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Good morning Church!  

 

This week we are going to dig into the final two 

chapters of the book of Revelation. It’s the home 

stretch of our Fall Series Unveiling hope, and my 

question to you is: How’re ya’ll doing? 

 

You don’t have to actually answer me on that one. 

But, I know, it has been a journey these past few 

months, as we’ve moved our way through the book 

of Revelation. We’ve waded through all sorts of 

strange and confusing imagery. We’ve reflected on 

the different approaches people have taken in 

interpreting this mysterious, ancient, apocalyptic 

writing. And we’ve adjusted our thinking, 

(hopefully!), replacing ideas about end times that 

emphasize death and destruction and chaos, with the 

unveiled hope that Revelation offers us, through 

Jesus; that God is already victorious, seated on the 

throne, and moving all of creation towards a 

spectacular finale. And it’s that spectacular ending 

that we are going to talk about today: the glorious 

ending to the story of the Bible, a story that began 

with Creation in Genesis, and will end with a New 

beginning, summed up in what I think is one of the 

most hope-filled verses in all of Scripture,  

 

Revelation 21:3-4 

“Look, God’s home is now among his 

people! He will live with them, and they 

will be his people. God himself will be with 

them. He will wipe every tear from their 

eyes, and there will be no more death or 

sorrow or crying or pain. All these things 

are gone forever” And the one sitting on 

the throne said, “Look, I am making 

everything new!”. 

 

Oh, how we long for that day to come. I’m excited 

to talk about it today. And I’m grateful that I get to. 

Paul, Matt, and Kirk, have led us so well the past 

few months, through all those murky, confusing 

verses. Last time I was up, I got to talk about 

Revelation 4 and 5, which has that amazing scene of 

heavenly worship in the throne room. Meanwhile, 

they’ve had to preach about dragons, and monsters, 

bowls of God’s wrath, and lakes of fire. And now, 

today, I get to sweep in at the end here, and talk 

about these culminating words of hope about 

eternity. So, thanks guys, for doing the heavy lifting. 

I’ll take it from here! 

  

Revelation 21:4 is a verse that I often use when 

officiating funerals. It offers such an amazing 

picture of God’s care for us, and all that awaits us in 

the Kingdom of Heaven; no more tears or death or 

sorrow or pain. Through my Care Ministry role here 

at North Park, I’ve led a lot of funerals over the past 

nine years. And to be honest, it might just be my 

favourite part of the job. That probably sounds 

strange to you all, we generally like to avoid death-

related things. But I find that funerals open up this 

sacred, holy space where people’s minds and hearts 

are open to thinking about what comes next. 

 

So I am humbled, and grateful, that I get these 

opportunities to speak words of comfort and hope 

into the darkness of grief and death. But it isn’t 

always easy to figure out the right words to say. I’m 

not sure I’ve always done this as well as I would 

have liked. This has never been more in focus for 

me than this past week, as I studied the last two 

chapters of Revelation. 

 

One of the challenges is that there are a lot of ideas 

out there about what Heaven will be like. And as a 

Pastor, although I don’t want to disrupt or take away 

the thoughts and ideas that are helping people 

through their grief, I also want to make sure that the 

words spoken are right and true.  

 

And you know, people say a lot of interesting things 

at funerals. Some things we clearly know don’t fit 

with a biblical understanding of life after death: 

“In his next life, maybe he’ll be an eagle so he can 

soar in the sky and be free!” 

 

Reincarnation is an interesting idea but not a 

Christian idea. It comes from some of the Eastern 



Religions, like Hinduism, and doesn’t fit with a 

Christian understanding of what happens when we 

die. Sometimes things that people say sound 

Christian, but aren’t. For example: “God needed 

another angel in heaven.” 

 

Angels are certainly found in the Bible. But humans 

and angels are different beings altogether. Angels 

were not previously human, and humans do not 

transform into angels after they die. We have our 

own unique place in the Kingdom of God, different 

from the angels. So did God need another angel in 

Heaven? No. No, he did not. 

 

Finally, sometimes people say things that may or 

may not be true, but we just don’t know for sure, 

because the Bible isn’t clear on it. Things like: “I 

know she’s ‘up there’ looking down on us.” Can our 

loved ones see what we’re up to right now? Are they 

watching from above? Or do they get some kind of 

heavenly report on what’s happening here on earth? 

Maybe. Maybe not. We don’t really know.  

 

Now as complicated as all of this is to try to get 

sorted, we actually have a larger problem with the 

way that people typically think about Heaven. and 

what happens after we die. In many Christian 

circles, it is common for our thinking around death 

and what comes next to go something like this: we 

live our earthly lives until the day comes that we 

die. And when we die, if we have placed our trust in 

Jesus, then our spirit goes to Heaven, to be with God 

for eternity. The end. Are you tracking with this so 

far? Sounds familiar? If so, then it might shock you 

to hear me say, that there’s actually a problem with 

what I’ve laid out here. 

 

Now, before you get too upset with me, let me 

clarify: what’s wrong here is that it is an unfinished 

thought. From a biblical standpoint, it is incomplete. 

When we die, our spirits do go to be with God, but 

that is not the end of the story. The ultimate 

biblical hope for God’s people is not to exist in a 

purely spiritual state, separate from earth, for all 

of eternity 
 

This kind of disembodied understanding of Heaven 

forgets about the promise of resurrection, and 

renders creation obsolete in eternity. The earth 

becomes irrelevant. If we’re just going to leave it 

behind in the dust. 

 

So, those who have died who have put their hope in 

Christ, are safe and secure with God. Absolutely. 

But there’s more to come. The story isn’t over yet. 

They are actually in a state of waiting. Waiting for 

what comes next. And what comes next is GOOD. 

As N.T. Wright puts it so eloquently, “there is life 

after life after death”. He also has this great joke: 

“Heaven is important, but it’s not the end of the 

world!” There’s another chapter yet to come, when 

Jesus will return to earth. And as Pastor Paul taught 

last week, Christ’s return is not about sweeping 

people’s souls away to Heaven. Christ’s return is 

about bringing heaven to earth. A plan where all 

of creation will be renewed and restored. 

Resurrected.  More fully alive and complete than 

ever before. It’s a plan more stunning and 

incredible than we can imagine.  

 

And yet, for some reason, in the way that we have 

often thought about Heaven, we have been content 

to stop short of the fullness of God’s plan for us, and 

for all of creation. In doing so, we are missing out, 

on the incredible hope of God’s ultimate plan for 

creation.  

 

In the beginning, God looked at all that he had 

created and said “It is good”. And God looked at 

humanity and said “It is very good”. And in light of 

this, it makes sense that, God is not about to 

abandon the whole project. (N.T. Wright). He 

started something in Genesis and He will see it 

through because He is faithful. He made the 

universe and all that is within it. He’s not going to 

throw it away. He’s not planning to abandon it all to 

decay and despair, and start over somewhere else. 

   

And maybe that’s difficult for us to wrap our minds 

around, because we live in a disposable culture 

today. When things are broken, often we don’t fix 

them, instead we toss them in the garbage. I also 

have a little bit of a conspiracy theory – I think that 

companies make replacement parts expensive 

because they can make more money if we throw 

things out and buy new ones. Fashion is also 

constantly changing so that you have to buy new 

clothes if you want to keep up with the trends. We 

sometimes even renovate and replace things, not 

because they aren’t functioning anymore, but simply 

because we think they look old and dated. And this 

disposable attitude extends not just to things, but to 

people too. We give up on them. We cancel them. 

We abandon our relationships instead of doing the 



hard work of repairing them. And I know sometimes 

the relational repair is just beyond what we can do. 

But this disposable attitude that permeates our 

culture today, is not God’s way. We are not 

disposable to God. You are not disposable. I am not 

disposable. And God’s breathtaking, good, and 

beautiful creation is not disposable. God doesn’t 

replace, He restores. He resurrects. As Revelation 

puts it: He is making all things new. And I love the 

way that this is phrased. God’s plan is not to make 

all new things; He is making all things new. Nothing 

beyond the reach of the powerful, transforming 

work of the Kingdom of God. And when I speak of 

that transforming Kingdom work, I’m ultimately 

talking about resurrection. 

 

Philippians 3:21 
 He will take our weak mortal bodies and 

change them into glorious bodies like his 

own, using the same power with which he 

will bring everything under his control. 

I think that the idea of resurrection is challenging for 

us to wrap our minds around. And though we may 

not fully grasp it, Jesus is the example we can look 

to, to try to understand. He rose from the dead. 

Alive not just in his Spirit, but in his physical body. 

The risen Christ ate food with His disciples, and He 

showed them His nail scarred hands, so they could 

see and feel that he was made of the same stuff as 

before. And yet, he was also utterly transformed. An 

eternal body. Resurrected. No longer subject to 

death and decay. Made new. And this is at the very 

centre of God’s plan. Because what He has done in 

Jesus, He will one day do for all of us, and for all 

of Creation. 

 

When someone is very sick in the hospital, 

sometimes people say that they look like a shadow 

of their former selves. In our present state, 

imperfect, subject to sin, decay, and death, we are 

shadows of our future selves (N.T. Wright). We feel 

like we are wasting away. I’ve hit my 40s and there 

are times that I can really feel it. I’m not as young as 

I used to be. But the best is yet to come! Because the 

heart of our Christian faith centers on the promise 

and hope of resurrection. All of creation will one 

day be renewed and restored. And these final 

chapters of Revelation give us an incredible picture 

of what this will look like. Revelation is here to 

remind us that there is more. 

    

So, if you have your Bibles, open up to Revelation 

chapter 21, and let’s see how John describes the 

ending, which is also a new beginning, for the story 

of God and creation. 

 

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the 

old heaven and the old earth had disappeared. 

 

And I’m going to stop here for a moment.  Honestly 

this first sentence could be the focus of an entire 

sermon all on it’s own. But, for now I just want to 

point out that the language here can be confusing. 

Already today, and throughout this series, we’ve 

perhaps pushed up against your idea of what Heaven 

is. And now, just to keep things interesting, we’re 

going to add another layer of complication: In the 

Bible, the word Heaven has multiple meanings. It 

can refer to the Kingdom of God, but it can also 

mean the skies above. In this case, when John says 

he saw a new Heaven, he is not talking about the 

Kingdom of God. He is talking about the visible 

heavens: the atmosphere, the sky, the stars. 

 

Genesis 1 says “In the beginning God created the 

heavens and the earth,” meaning, God created earth 

and sky. Revelation 21 parallels Genesis, now 

saying there is a new Heaven and a new earth. This 

is referring to New Creation.  

 

Next we’re told that the old heaven and earth have 

disappeared.  To be honest, I’m not sure 

disappeared is the best word to use in translating this 

passage. Many translations instead say that the old 

heaven and the old earth have passed away. And I 

think this is really helpful language. It’s how we talk 

about our own earthly ending. We pass away. But 

we haven’t disappeared. The story isn’t finished for 

us.  And neither is the story finished for the heavens 

and the earth. Let’s keep reading: And the sea was 

also gone.  
  

The significance of this sentence is easy to miss but 

it is amazing. In the heavenly throne room scene in 

Revelation 4 and 5 there was a sea in front of the 

throne. But now, it is gone. Although there are a few 

different interpretations out there about what the sea 

represents, many scholars have suggested that the 

sea represents the forces of chaos. The sea was 

known to be deadly. Massive, dangerous waves, 

unpredictable movement, uncharted depths, and all 

sorts of unknown creatures. Chaos. But now, in 

Revelation 21, we hear that the sea is gone. The 



chaos created by sin, evil, death, and destruction. 

Gone. There’s no place for these in new creation.  

Next it says: And I saw the holy city, the new 

Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven 

like a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 

 

So, we have the heavens and the earth, all of 

creation, made new, swept of the chaos of sin and 

death, now ready for the fullness of the Kingdom of 

God to come down. I love the rich imagery used 

here – like a bride beautifully dressed for her 

husband. This is marriage language. And marriage is 

all about two becoming one. The coming together of 

the Kingdom of Heaven, and renewed Creation. 

 

But the way that it is described by John is 

surprising, isn’t it?  We might expect a reset, back to 

the garden of Eden. But instead, we have a city. 

Now, I’m going to go out on a limb here with my 

opinion and say that cities are like, the worst places, 

aren’t they? I know some of you will disagree with 

me on that. Some of you love travelling to big cities 

for your vacations. They are exciting. There’s lots to 

do. But, the bigger the city, the greater the chaos, 

and stress, and challenges. People tend to get away 

from the city for a break. To find some peace. To 

rest. To breathe. Palm trees and beautiful flowers, a 

quiet walk through the forest, escaping to the 

countryside, or taking in the view from a 

mountaintop. That’s paradise. That’s closer to what 

we often imagine Heaven to be. Paradise isn’t a 

place filled with eight lane highways and sky 

scrapers, rising homelessness, pollution, increased 

violence, and oppression. 

 

I’ve got extended family who live in Toronto, and 

when we go to visit them, my muscles tense and my 

heart rate goes up as we get closer to the city. The 

pace picks up. It’s crowded, and hurried and 

anxious. Of course, that’s an example of a modern 

city today. But John’s readers would also have had 

some thoughts about cities. The seven churches he 

wrote to were located in cities, and the power 

structures found in those cities were oppressive to 

the church. The Bible is filled with examples of 

cities being places of arrogance, sin, and violence. 

Babylon. Sodom and Gomorrah. Even Jerusalem. So 

broken that Jesus wept over it. And by the time John 

wrote Revelation, the city of Jerusalem had been 

reduced to rubble by the Roman Empire. Jerusalem 

was perhaps the most unlikely of cities to serve as 

the model for Heaven! But now, we have this holy 

city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of Heaven. 

God has accomplished what we could not. Our 

human cities are flawed and imperfect. But God’s 

city is perfect in every way. 

 

Now, I want to jump ahead in the chapter for a 

moment, and look at John’s description of this holy 

city, New Jerusalem. Revelation offers us a glimpse 

of what it will be like. And although this glimpse is, 

of course, filled with symbolism and imagery, (we 

would expect nothing less from Revelation at this 

point), there is still much that we can learn from this 

passage. It’s long, so I’m not going to read it all, I’m 

just going to highlight a few important points: 

 

First, in New Jerusalem, there is LIFE. It is, in a 

sense, a garden city, filled with echoes of the 

Garden of Eden. The city has walls and structure to 

it, but it is also bursting with vibrant life and 

creativity. There is a “river with the water of life, 

clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and 

of the lamb”. (Revelation 22:1). I can’t help but 

think of the story of Jesus and the woman at the 

well, where He promises living water. Water that 

springs up to eternal life. That living water is 

present in New Jerusalem. 

 

The Tree of Life is also there. It was blocked in 

Genesis when sin entered the world, but now, sin is 

no more. The curse is finished. The Tree of Life is 

present, and yields abundant crops. (Revelation 

22:2). All of this conveys the idea of LIFE eternal, 

the abundant life that God has that does not decay or 

die. 

 

Second, the city is filled with LIGHT. John says 

that it “shone with the glory of God and sparkled 

like a precious stone”. New Jerusalem is so filled 

with the light of God’s glorious presence, that there 

is no need for lamps, no need even for the sun or 

moon to shine because “There will be no night” 

(Revelation 22:5). “The glory of God illuminates the 

city, and the Lamb is it’s light” (Revelation 21:23).  

 

Third, the city has walls and gates. And here we 

get all sorts of numbers thrown at us. There are 12 

gates, guarded by 12 angels. The names of the 12 

tribes of Israel are written on the gates. And there 

are 12 foundation stones, inscribed with the names 

of the 12 apostles of Jesus. Now, I realize I said that 

we get all sorts of numbers here, but actually it’s 

just one number. 12. It’s all over the place here. And 



we’ve seen this number before in Revelation - 12 

tribes of Israel. 12 apostles. Representing all of 

redeemed humanity. And there are 12 gates. A full 

number. Enough room for all to enter. But there are 

also 12 angels at the gates – the gates are fully 

guarded because in the holy city, “nothing evil will 

be allowed to enter”. (Revelation 21:27). The gates 

are always open, but the city remains perfectly 

protected from sin and corruption. The redeeming 

work of the Lamb is needed in people’s lives before 

they can enter the city gates. 

 

Next we have the most profound measurements of 

all. And we know it’s important because a big deal 

is made of it. The angel pulls out this gold 

measuring stick to measure the city. It’s like a big 

reveal. In the NLT translation, it says the length and 

width and height of the city was equal, measuring 

1400 miles. And this is where we’re actually going 

to want to look at the footnotes. Because in John’s 

day, they didn’t measure things in miles. The 

original Greek says each side of the cube was 

12,000 stadia. There that familiar number again - 12. 

This time 12 times 1,000. So, we don’t need to 

calculate how many people can comfortably fit in 

the city. These measurements are not literal, they are 

symbolic. Twelve times 1000 tells us that it is 

complete. Entirely spacious. How big? Really, really 

big. Enough room for all of redeemed humanity. 

 

And just to be sure that we really understand this, 

Revelation mentions multiple times that ALL the 

nations will bring their glory and honour into the 

city. In New Jerusalem there will be a richness of 

ethnic and cultural diversity. Space for every tribe, 

nation, and tongue. But as awesome as all of that 

sounds, LIFE and LIGHT and WIDE OPEN 

GATES ready to welcome the nations, these details 

are not even the most important part of the big 

reveal. The big reveal is especially about the shape 

of the city. Equally deep as it is wide and high. New 

Jerusalem is a cube. Now this is where we might 

start to feel like it’s all getting a little too sci-fi, am I 

right? There’s this cube coming down out of the 

sky. This could definitely be an alien movie. But it’s 

in the Bible! What is going on here? 

 

Any Star Trek Fans out there? You know what this 

is (picture of a Borg cube). But for the non-trekkies 

out there, here’s another cube that comes to mind: a 

Rubix Cube! That’s a little nicer to look at maybe? 

But what is this idea of a cube in Revelation all 

about? 

 

Remember, Revelation is filled with symbolism, and 

imagery. It can easily get lost on us, but John’s 

readers would know the significance. It’s connected 

to the Old Testament. In the tabernacle (a portable 

place of worship that travelled with the Israelites), 

as well as in the Temple, the permanent place of 

worship built in the city of Jerusalem, there was an 

inner sanctuary, the holy of holies, and that was the 

place where God was present. It was this ‘thin 

place’ as some have called it. A spiritual junction of 

sorts, where Heaven and earth meet. And its shape 

was…you guessed it, a cube! 20 by 20 by 20 cubits. 

A much smaller cube in comparison to New 

Jerusalem, from the sounds of it. “Phenomenal 

Cosmic Powers…. itty bitty living space” (Disney’s 

Aladdin). If you’ve ever seen Disney’s animated 

classic, Aladdin, you know what I’m talking about! 

God’s earthly space didn’t have much elbow room. 

 

But New Jerusalem changes all that. And this is our 

clue to know what this image of a cube coming 

down from Heaven is all about: John looks around 

and notices that there is something missing from the 

city - There is no temple. The defining feature of 

the city of Jerusalem was the temple. But New 

Jerusalem has no temple. Why? Because God’s 

glorious presence is no longer contained or limited. 

God’s presence enfolds all of new creation. His 

glory is everywhere! The Spiritual junction between 

Heaven and earth has expanded completely. Heaven 

and earth have come together. With this in mind, 

now I want to return to those beautiful verses that 

we started with today: 

 

Revelation 21:1-5 

I heard a loud shout from the throne, 

saying, “Look, God’s home is now among 

his people! He will live with them, and they 

will be his people. God himself will be with 

them.  He will wipe every tear from their 

eyes, and there will be no more death or 

sorrow or crying or pain. All these things 

are gone forever.” And the one sitting on 

the throne said, “Look, I am making 

everything new!” 

I hope you’re starting to really catch this vision, that 

the final scene of the Bible that we are looking at 

here, the end of the story, is not saved souls floating 



away, up to Heaven. The final scene is about the 

Kingdom of God coming, fully and completely on 

earth as it is in Heaven. And with the coming of the 

Kingdom comes the power of resurrection in full 

force, renewing all of Creation so that it is no longer 

corrupted, no more sin, no more sadness, no more 

pain. And because of this, now God can dwell with 

us. 

This final scene fulfils the ultimate biblical promise, 

weaved throughout all of Scripture, God’s promise 

to come and to dwell with His people. I wonder if 

you noticed in verse 3 where it said “Look, God’s 

home is now among his people!” This sentence 

definitely got my attention this past week. God’s 

home is now among his people. Home is one more 

idea that also often gets talked about at funerals. We 

speak of Jesus coming and taking us home. We talk 

about the pain and difficulty of this life, and how we 

were made for Heaven. And so, in death, we finally 

get to go home. In some ways, this is sounding a lot 

like this idea of a disembodied Heaven that we 

talked about earlier, isn’t it? So let’s think about this 

question for a moment: what makes a place home? 

 

My family recently moved into a new house. So 

home is something that I’ve been thinking a lot 

about. Moving is a massive upheaval and it has been 

a chaotic couple of months. Packing and moving 

and unpacking. And we are still working on settling 

in. Trying to make it feel more like home. So what 

makes a place home? Two things come to mind: The 

first is that it needs to be livable. It doesn’t feel 

much like home when things aren’t working the way 

they should. And unfortunately, I’m speaking from 

experience here. Overall, our move has gone well, 

but there have been a few surprises for sure. I’ll just 

share the strangest one with you. Imagine our 

surprise our first night in our new place, when we 

discovered that the kitchen drawers didn’t have 

handles. The previous owners had redone the faces 

of all the kitchen cabinets, but for some reason, had 

not put any handles on the drawers. Bold choice! 

We had to open up the cupboard beneath the 

drawers in order to reach our hand under and wrestle 

the drawer open. We made it work, but until we had 

a chance to install some new handles, it wasn’t very 

livable. It made our new place feel much less 

homey. 

 

That’s a small example, but anyone who has ever 

lived in their house through a renovation, knows just 

how un-homey a house can feel when things aren’t 

working and everything is in chaos. It’s no wonder 

earth doesn’t feel like our true home sometimes. 

Because there’s a lot that’s not working, and there’s 

a lot that’s in chaos. And so sometimes it doesn’t 

feel very livable. 

 

And this is especially true for God. Not since the 

Garden of Eden has God been able to fully dwell 

with His people here on earth. Because earth has not 

been livable for God. There’s too much sin. We’re 

told in Exodus 33:20 that because of our sinful state, 

no one can see the face of God and live. So if God 

tried to dwell on earth right now, His presence 

would basically kill everyone. Not on purpose of 

course! But because sin and the glory of God are 

incompatible. They cannot coexist in the same 

space. But in Revelation 21 we see that in this new 

Heaven and earth, where sin and death are no more, 

now, God’s full and complete presence is unlimited. 

God can dwell with His people. He makes His home 

here among us. A home needs to be livable. But 

there’s something else that’s needed to make a place 

home. I thought about this a lot this week: 

 

What makes a place home, first and foremost, it 

the people who are in it. It doesn’t matter if it’s the 

nicest place in the world, if it’s empty. If people 

aren’t in it, it’s not a home. And our home, first and 

foremost, is with God. So at funerals, when we talk 

about someone finally being home, maybe we’re not 

too far off track. They are with God. But, in 

Revelation, we read that God is going to make His 

home on earth. And that’s actually perfect. Because 

we are physical and spiritual. We are part of 

creation. We were made for this earth actually. 

Earth is our home. And our home is with God. We 

were made for Heaven on earth. The place where 

God dwells with His people. And Revelation tells us 

that when this happens we will be able to see the 

face of God and live. Because through the same 

power that resurrected Jesus from the dead, we will 

be utterly transformed, renewed and restored, so that 

God can dwell with us, and we can be in His 

presence. 

 

So basically, God is going to come to this broken 

world of ours, and put handles on the drawers. 

Hallelujah! And He will make the earth and all 

creation that is within it, livable, so that he can make 

His home here, with us. Of course, the needed 

renovations around here are a little more involved 



than installing some new hardware. There’s a lot of 

work to do. And I know that sometimes we look 

around at all the things that are off track in our 

world, and find ourselves overwhelmed. Can you 

relate? Take heart. Because God is not 

overwhelmed. God can do it. God will do it. AND 

God is doing it. The renovations have already 

started. 
 

They began with Jesus. And we don’t have time 

today to really dig into this, but through the life, 

ministry, and death of Jesus, the Kingdom of God 

has already begun breaking through and 

transforming our world. And we are invited to 

participate in this ongoing work. When we live out 

our mission to be a life-giving and a transforming 

presence in the world, we are advancing the 

Kingdom of God. Heaven breaking through on 

earth, bit by bit. What’s amazing is that the impact 

of this Kingdom work will not disappear. 

   

In our new house, we have spent a fair bit of time 

the past few weeks going through each room, 

discovering what things are in need of some 

attention. Some restoration work will have to be 

done to make our house livable. To make it home. 

But, there are also lots of things in the house that 

don’t need to be changed. No work needed. We’ll 

leave those things alone because we know, you 

don’t renovate what is already good to go! 

 

So it will be with the Kingdom of God. When that 

final moment of transformation comes at the end of 

the age, those places where the Kingdom work is 

already done will remain. God will not remake what 

has already been remade. Our part in it will be 

small, to be sure, compared to all that God will do to 

bring the purpose of Creation to it’s intended 

fulfillment (Darrell Johnson), but in new creation, 

we may just see glimpses of our own fingerprints in 

the design, because God has chosen not to do it on 

His own. He has chosen to partner with His people. 

And so, we have an important role to play in 

bringing the Kingdom of God to earth. 

 

This spectacular finale is not just some far off event, 

disconnected from our present reality. Heaven is 

closer than you think. Things are not as they seem. 

We need to live in light of the arriving Kingdom of 

God. Because the Kingdom work that we do today, 

just might make its mark on eternity. 

 

1 Corinthians 2:9 

 “No eye has seen, no ear has heard, 

    and no mind has imagined 

what God has prepared 

    for those who love him” 

Our minds can’t even fully imagine what’s coming. 

But we can anchor into the hope that we have in 

Jesus. This hope is unveiled throughout Revelation. 

And it’s summarized in the final line of our 

Statement of Faith here at North Park, which I want 

to just close with today: Jesus Christ will return, 

bringing about the resurrection of the dead, the 

judgment of all people, and the consummation of 

God’s glorious eternal kingdom. As we think about 

this incredible ending to the story of God and 

creation, the ending that is actually a new beginning, 

let us be filled with hope: 

 

That Jesus will return. 

That resurrection is coming.  

That New creation is coming. 

That God’s judgement, which perfectly balances 

justice and mercy, will sweep away sin from our 

world so that God can come and dwell with us. 

And that God’s glorious eternal kingdom is on it’s 

way. Amen? Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Points to Ponder  

Unveiling Hope – A Study of the Book of 

Revelation  

Revelation 21-22 (New Jerusalem) 

 

With a friend, your family or in your small 

group, discuss the following questions. 

1. What makes a place home? Share a time when 

you experience a place really feeling like home. Or, 

share a time when you experienced a place that 

really didn’t feel like home. 

2. What do you think our eternal home will be like? 

Share some of your thoughts and ideas about 

heaven. What have you heard others say? What 

scripture verses come to mind when you think about 

heaven? 

3. Have you ever lost a loved one? What is your 

understanding of where they are now? What ideas 

about heaven do you feel confident about? What 

ideas about heaven do you feel uncertain about? 

4. From Revelation 21-22 we learn that God’s 

ultimate plan is to bring Heaven to earth, restoring 

all of creation, so that he can make his home here 

with his people. Does this surprise you? In what 

ways is this different from what you previously 

thought? Does your understanding of heaven fit with 

this picture of God’s good and glorious ending, 

which is also a new beginning? 

5. N.T. Wright, a New Testament scholar, has 

explained that when we die, our souls go to be with 

God, but the story doesn’t end there. Those who 

have died are now waiting for resurrection. There is 

“life after life after death”, a time which will begin 

when Christ returns, and new creation is fully 

realized. Is this idea new to you? Do you tend to 

think of heaven as only a spiritual realm, or do you 

understand it to be both spiritual and earthy? 

6. N. T. Wright has also said that “God is not going 

to abandon the project”, meaning that God created 

the heavens and the earth, and said that it is good, 

and so, he is not going to give up and start over 

somewhere new. If God is not giving up, neither 

should we! In what ways can we participate in 

God’s Kingdom work of bringing heaven to earth? 

7. Read the description of New Jerusalem found in 

Revelation 21:10 – 22:6. Take time to notice what 

will be in New Jerusalem (God, light, materials, 

people, etc.), and what will not be in New Jerusalem 

(the sea, sadness, death, sin, temple). What stands 

out to you? What images do you find meaningful? 

What confuses you? What excites you? 

8. Read Revelation 21:3-6. What hope do you see in 

these verses? 

Prayer and Action Item 

Pray for one another out of the key points that were 

discussed. Pray for wisdom and peace as you 

approach the subject of the return of Christ with 

those around both Christian and non-Christian.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


