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LETTER FROM THE PASTOR

our great God and Savior—Jesus Christ. 

This specific Sunday is picked for several deliberate reasons. 

First, people are especially receptive to spiritual things as the holiday season approaches.
Second, the holidays highlight our God-given desire for authentic relationships. Third,
Daylight Savings Time ends this Sunday (we fall back!), so people get an extra hour of
sleep; what better time to invite someone to church than when they are well-rested?
Fourth, it is a bridge event from our COS Fall Fest outreach that will take place this
Saturday, October 30th (weather permitting!) from 1-4 pm. Everyone who attends our Fall
Fest will receive an invitation to join us the next weekend at our Open House. 

Our Sunday gatherings, from the nursery, kids, teens, and adults, will be preparing to
sincerely welcome guests, as will our First Impression Team (greeters, ushers, Corner Café,
etc.). Please go out of your way on November 6 (and every Sunday!) to warmly welcome
those you see on campus, in the classrooms, and in our sanctuary. A great way to greet
people you don’t know is with something like, “Hello my name is ____________. How long
have you been attending COS?” This doesn’t assume that they are new, but it also invites
people to respond as they did to me last week… “This is my very first Sunday.” This then led
naturally to more meaningful conversation. 

Dear church family, 

It is great to be back! I have missed being together with you in worship.

Speaking of being together in worship, we have a great opportunity coming up on
Sunday, November 6 (one week from this Sunday), to share an important part of our
church life with those who don't know Jesus or have a church home.

Every year, we reserve the first Sunday in November for
Open House. This is an intentional outreach where you can
invite those in your sphere of influence (those seeking or
unconnected to a church) to experience a normal Sunday
at Church of the Saviour. Our hope is that everyone who
visits senses God’s presence and will be drawn to worship 
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Wouldn’t it be great to see our church filled with new faces who are joining our familiar
faces—all worshiping King Jesus! Let’s start praying now and asking God whom we might
bring. Invitation cards are available at our worship services this Sunday. Feel free to grab
one (or a few!). 

Remember that the secret sauce is not in the paper invitation. It is in the relationship you
have or are building with the other person. So, we might say something like, “Hey, you
shared with me that you don’t have a church home," or "I’ve never asked you if you have a
church home. We are having an Open House at our church next Sunday to let people
know what a normal Sunday at Church of the Saviour is like. If you're interested, I’d love to
invite you to be my guest. We can sit together and grab lunch after the service. It’ll be on
me!” IF the person shows interest, then give them the invitation. IF they don’t, then keep it
to invite someone else. People are more open to an invitation than we might think. Don’t
believe it, dig deeper into the research here. The paper invitation has no power in and of
itself (of course!), but the relational capital we have with those in our sphere of influence
does! Also, people who are going through hard times are especially open and looking for
hope. So, let’s show special love to those going through divorces, dealing with sickness,
grieving a loss, looking for work, experiencing depression or anxiety, just having a new
baby, etc. Hard times have a way of opening our hearts to Jesus.

Let’s share the greatest gift in our lives with those around us! May God draw a great crowd
to COS through our personal invitations, so that more people can worship Jesus with us!

Until all have heard,

WELCOME TO OUR NEWEST MEMBERS!

Hayley Gemmel

Annette Jarrett

Kevin Khang

Linda Trimble
Douglas Tsai

Jeff Gemmell

Rayanna Jarrett

Christina Moon

Jane Tsai

Our next new members' class will be on November 19 from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm. For more
information and to register, visit coswayne.org/newmembersclass.

https://churchplants.com/articles/7208-ed-stetzer-why-a-simple-invitation-has-strategic-power-for-evangelism.html
http://coswayne.org/newmembersclass


AFGHAN COMMUNITY DAY
Saturday, November 12th, 2:00 to 6:00 pm
@ International Christian High School
5500 Tabor Ave, Northeast Philadelphia

More details can be found HERE. 

Jesus was asked the question, who is my neighbor? He responded with the parable of the
Good Samaritan, a familiar story to many of us. A traveler becomes the victim of robbery
and assault nearly costing him his life. The religious leaders, whom you would have
expected to care for him, are unmerciful; they look the other way and continue on their
journey. When the Samaritan comes along, he goes above and beyond to care for this man
who was left for dead. He sets aside his prejudices, tenderly bandages the injured man’s
wounds, carefully transports him to a place for rest and care, and generously donates all the
funds necessary for his needs. The Samaritan responds with mercy. He seems to
understand the intrinsic value of this man’s life as an image bearer of His Creator.

God is calling His Church to be Good Samaritans to our neighbors. And who are our
neighbors? We must define neighbor the way Jesus described it in this parable. A neighbor
is anyone with whom we can show God’s mercy and love. By God’s providence, Afghan
refugees are resettling in nearby communities. They are our neighbors! As part of our local
outreach focus to these previously unreached people groups, COS is partnering with The
INN (International Neighborhood Network) and NE Philly churches (many Afghan refugees
have resettled in NE) to host Afghan Community Day! We are inviting the Church to come
together to show the love of Christ in practical ways to our neighbors. Like the victim in
Jesus’ parable, Afghan refugees have been targets of violence and death threats. They’ve
been robbed of living safely in their homeland. Forced to leave their families and
belongings, they are now living among us, learning a new language and culture. Many on
this journey are without the help of an American friend.

Afghan Community Day is a call to the Church both at COS and Philly Northeast to be
Good Samaritans to our new neighbors. God is calling us to set aside our prejudices, to
interrupt our busy schedules, and to give generously of our time (and maybe even our
funds) to build relationships with this community, which bear the image of God. Our
prayer is that God’s people will show up BIG on November 12th so He can do
immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine according to His power that is at work in us,
His Church, all for His glorious and great Name! 
We hope you’ll make plans to join us!

MINISTRY UPDATES
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Also, checkout coswayne.org/collections for more details about our annual Christmas
collection benefiting the Afghan Refugee community.

https://onrealm.org/COSwayne/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=MjY2N2MxN2QtYzk2MC00MDE4LWJlNjktYWYyZTAxNTI0Nzdh
http://coswayne.org/collections


coffee that is locally roasted. So, now every cup of coffee enjoyed at COS supports victims
of trafficking. 

Since 2019, COS has continued to grow our involvement in anti-trafficking efforts. In 2021,
we started hosting the Worth It program, and on Tuesday, October 11, we celebrated the
third Worth It graduation held at COS. Nearly 30 women have received valuable
information, tools, and biblical truths to help them heal from their trauma. Additionally,
COS women support the Worthwhile Wear mission by volunteering in their newly opened
thrift store in Collegeville. We are off to a great start helping in the fight against the
modern-day slavery of women, men, and children around the world; but there is much
more to be done. The next time you grab a cup of coffee on a Sunday morning, remember
to pray for those held in bondage here and abroad. May the Lord have mercy!

MINISTRY UPDATES
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Hey coffee drinkers – have you noticed a difference in the coffee
at COS? If you're a tea drinker, you wouldn't have noticed; but
you'll still want to know this! Church of the Saviour is now
partnering with Grounds for Restoration, a small local nonprofit
coffee bean company that “donates 100% of their profits to
supporting anti-trafficking and restoration efforts.” GFR sells
high-quality, organically grown, fairly-traded (plus a premium)  

GROUNDS FOR RESTORATION

FAREWELL DENEEN
After 5 years of good and faithful service, Deneen McDonald will be leaving the Church of
the Saviour Staff in mid-December. Deneen has played a critical role at COS, most recently
leading our Women's Ministry. She will be sorely missed.

Deneen has accepted a new part-time, fully-remote position, which will give her and her
husband, Brian, the flexibility to support their children and other family members around
the country. This will also provide Deneen more time and space to do evangelism and
outreach, which has been a growing passion. Deneen and Brian will continue attending
COS, so they won't be too far away!

Please be praying for Deneen and Brian as they work through this transition in their lives
and careers. Please also be praying for our staff as we grieve this loss and determine both
short-term and long-term plans to support Deneen's areas of oversight.

Deneen has blessed our staff and our church in countless ways. Please join us in extending
our sister every good blessing from God’s hand! 
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Be alert to any email or text that requests that you send money or provide personal
information, even if it appears to be from a friend or family member. Follow-up with
your friend or family member directly (i.e. call them on the number that you have saved
in your phone) before taking any action.
Remember that the church and our staff will NEVER request donations or personal
information via text message. We will not send email requests asking you to purchase
something on behalf of the church. Please contact the church office if you have any
concerns.
Do not share or reuse your email password. If you haven't changed your email password
recently, it may be a good time to do so.
If you have not set up "two-step verification" or "multi-factor authentication" for your
email accounts, we highly recommend doing this. For instructions, please contact your
email provider.

GOOD PRACTICES TO HELP AVOID SCAMS
In the past, it was taboo for criminals to target churches. Those days have passed as many
realized that churches are full of generous people with big hearts. With the holidays
approaching, we encourage you to review your emails and texts more closely to avoid
being scammed. Here are a few things to keep in mind:

Technology advancements have provided great benefits, but not without risk. Please use
caution, and please reach out to the church office if you have any questions or concerns.

FAMILY NEWS
We know that change can be quite exciting or terribly hard. We want our church family to
be with you wherever you may be. If there is a birth, wedding, graduation, or the death of
your family member, please let us know. You can email or call the church office
(info@coswayne.org; 610.688.6338) or submit an update on our Family News website
(coswayne.org/family).

If you are looking for updates on members of our church family, you can visit our Family
News website (coswayne.org/family; select COS COMMUNITY then COS FAMILY NEWS from
our main site) or contact the church office. 

Please note that, to protect our families' personal information, we require the family's
permission before sharing personal information or posting anything to our website.

mailto:info@coswayne.org
http://coswayne.org/family
http://coswayne.org/family


Text Messaging
Text "JOIN COS" to 833-744-9334 to receive alerts or
important messages from COS.
Questions & Feedback
We welcome and encourage all inquiries: info@coswayne.org
SOCIAL MEDIA
Follow us on social media by searching "Church of the Saviour"
on Facebook and Instagram!

GIVING UPDATE
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Ministry/Ops Missions
GIVING TO DATE

BUDGET

OVER/(UNDER) ($192,626) ($9,395)

$636,324

$828,950
$155,169

$164,564

Love-in-Action

$68,836
$23,497*

$45,339

LOVE-IN-ACTION is a fund managed by the deacons to provide financial aid for people in
our church and community who are suffering. 
*Aid provided from 7/1-9/30.

YTD FINANCIAL UPDATE - WHY A $192K DEFICIT?
Since the beginning of the fiscal year, our weekly giving has been lower than our expected
budget. Additionally, last year COS received several large gifts at the end of October, which
factor heavily into our projection for this year’s giving. The projection from these generous
contributions, paired with lower-than-expected weekly giving, have impacted our bottom
line. Fortunately, COS has been blessed historically by congregants who follow the
prompting of the Holy Spirit to give sacrificially. It would not be surprising to see our great
God encourage a few—whom He has richly blessed—to give large gifts to support the work
Jesus is doing in our midst. 
It is exciting to see the recent surge in attendance. Jesus is at work at COS, transforming
the lives of women, men, boys, and girls. This is a thrilling time for us to pray fervently and
to trust God mightily!

mailto:info@coswayne.org

