we believe about Jesus’ second 

coming and the 1 000-year reign, we take great hope 

in this. This is what we do know: 

 

1. The future is not unknown. It belongs to Jesus 

2. We don’t control the future, Jesus does.  

3. The best is yet to come. It is inevitable. Jesus 

will return as King and vindicate His followers 

who have been faithful to Him.  

 

What we do still may be described as pan-

millennialism. Everything will pan out in the end! 

 

There is so much more to say about Revelation 20 

but will leave it at that for the time being. Feel free 

to read more on this topic in the resources we have 

been using for this series, Darrell Johnson’s Book, 

Discipleship on the Edge or Eugene Peterson’s 

book, Reversed Thunder.  

 

Now, we come to the Rapture. The Rapture is an 

“End Times” theological position that is held by 

many evangelical Christians that believes that one 

day Jesus will return and take all Christians in one 

flew swoop up to Heaven. The earth as we know it 

and everyone left behind will face terrible sufferings 

known as the Great Tribulation and everything will 

be destroyed. For us, we will live for eternity in 

Heaven up there on a cloud, eating Philadelphia 

Cream Cheese and playing harps.  

 

To a large extent Rapture theology has been shaped 

by some key biblical passages, often misinterpreted 

passages such as: 

 

 



1 Thessalonians 4:16-18 

For the Lord himself will come down from 

heaven with a commanding shout, with the 

voice of the archangel, and with the 

trumpet call of God. First, the believers 

who have died will rise from their graves.  

Then, together with them, we who are still 

alive and remain on the earth will be 

caught up in the clouds to meet the Lord in 

the air. Then we will be with the Lord 

forever. So encourage each other with 

these words. 

For those of you who are 45 years of age or older, 

this idea of the rapture has probably shaped a lot of 

what you believe about Jesus’ coming again and the 

end of the world. Remember that story I told you at 

the beginning about the “Millerites”?  How they 

climbed a mountain or scaled trees on the day that 

they thought Jesus was coming back again? It was 

so that they could be closer to him when he 

appeared in the clouds so they could more 

expediently float up to Him and then be whisked off 

to Heaven.    

 

I made a decision to give my life to Jesus when I 

was 11 years old after watching a movie called, “A 

Theft in Night.” It was a Christian movie about the 

Rapture and it literally scared the “hell” out of me. I 

was terrified that one-day Jesus would return and 

rapture all the Christians to Heaven and I would get 

left behind on earth, all by myself. Some of you may 

have had similar experiences. What if I told you that 

this idea of the rapture may not be as supported by 

Scripture as we once thought now that we have a 

better understanding of the context, culture and 

language of the Bible? Does that rock your world? 

 

Let me briefly say a few words about two of the key 

biblical texts that people have cited over the years to 

prove the rapture. This could be a sermon in itself 

but I will try to be succinct.  

 

1 Thessalonians 4:16-18 

For the Lord himself will come down from 

heaven with a commanding shout, with the 

voice of the archangel, and with the 

trumpet call of God. First, the believers 

who have died will rise from their graves.  

Then, together with them, we who are still 

alive and remain on the earth will be 

caught up in the clouds to meet the Lord in 

the air. Then we will be with the Lord 

forever. So, encourage each other with 

these words. 

The text I just read. First of all, Paul’s intent in this 

passage was to address a question about whether 

Christians who have died before Jesus returns will 

be at a disadvantage when He comes again. He says, 

no. We don’t need to worry about that but here is 

where it gets interesting.  

 

The Greek word, Parousia was used to refer to the 

coming of Jesus but it was also used to refer to the 

coming of a king to a city. The Parousia in these 

ancient times was a matter of great celebration with 

much pomp and pageantry. That is why Paul 

mentions in the text that when Christ returns, it will 

be met with a trumpet call of God.  It was a big deal.  

See in Paul’s day, when someone important like a 

king would return to a city after being away for a 

while at war or some other engagement not only was 

it announced with a trumpet blast, but also a 

delegation was often sent outside the walls of the 

city to formally receive the dignitary and escort 

them in grand fashion back into the city. Not take 

them somewhere else.  

 

Here is 1 Thessalonians 4, when Paul writes First, 

the believers who have died will rise from their 

graves. Then, together with them, we who are still 

alive and remain on the earth will be caught up in 

the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. Then we will 

be with the Lord forever.  

 

It is Parousia language. When Christ does return, a 

delegation of dead and alive Christians will go out 

and meet the Lord outside the city, in this case, in 

the clouds, and then escort Him back to earth. He 

will come to earth to judge and make all things 

news. He will not rapture us somewhere up there in 

the clouds. Do you see that? Is everyone okay? 

Remember the Bible hasn’t changed. Our 

understanding of the context, culture and language 

has grown. It makes the Bible richer and more 

meaningful. Look at another passage that many 

think refers to the Rapture.  

 

 

 



Matthew 24:37-41 

“When the Son of Man returns, it will be 

like it was in Noah’s day. In those days 

before the flood, the people were enjoying 

banquets and parties and weddings right 

up to the time Noah entered his 

boat. People didn’t realize what was going 

to happen until the flood came and swept 

them all away. That is the way it will be 

when the Son of Man comes. 

“Two men will be working together in the 

field; one will be taken, the other left. Two 

women will be grinding flour at the mill; 

one will be taken, the other left. 

If you are of my generation, isn’t this the classic text 

that was used to support the idea of the rapture, that 

Jesus would come and take us up to Heaven? Then 

Larry Norman, one of the first contemporary 

Christian musicians came out with a song in 1969 

based on this text. It was called, I Wish We’d All 

Been Ready. Do you remember the words? 

“A Man and wife asleep in bed, she hears a noise 

and turns her head he’s gone, I wish we’d all been 

ready.” Do you remember the song? I mean we 

were all drinking the rapture “Kool-Aid” back in the 

day. The problem this reveals however is that we 

didn’t really read the biblical text very carefully. 

  

Note in Matthew 24, Jesus begins by describing 

what life was like in Noah’s day. That is important. 

People weren’t expecting the flood. They were 

partying it up. Noah finishes the Ark, closes the 

doors and the flood waters come and sweep the 

people away. Who gets swept away? Not those in 

the ark, it was the people left on earth. The wicked 

ones. This phrase, swept them all away in the text, 

clearly refers to judgement on the wicked in that 

day. Noah and his family, they are the righteous 

ones and they are the ones who get left behind. Do 

you see that? 

 

So, in the Matthew 24 when it says, that is the way 

it will be when the Son of Man comes. “Two men 

will be working together in the field; one will be 

taken, the other left. Two women will be grinding 

flour at the mill; one will be taken, the other left. 

 

The words for taken and swept away are the same in 

the original Greek. So, the man taken when he is 

working the field and the woman taken while she is 

grinding flour, they are not rapture to heaven. No, 

they taken to face judgement like in Noah’s day. 

They are the wicked ones. It is the ones that are left 

behind in this text that are the righteous ones. Isn’t 

that a twist on how you have read this text in the 

past. Isn’t the Bible incredible?  

 

So, this whole notion of the rapture, that one day 

Jesus will return and take all Christians in one 

swoop up to Heaven leaving everyone else behind 

on earth to face terrible sufferings may actually lack 

biblical support. That may leave some of you reeling 

but in this you can take heart.  

 

Jesus is coming again. You can count on it. In 

Revelation 19, John saw Heaven open and what 

does he see? A person. A warrior riding out to battle 

but it is a different kind of warrior who is facing a 

different kind of battle. One that is never fought 

because the victory is already secure. Jesus, the 

Lamb that was slain, gave himself for the sins of the 

world. At the cross, good conquered evil. Jesus is on 

the throne in Heaven. 

 

Heaven is not some far away place, out there or up 

there. It is another dimension that is very close at 

hand. I think Heaven is nearer than we can imagine. 

At any moment Jesus could break through. That is 

what the word, apocalypse means, it is the 

unveiling. It was used when referring to someone 

lifting the lid off of a box or pulling back a curtain 

in a theatre. It means to open up, or break through. 

 

This phrase, the second coming of Jesus may not be 

completely accurate because it suggests that this will 

be a long trip. But Jesus is close at hand. One day, 

He will simply pull back the curtain so we that we 

can finally encounter Him face to face. It will be a 

time for Him to have His way, to judge the world 

and for us to finally be all that He has created us to 

be. It will be a time for Him to renew creation and it 

will be a time when He finally receives all the 

honour and worship He deserves.  

 

Are you ready for that time? Have you given your 

life to Jesus? This is not meant to scare you or guilt 

you. Instead, it is an invitation to be a part of the 

family of God and the amazing future He has in 

mind for us.  

 

Amen? Amen.   

 



POINTS TO PONDER 

Unveiling Hope – A Study of the Book of 

Revelation 

Revelation 19-20 (Return of Christ) 

 

With a friend, your family or in your small 

group, discuss the following questions. 

1. What has been your experience with “end of the 

world” and “doomsday” predictions? 

Why do you think humanity has such a fascination 

with these announcements and the 

second coming of Jesus? 

2. How has your understanding and even 

interpretation of certain biblical texts changed 

over the years? What has led to those differing 

views? 

3. Why is it significant that the final battle does not 

take place on the plains of a place called 

Armageddon but instead it happens at the cross? 

What occurred at the final battle that 

gives hope and a future to those who follow Jesus? 

4. In Revelation 19, John answers why and how 

Jesus wins the battle. It is centred on who 

he is. Discuss some of the qualities of Jesus that 

Paul mentioned and why they are pivotal 

to him winning the battle. (He is, faithful and true, 

eyes like flames of fire, on his head 

are many crowns, there is a name written on him 

that no one else understands, he wore a 

robe dipped in blood, he is the word of God, he is 

King of kings and Lord of lords). 

5. What does it mean that we are currently living in 

the theological tension of the “already 

but not yet”? 

6. Describe your experiences with the theological 

concepts of premillennialism, 

amillennialism and postmillennialism. How have 

you seen these concepts divide 

Christians and/or the church? 

7. How has the concept of the Rapture influenced 

your faith journey? How has it shaped 

your understanding of the return of Jesus and what it 

means for you personally? 

 

Prayer and Action Item 

Pray for one another out of the key points that were 

discussed. Pray for wisdom and peace as you 

approach the subject of the return of Christ with 

those around both Christian and non-Christian. 

 


