
September 20, 2026  

Community Group Sermon Notes 
Useful in the Master’s Hands – Pastor Kevin Flannery 
Series:  Guard the Gospel & Adorn the Truth: The Pastoral Epistles 
 

Ice Breaker 
“Can you think of a time when you were technically right about something, but the way you handled 

it was completely wrong?” 

 
Read & Reflect on the Scripture Passage – 2 Timothy 2:14-26 
 

Sermon Application Discussion 
 

1. Handle the Truth Faithfully — Am I allowing Scripture to straighten me? Read 2 Timothy 2:14–19. 

Paul tells Timothy to be a worker who is “approved” by God and who “correctly handles the word of 

truth.” The sermon emphasized that we do not stand over God’s Word—we stand under it.  

• What does it mean practically to “correctly handle the word of truth”? 

• Where are you most tempted to bend Scripture around your preferences rather than allow 

Scripture to straighten you? 

• Why is it sometimes difficult to receive Scripture when it confronts something we believe or 

want? 

• What is one area of your life where God may be asking you to allow His Word to have the final 

word? 
 

2. Become Useful to the Master — Is my life becoming a vessel God can use? Read 2 Timothy 2:20–22. 
Paul describes people who are “made holy, useful to the Master and prepared to do any good work.” The 

sermon emphasized that usefulness to God is not primarily about being impressive, talented, influential, or 

successful. God is looking for people who are clean, available, and ready for His purposes. We pursue holiness 

not so that Christ will accept us, but because in Christ we have already been accepted. 

• Why do you think we are often more concerned with being impressive or successful than 

being useful to God? 

• What immature desires—such as the need to prove yourself, win an argument, receive 

approval, or get your way—might God be asking you to flee? 

• What would it look like for you to pursue righteousness, faith, love, and peace more 

intentionally this week? 

• Is there an area of your life where you need greater accountability or encouragement as you 

pursue holiness? 

 

3. Speak the Truth Gently — How do I respond when someone disagrees with me?  

Read 2 Timothy 2:23–26. 

Paul does not tell Timothy to abandon truth or avoid disagreement. Instead, he calls the Lord’s 

servant to be “kind to everyone, able to teach, not resentful,” and to gently instruct those who 

oppose him. We can have deep conviction while also having deep compassion. 

• When you disagree with someone, what tends to happen inside you—curiosity, compassion, 

defensiveness, frustration, or a desire to win? 

• Why can it be difficult to be both truthful and gentle? 

• How does trusting God to bring repentance change the way you speak to people who 

disagree with you? 
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• Think of a person with whom you strongly disagree. How might your approach change if you 

viewed that person as someone who needs rescue rather than an enemy who needs to be 

defeated? 

 
Going Deeper 
Read 2 Timothy 2:14–26 again. As you read, consider the sermon’s three pictures and three 

invitations: 

1. Handle the Truth Faithfully 

Ask yourself: Am I allowing Scripture to straighten me, or am I trying to bend Scripture around me? 

Identify one area where you need to listen more carefully to God's Word this week. Spend time in 

Scripture asking God not simply to inform you, but to transform you. 

2. Let the Truth Shape You 

Ask yourself: Am I becoming the kind of person God can use? 

Consider Paul's command to flee and pursue. Write down one attitude, desire, or behavior you need 

to flee and one Christlike quality you want to pursue this week. How can others help you attain this? 

3. Share the Truth Gently 

Ask yourself: Do I speak to people who disagree with me as enemies to defeat or as people who 

need the grace I have received? Pray through conversations asking God to reveal areas where you 

may still be in need of growth.  

 
Closing Prayer 
Lord Jesus, thank You that You have rescued us by Your grace and made us Your own. Help us to 

handle Your truth faithfully, allowing Your Word to shape our beliefs, our character, and our lives. 

Make us useful to You—not because we are impressive, but because we are clean, available, and 

ready for Your purposes. Help us flee what draws us away from You and pursue righteousness, faith, 

love, and peace. Give us wisdom and courage to speak truth with gentleness and compassion. And 

as we cannot change someone's heart, help us trust You to do what only You can do. In Your name 

Jesus we pray, Amen. 

 
Faith in Action 
Choose someone you find difficult to communicate with or often disagree with. 
Pray for that person this week. Ask God to give you both conviction and compassion and look for an 

opportunity to demonstrate Christlike gentleness through conversation.  

 
Discipleship Process 
LOVE GOD – Attending: Traditional Service (9:00 AM) & Contemporary Service (10:30 AM).  

LOVE OTHERS – Connecting: Welcome to the 2nd week of Community Groups!  

SERVE THE WORLD – Serving: Plan and put on your calendars your Community Group service project. 
 

 


