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LETTER FROM THE PASTOR 

Dear church family,

We spent time last month looking at the most neglected area of discipleship – namely, our

relationship with money. Jesus discussed this more than the super-important topics of faith and

prayer combined. Why? Because He knows the power of money to become a rival god that steals

our allegiance and ultimately robs us of divine joy and purpose. 

Talking about this truth is one thing, but living it out is another. 

As you reflect on what we've discussed, would you consider praying through the options below, to

see how God is calling you to submit (or submit again) 100% of your life to Him? How can you

partner with Jesus and COS to see Him continue to transform lives?

CULTIVATING GENEROSITY

Begin tithing - Maybe you have never tithed (10%), and

God is leading you to do this.

Begin percentage giving - Maybe you can’t tithe right

now but feel led to start giving a percentage of your

income. Pray about starting at a lower percentage and

then build gradually towards 10%. 

Take the next percentage step towards a tithe - Maybe

you have been giving a percentage, but it is not yet 10%.

Prayerfully consider taking that next step (e.g., you are

giving 5%, take the next step to 8%).

Take the next percentage step beyond a tithe - Maybe the baseline of a tithe does not

represent sacrificial giving for you (Mark 12:41-44). God has blessed you abundantly and now you

feel led to give more than you can spare. 

Begin giving to missions – Maybe you have never taken this step but feel led to start!

Begin giving regularly to missions – Maybe you have given sporadically, but now you sense God

asking you to give on a regular schedule.

Increase your giving to missions – Maybe you have regularly given to missions but you feel

prompted to give even more generously.

Additionally, COS has a rich history of giving generously to worldwide evangelization. Would you

prayerfully consider a possible next step in giving to missions?
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If you are a member or attender and are signed up to receive mail from us, you'll be receiving a

similar letter with a physical commitment card to support you in this process.

Whatever step you decide to take, would you consider sharing this step with someone so they can

join you as a prayer and accountability partner? Also, if you would like to make a monetary

commitment (pledge) that aligns with your step above, you can make a pledge to the COS

Ministry/Operations Fund and Global Outreach (Missions) Fund for our next fiscal year (July 1, 2023 -

June 30, 2024) on our website: coswayne.org/cgc.

The genius of the local church is that we can do more good collectively than we can individually.

There is an exponential spiritual synergy that happens when like-minded church family members

pool their resources and then invest them prayerfully in directions that bring about spiritual

transformation. We are blessed to be part of just such a family. Thank you for prayerfully partnering

with Jesus and COS in our next ministry year!

Until all have heard,

Pastor Kevin

FAITH IN CONTEXT
If you missed our latest Faith in Context event, you can check out the recording below or at

coswayne.org/faithincontext. You can also download the Lament worksheet here and pick up a copy

of "Rejoicing in Lament" (Billings) or "Lament for a Son" (Wolterstorff) in the church office.

Listen as Dr. Liz Hall, a clinical psychologist at Biola, who specializes in meaning-making in suffering,

shared her powerful story of how misconceptions and wrong theology almost robbed her of a sense

of purpose during her fight with cancer, and why the Christian discipline of lament is crucial to our

spiritual and mental health. Join Liz and the group for a guided reflection on lament after her talk. 

https://subsplash.com/churchofthesaviour-pa/media/mi/+q3jndsg
https://subsplash.com/churchofthesaviour-pa/media/mi/+q3jndsg
http://www.coswayne.org/cgc
http://coswayne.org/faithincontext
https://files.snappages.site/3JC5N2/assets/files/Lament-Workshop-Handout.pdf
https://files.snappages.site/3JC5N2/assets/files/Lament-Workshop-Handout.pdf


On Easter morning you may have noticed the smell of sizzling sausage wafting through the

campus. This was all thanks to a hard-working group of teenagers who came together to prepare

and serve breakfast in an effort to raise funds for their upcoming summer missions trip. Twenty-two

students and adults are heading to the Dominican Republic from July 8 -15 to serve alongside a

missions organization called Adventures in Missions. The team will partner with local leaders to

share about Jesus as the Way, the Truth, and the Life with the people living in Moca, DR. Through a

variety of activities, such as VBS, sports clinics, and special service projects, the students will testify

to God’s great love and salvation for all people. It will be a great honor for the team to learn from

the local ministers in Moca who have dedicated their lives to sharing Christ with their neighbors

and bringing hope to a community with great needs.

We want to thank everyone who attended the Easter Fundraiser breakfast. We are truly grateful for

your generosity! The team raised $4,870 and served approximately 400 people throughout the

morning. A special thanks to all of the volunteers who worked behind the scenes to help make this

breakfast a reality.
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KIDS CAMP SCHOLARSHIPS

STUDENT MINISTRY FUNDRAISER

Please continue covering our team with prayer. Visit
coswayne.org/students for more information about
the team and how to support us. 

One important aspect of our Kids Ministry is our Kids Camp Scholarship Fund, which makes it

possible for all children (preschool to 7th grade) to attend camp regardless of the cost. This directly

helps families, both in and around our community, who can’t afford to send multiple children to

camp. It also supports kids from several City Ministries, who can only attend because of our

scholarships.

Would you consider helping us reach our goal of providing 60 scholarships ($30,000) by giving to

our Kids Camp Scholarship Fund? Every $500 donation sends 1 child to camp! Give here!

http://coswayne.org/students
https://onrealm.org/COSwayne/-/form/give/CampScholarships


We have two exciting staff announcements to share with you.

First, we are praising the Lord for providing a wonderful answer to our prayers for a
Women’s Ministry & Community Group Director in Wendy Walters! Thank you to everyone

who has diligently prayed for, filled in for, and shared our needs. We would not have made it

through this process without you. After an extensive discernment process, the Lord has

confirmed, and we are thrilled to have Wendy join our team. 

Wendy and her husband Russ are well-known to many at Church of the Saviour. They have been

members since 2017. Wendy and Russ have been married for 26 years and have 3 children: Scott

(22), Julie (20), and Laura (16). Wendy and Russ have been closely connected to a community

group and have served in too many volunteer roles to name. Wendy is currently the chair of COS’

Fund Leadership Team, overseeing the Delaware Valley fund, which provides grants to church

planting efforts in Philadelphia, and the Kingdom Growth fund, which provides grants for new

ministry initiatives.

In 2022, Wendy graduated with an MDiv from Missio Seminary and has worked at Missio as their

Director of Strategic Relations since 2018. Wendy also has a BS in Civil Engineering from Bucknell

University and an ME in Environmental Engineering from Penn State University, with 10 years of

experience in engineering consulting.

In early December, Kevin, Rachel, and Drew met with a group of women from COS to collect

feedback on our Women’s ministry and compile the characteristics of an “ideal candidate” who

could serve in this role.  We believe Wendy has all that we dreamed of together …and more.

Wendy has top-notch theological education and training, and she will bring a wealth of life

experience and wisdom to her role at COS. There is also an intangible quality of humble, prayerful

dependence on God’s Spirit, that, though not measurable, is palpable to all who interact with

Wendy.

Additionally, we are also praising God for leading our very own Jim Dougherty to take on the
additional responsibility of leading our Men’s Ministry. You may know Jim as our talented and

creative Worship Arts Pastor, but Jim also has a passion for developing deep, spiritually maturing

relationships with people, and we are excited to see how he will use those gifts to deepen our

community of men at COS.

We are grateful for how God has continued to provide for our church through these amazing

team members. Please be praying for Wendy and Jim as they step into these roles over the
next few months and for Haig (and Natalie) Shishmanian as he joins our team on May 8!
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The Love-in-Action (LIA) fund, managed by the Deacons, helps to meet emergency and/or short-

term financial needs. In keeping with Galatians 6:10, “Therefore, as we have the opportunity, let us

do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers,” priority is given

first to COS members and attenders, and then to individuals outside of the COS body. And all

assistance is kept under strict confidentiality. 

Also, when appropriate and in keeping with the spirit of the LIA guidelines, one-time disaster and

year-end emergency relief has been provided to select organizations in the Delaware Valley.

Over the past 18 months, the LIA fund has assisted nearly 70 families, including one family who

struggled to find steady employment and then unexpectedly needed to relocate. Assistance

included initial rental costs, emergency bills, and counseling. LIA has also provided crisis

assistance to local organizations. Assistance was provided to an African American church in

downtown Coatesville that suffered significant damage from tropical storm Ida (pictures below);

to a group of Ukrainian refugees soon after the Russian invasion; to Frederick Douglass Christian

School in Chester to cover payroll and essential utilities; and to Worthwhile Wear to support

survivors of human trafficking. (In addition to LIA support, several other COS ministries support

Worthwhile Wear by collecting items for their rescue homes, hosting their Worth It program, and

serving in their thrift store.) 

Also, every Christmas the Love-in-Action fund supports the Adopt-A-Child program, which

provides monetary assistance to qualifying parents, primarily from COS and also from the

community, to help them provide Christmas gifts for each child.

Contributions to the Love-in-Action fund provide tangible, timely demonstrations of God's love

and grace to many in need!

LOVE-IN-ACTION



Text Messaging
Text "JOIN COS" to 833-744-9334 to receive alerts or
important messages from COS.
Questions & Feedback
We welcome and encourage all inquiries: info@coswayne.org
SOCIAL MEDIA
Follow us on social media by searching "Church of the Saviour"
on Facebook and Instagram!
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GIVING TO DATE

BUDGET

OVER/(UNDER) ($204,976) ($63,465)

$2,255,506

$2,460,482

$479,109

$542,574

Love-in-Action

$123,541
$93,775*

$29,766

LOVE-IN-ACTION is a fund managed by the deacons to provide financial aid for

people in our church and community who are suffering. 

*Aid provided from 7/1/22 - 3/31/23.

YTD GIVING TOWARD THE 2022-2023 BUDGET
As we move closer to the end of our fiscal year, we continue to thank God for His faithfulness and
provision for our church. While giving fell short of the expected budget for the month, and we are
$205k behind our expected giving for the year, expenses have been stable, and we continue to
have the capacity to support larger ministry initiatives, like the recent Faith in Context event and
the upcoming church picnic on Sunday, June 11.

Sometimes God provides directly, through the generosity of His children (demonstrated at the

Student Ministry Fundraiser Breakfast this Easter). And sometimes He provides indirectly, by

giving us a mild winter, which reduced our snow removal and heating expenses. (It also gave us

the flexibility to continue using F101, one of our primary meeting rooms, while we waited almost

three months for a new heat exchanger.) Sometimes His work is obvious, like bringing over 1,400

people to our Good Friday and Easter services. And sometimes, it takes a minute to recognize His

handiwork (often because we're too busy to see it).

As the Holy Spirit continues to work through our church, we trust that He will provide both the

means to do His will and the vision to see His work in us.

mailto:info@coswayne.org

