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Unveiling Hope – Revelation Summary 

 

What a wonderful service it has been this morning. 

We got to hear stories of faith and witness the 

obedience of those who have gone through the 

waters of baptism declaring their allegiance to Jesus.    

 

If you have been around North Park throughout this 

fall, you know that we have been immersed in a 

message series each Sunday entitled, Unveiling 

Hope. A Study in the Book of Revelation.  

That is right, we have dared to ventured into the 

controversial last book of the Bible, Revelation.  

 

Even if you are not a Christian or have had limited 

exposure to church, I think most are familiar with 

the biblical book of Revelation, would you agree? It 

is what all the doomsday, apocalyptic Hollywood 

movies are about. But, as I hope you have 

discovered throughout this series, Revelation is less 

a book predicting all the horrible things that are 

going to happen at the end of the world and more a 

discipleship manual that grows our faith and reveals 

Jesus as powerfully as any other book of the Bible. 

It also reminds us, that things aren’t always as they 

seem. In short, Revelation is a book about hope and 

any interpretation of it that doesn’t lead us to the 

feet of Jesus and a personal encounter with Him is 

simply missing the mark. I trust that is what you 

have discovered in our time together over the past 

nine weeks.  

 

Along with the Bible of course, one of the resources 

we have been using for this series is the book 

Discipleship on the Edge. In it, author and pastor 

Darrell Johnson makes an observation that is quite 

interesting. There is this unique and provocative 

phrase that bookends the contents of the book of 

Revelation. It is found both at the beginning of the 

book and at the very end. Do you know what that 

phrase is? The time is near. In the very first chapter, 

the prologue of the book it says: 

 

Revelation 1:3  

God blesses the one who reads the words 

of this prophecy to the church, and he 

blesses all who listen to its message and 

obey what it says, for the time is near. 

Then flip all the way to the end and the very last 

chapter of Revelation and an angel of the Lord 

instructs the author, John. 

 

 Revelation 22:10 

“Do not seal up the prophetic words in this 

book, for the time is near.  

These are the only times this phrase is used in 

Revelation, at the very beginning and at the very 

end. It is like the apostle John has sandwiched 

everything written in the pages between this promise 

and affirmation, the time is near. The time is 

near…for what?  

 

The time is near for the fulfillment of God’s great 

purposes for humanity and our world. The time is 

near for His redemption, judgment and re-creation. 

In short, the time is near for Jesus to return and for 

His Kingdom to come fully on earth as it is in 

Heaven. Isn’t that exciting? But perhaps you are 

thinking, near? The Time is near? Really? We are 

now over 2000 years out from the birth, death and 

resurrection of Jesus. We are still waiting. This is 

near? 

 

I had an appointment last week that was running a 

little late and the receptionist came into the waiting 

room to reassure me, the doctor will be with you 

shortly. In other words, the time is near but waiting 

10-15 minutes is tough for us, what about 2000 

years and counting? In fact, both the apostles Paul 

and Peter, wrote in the first century that they 

anticipated Jesus returning in their lifetime. Jesus 

Himself insinuates it when he says to those around 

him. 

 

  Matthew 24:42 

“So you, too, must keep watch! For you 

don’t know what day your Lord is coming.  

 



Throughout history, humanity has been longing for 

Jesus to return but it is now 2022. How is this near? 

Did Peter, Paul, Jesus, did we all get it all wrong? 

I don’t think so. Go back and reread over Jesus 

words carefully in the gospels and you will see that 

He always envisioned that there would be a process.  

 

The whole world must hear the gospel. The spirit 

must come so Jesus could go and do some 

preparatory work for us and have you ever noticed 

that in His teaching, Jesus often used images such as 

a Master going away on a long journey and seeds 

growing in the earth? All of it takes time perhaps 

alluding to the fact that His second coming will take 

some time.   

 

However, there is tension in this idea that the time is 

near yet we are seemingly, still waiting. With Jesus’ 

birth, His earthly ministry of awesome teaching and 

amazing healings, His death and resurrection and 

then His mission to humanity that we are to go into 

the world and teach everyone about Him, we were 

teased. Teased into believing that the time was near, 

His kingdom was coming.  

 

In fact, ever since Jesus first walked the face of this 

earth and declared His good news to humanity. Do 

you remember it in Luke? 

 

 Luke 4:18-19  

“The Spirit of the LORD is upon me, 

    for he has anointed me to bring Good 

News to the poor. 

He has sent me to proclaim that captives 

will be released, 

    that the blind will see, 

that the oppressed will be set free, 

  and that the time of the LORD’s favor has 

come.” 

Ever since Jesus uttered those words, the time has 

been near.  

 

The time is near…. 

1. When the whole world will know Jesus 

 

Remember in Revelation 1:7 when it says, Look! 

He comes with the clouds of heaven. And everyone 

will see him. Notice in this passage it does not say, 

He will come. That suggests that Jesus is standing 

off in the wings somewhere waiting, disconnected 

from the world, biding his time.  

 

No, the text says, He comes…. Jesus is already 

moving towards us and He has been in motion 

towards us for 2000 years, drawing near to us. The 

text says, everyone will see him. Jesus is close at 

hand and one day at the perfect moment, we will 

finally see Him face to face.  

 

I often have people say to me, Paul. There is so 

much upheaval in the world, so much evil, chaos 

and disorder, I wish Jesus would just come again. 

The book of Revelation reminds us that chaos and 

disorder in our world is not a sign of the absence of 

Jesus but instead it reveals His presence, that He is 

coming but He is being resisted.  

 

The Kingdom of Heaven and the Kingdom of our 

world are clashing. Believe it or not, that is good 

news because it means that we are not alone. Jesus 

is advancing, do we understand? One day, the time 

is near, when He will overcome the world and 

everyone will know Him.  

 

The time is near… 

2. When Jesus will finally have his way 

 

There is this wonderful self-declaration by Jesus in 

the final chapter of Revelation 22:13. He says, I am 

the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the 

Beginning and the End.” It is familiar passage in 

Scripture and on the surface, all three of these 

statements seem to be saying the same thing. Alpha 

and Omega are the first and last letters of the Greek 

alphabet so basically Jesus is saying, I am the A-Z. I 

am all you need. I am the first and the last. I am the 

beginning and the end. In other words, I am 

everything.  

 

But in the original language of Jesus’ day, the last 

line here, I am… the beginning and the end implies 

so much more. By saying He is the beginning, Jesus 

is saying that He is the source of everything. Now 

that, is a radical claim. That in Him, everything 

finds it pattern, purpose and reason for being. When 

He says, I am the end. That is more than just, 

conclusion. It means destiny. The destiny of a 

pumpkin seed is to not to be an apple but to be a 

pumpkin. The destiny of human beings is to be like 

Jesus. He is the beginning (purpose and reason for 

being) and He is the end (the destiny).  

 



In other words, Jesus is inescapable. Oh, many of us 

try every day to avoid Him, escape Him, resist Him 

but we can’t do that forever. One day we will have 

to make a decision. Are we for Him or not? He is 

the beginning and the end. Do you see that? The day 

is coming when the whole world will, because the 

time is near.  

 

And thirdly, the time is near... 

3. When all of creation will finally be all we 

were intended to be. Followers of Jesus 

will reach their destiny.  

 

Do you know the last recorded way that Jesus refers 

to Himself in the book of Revelation? He could have 

ended the Bible with a bang by saying, I am the 

King of Kings and Lord of Lords or, I am the 

Messiah and Saviour of the world but He doesn’t do 

that. Instead, look what He says: 

 

 Revelation 22:16 

 I am the bright morning star. 

Do you know what a bright morning star is? The 

morning star appears in the sky only when night has 

reached it greatest degree of darkness. Although it 

may be dark for 3-4 more hours, when you see the 

bright morning star, you know that the worst of the 

darkness of over. Morning is dawning. The time is 

near. Light will soon appear. Hope is on its way. 

The darkness will soon give way to light. Judgement 

will be passed and Jesus will make all things new. 

 

In the book of Revelation, we are reminded that the 

time is near.  

1. When the whole world will know Jesus 

2. When Jesus will finally have his way 

3. When all of creation will finally be all we 

were intended to be.  

So, how do we live in the waiting? How do we live 

in the tension of the already but not yet? How do we 

live in, the time is near, reality? 

 

Let me suggest three things and I again, I borrow 

these from Darrel Johnson. As Christians in our 

world today, we are to live in faith and obedience 

by: 

 

1. Resisting the darkness of the world. With 

His death and resurrection, Jesus has 

defeated evil and the ruler of the world, 

Satan. So, why would we want to continue to 

live in a way that has been proven to be 

hopeless, futile and destructive? We are to 

resist the darkness of the world.  

 

2. Embrace the way of Jesus. The bright 

morning star. Who better to know the way 

that we should live our lives than the Creator 

of life?   

 

This morning, 13 people at North Park 

Fanshawe and 3 people at North Park 

Stratford put a stake in the ground and 

publicly declared that they are shunning the 

way of the world and embracing the way of 

Jesus by being baptized. To symbolically 

enter into Jesus’ death and then come 

through to share in His resurrected life. It is 

a powerful symbol. So, have you embraced 

the way of Jesus? Is Jesus the Lord of your 

life and if not, why not? 

 

3. Enter the darkness of the world with the 

light of Jesus. Knowing that the time is near 

does not mean that as Christians, we are to 

all go and hide in a cave and just hang out 

and wait until Jesus does finally return.  

No, it means that we are called to go to those 

seemingly dark places in our world, our 

communities, neighbourhoods, schools, 

workplaces and cities with the light, the 

good news of Jesus.  

 

As a Christian the thoughts that consume us should 

not be of our own moral performance but instead, 

how do we best love the person next door to us or in 

the cubicle beside us in the name of Jesus? How do 

we shine His light? 

 

The time is near…can you feel it? That is what this 

journey through Revelation has been all about. That 

day when finally, the curtain will be completely 

pulled back and we will encounter Jesus face to 

face.  

 

The time when He will come and finally have His 

way and for those who believe in His name to 

finally be all that we were created to be.  

And, it will be a time when Jesus, the bright 

morning star will finally receive all the glory and all 

the honour that He is worthy of. It is His unveiling 

hope. Is that the hope that you have anchored your 

life on? 


