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LETTER FROM THE PASTOR
LET GRATITUDE FLOW
Dear Church of the Saviour family,

Mr. Benton Hall played an important role in my discipleship when I was in high school...almost forty
years ago!. As a member of Cru, he met with me and several young men my age for Bible study and
discipleship at his house before school. He and his wife, Susie, opened their home, refrigerator, and
their hearts to me and at a crucial time in my life. 

Who is a “Benton” in your life? As we enter this season of Thanksgiving, it is a wonderful thing to
think about those who have blessed us. But let’s not just let gratitude collect like water in a reservoir.
Let’s let the gratitude in our hearts flow to God and to an actual living person. Let’s be channels of
gratitude this holiday season. Let’s let it flow!

I am going to write to Benton today to express my love and gratitude for him. As he continues
pouring into high school students even today, I want him to know that his giving to the Lord by
discipling me made an indelible impact on my life. I want to tell him to keep on keeping on. His
tangible love and concern were transformative in my soul. 

I encourage you to prayerfully consider letting your gratitude flow this Thanksgiving by reaching out
to one—who is still alive—who blessed you with a visit, call, email, or text. This will not only make your
Thanksgiving richer, but it also might come at the exact right time for them! And, even more
wonderfully, it can be an act of worship to our gracious Savior!

With gratitude for you, my sisters and brothers in Christ,

I went through some hard things, both in my family and at
school, during those years. At Cheryl's and my rehearsal dinner,
Benton spoke about a season when I went through something
hard with a coach, and, as he was talking, he started to tear-up,
and his voice started to crack. Benton felt the pain of what I went
through. Because he loved me deeply, what I went through hurt
him greatly. I love Benton and am profoundly grateful that God
brought him into my life.

Pastor

Kevin
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AFGHAN COMMUNITY DAY - CELEBRATING WITH OUR NEIGHBORS!
On Saturday, November 12, our COS family, along with believers from the Northeast and
surrounding communities, organized an Afghan Community Day, where Afghan refugee families
gathered to find community with one another after leaving their home country to escape the
persecution and oppression of the Taliban. The relationships they have established with one
another over this past year have been a lifeline for them.

It was a fabulous day together! A team from COS Student Ministry arrived early to set up tables
and chairs, and they stayed until the end to clean up. They also came prepared to engage the
Afghan children and teens with crafts and games. Additionally, our COS family served a catered
meal from a local halal restaurant, and the food was excellent! We had very little leftover. 

The most important part of the day was the relationship-building that took place between the
Americans and the Afghans. This was a sacred place of trust as we engaged in conversation,
shared laughs together, and listened to their stories. They have many challenges here in the U.S.,
and many have heavy hearts for families left behind. Yet they are warm, friendly, and so thankful.

Here's what others from COS had to say about the event:

The Afghans said the food was so tasty! I caught the father of the family filling a plate. When
asked “are you saving a plate for your wife?”, he grinned and pointed to himself. He was getting
his third plate! I loved seeing our COS youth group in action. Playing with the Afghan children
bonding over basketball and crafts, they engaged the little ones so the Afghan parents could
connect with one another. The three boys in our Afghan family were so active in their play. They
were asked, “did you just go swimming”? - Silvia Kwak

The drive into NE Philly was completely quiet. No one seemed too excited as it was the end of
another exhausting week for an Afghan father and his four children who had just moved into a
new home and started new schools. However, after several fun-filled hours with fellow Afghans
and new American friends, enjoying games, and delicious Afghan food, the drive home was
quite different. Renewed energy, nonstop chatter, and laughter filled the car, all evidence of a
successful Afghan Community Day! I enjoyed getting a henna tattoo and was surprised it
created the space for the young mom to share that her husband had been killed by the Taliban
because he was in the police. - Rebecca Emory

My Afghan friend came to the event eager to make new friends with people from her country.
During the meal, a young woman who spoke her language sat down with us, and the two of
them had a long conversation. My friend later related, with some amazement, that the woman
had decided to become a Christian after coming to this country because she was shown such
love and kindness by Christian people. - Linda Bauman



It was an enjoyable event talking with folks. I spoke with a couple of Afghan men. In their country,
the entire family lives together. They miss all of them terribly. They are happy their kids will get a
good education and live in a peaceful and safe country. It was very eye-opening. The food at the
event was fantastic! All the Afghans said it was excellent! - Brad Zerr

I had so much fun making new Afghan friends. The food was delicious, which connected all of us.
It was a wonderful venue to strengthen a cross-cultural community, and we got to know one
another at a humanistic level. - Phoung Lee

The warm weather outside was only surpassed by the warm community inside. Great to see
adults/children, Afghan/Americans, and Christians/Muslims all joined together in the community
through great food and culture, song, dance, and games. All were blessed on this day. - Tom Lee

I talked to a number of ladies at the event. Being Indian, they were happy to meet me. Both
ladies love Indian people and Indian movies, and one spoke Hindi. It made her feel like she was
with her family being with me and speaking Hindi together. They shared their stories and we
exchanged contact information. We have already spoken by phone! - Saroj Wong
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GIVING TUESDAY / CHRISTMAS COLLECTIONS

CHORAL ADVENT CELEBRATION & THE CHRISTMAS CONCERTS

This year, there are two very special ways to participate in our joint Giving Tuesday / Christmas
Collections. First, we are partnering with Northeast Philly churches and organizations to collect
items to bless several Afghan refugees and their families. We are also partnering with
Worthwhile Wear to provide items for their homes that support survivors of human trafficking. 

Visit our website, coswayne.org/collections, for the lists of items we are collecting, drop-off
details (between November 20 and December 10), AND links to an Amazon shopping list that
will ship directly to the desired destination.

Not quite sure what the difference is between the Choral Advent Celebration (on Saturday,
December 3, at 4:00 pm in the sanctuary) and the Christmas Concerts (on Friday, Saturday,
AND Sunday, December 16-18)? Andy Lenko, our Worship Associate, is here to help! 

Check out this short video that outlines how these events will help us prepare for Advent, show
the love of God to others, and celebrate this wonderful season!

THE FULL HOLIDAY SCHEDULE IS AVAILABLE ON OUR WEBSITE!

In addition to exploring the list of activities on the next page, we encourage you to check out
the full holiday schedule on our website: coswayne.org/holiday. You don't want to miss the
Amazon shopping list for the Christmas Collections, registration details for the Women's
Christmas Event, OR the shareable invitations for the Choral Advent Celebration!

IT'S NOT TOO SOON TO BE THINKING ABOUT NEXT YEAR!

More information will be coming soon about several ministries restarting in January, including
Community Groups, Alpha, and Conversational English! Encourage your friends to sign-up now
(at coswayne.org/newsletter) to get the January newsletter delivered directly to their email
inbox. We will be publishing the newsletter on Friday, December 16!

https://vimeo.com/772438100
http://www.coswayne.org/collections
http://www.coswayne.org/holiday
http://www.coswayne.org/newsletter
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NEW YEAR'S DAY SERVICES
January 1

Traditional | 9:00 am
Modern | 10:30 am

CHRISTMAS COLLECTIONS
November 20 - December 10

THANKSGIVING FIRESIDE SERVICE
November 22 | 7:00 pm

WOMEN'S CHRISTMAS EVENT
December 3 | 9:30 am CHORAL ADVENT CELEBRATION

December 3 | 4:00 pm

CHRISTMAS CONCERTS
December 16-18

     Friday | 7:00 pm
Saturday | 3:00 pm
Saturday | 7:00 pm
  Sunday | 3:00 pm

CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICES
December 25

Traditional | 9:00 am
Modern | 10:30 am

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES
December 24

Modern | 12:00 pm
 Traditional | 2:30 pm



Text Messaging
Text "JOIN COS" to 833-744-9334 to receive alerts or
important messages from COS.
Questions & Feedback
We welcome and encourage all inquiries: info@coswayne.org
SOCIAL MEDIA
Follow us on social media by searching "Church of the Saviour"
on Facebook and Instagram!

GIVING UPDATE
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Ministry/Ops Missions
GIVING TO DATE

BUDGET

OVER/(UNDER) ($285,057) ($20,854)

$765,176

$1,050,233
$171,643

$192,497

Love-in-Action

$74,024
$26,780*

$47,244

LOVE-IN-ACTION is a fund managed by the deacons to provide financial aid for people in
our church and community who are suffering. 
*Aid provided from 7/1-10/31.

As we noted last month, our weekly giving has been lower than our expected budget since
the beginning of the fiscal year. Additionally, last year COS received several large gifts at the
end of October, which factored heavily into our projection for this year’s giving. While we have
seen weekly giving increase since last month, we still have a long way to go. Thankfully, COS
has been blessed historically by congregants who follow the prompting of the Holy Spirit to
give sacrificially. If you are considering if now is a good time to give, it is! If you have questions
about how to give, please visit coswayne.org/give or contact the church office at 610.688.6338. 

It is exciting to see continued strong attendance at our services each week. Jesus is at work,
transforming the lives of women, men, boys, and girls. This is a thrilling time for us to pray and
trust that God will work!

YTD FINANCIAL UPDATE - WHY A $285K DEFICIT?

mailto:info@coswayne.org
https://www.coswayne.org/give

