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SHINiNg A LighT ON
WHO JeSUS ReALLY is

ILUMINATION
STafioN **

Jesus is God’s Promised Son
Jesus is God’s Perfect Son
Jesus is the Powerful Son of God
Jesus is the Proven Son of God
Jesus is God’s Plan for Forgiveness

VBS MOTTO:
Jesus is the Light of the World.

MEMORY VERSE:
Jesus spoke to them again: “I am the light of the world. Anyone
who follows me will never walk in the darkness but will have the

light of life.” John 8:12



VBS Dates

May 6 at 6:30 pm - VBS Meeting
(Security Overview)

May 30 - VBS Kickoft

June 14 - 18 - VBS
*Please arrive between 5-5:30:
VBS begins at 6pm

June 19 - Family Night at 6 pm




Day 2 - Monday
Jesus is God's

Perfect Son

Bible Story

The Baptism of Jesus

Matthew 3:13-17; Mark 1:1-11; John 1:29-34
Spotlight Question: Was Jesus just an
ordinary man?

Jesus is the perfect Son of God who
came to be the Savior of the world.

Day 4 -Wednesday
Jesus is the Proven Son

of God

Bible Story

Jesus Died and Rose to Life

Mark 14:43-16:7

Spotlight Question: Was Jesus just
someone who lived a long time ago?
Jesus loved, died, and rose to life again
to be our Savior, now and forever.

Day 1 - Sunday
Jesus is God's

Promised Son

Bible Story
Jesus asked Who People Thought He Was

Matthew 16:13-20

Spotlight Question: Who is Jesus?
Jesus is the Messiah, the promised Son
of God

Day 3 - Tuesday
Jesus is the Powerful

Son of God

Bible Story

Jesus Performed Miracles

Matthew 15:29-39

Spotlight Question: Was Jesus just a
teacher?

Everything Jesus said and did showed
that He is the powerful Son of God.

Day b - Thursday
Jesus is God’'s Plan

for Forgiveness

Bible Story

Peter Preached About Jesus

Acts 2

Spotlight Question: Why do | need to
respond to Jesus?

Jesus is the only way to receive God’s
forgiveness.



DAY 1

Jesus IS GOD'S PROMiSeD SON

Jesus Asked Who People Thought He Was (Matthew 16:13-20)

Think for a moment about a teacher who significantly impacted and brightened up your life. You may have identified this
teacher because of how he or she made you feel loved, valued, and understood. This week, you have an opportunity to be
that kind of teacher—one who builds meaningful relationships with children, helping them feel loved and accepted in ways
they may have never experienced before. Take a moment now to stop and pray, asking God to use you to make an eternal
impact on the lives of the children you teach. Continue to do so again each day of VBS.

Beyond building relationships, one often-overlooked trait of exceptional teachers is their ability to ask great questions.
Great questions captivate attention, inspire deep thinking, and foster renewed curiosity and wonder. They can also reveal
gaps in understanding, provide opportunities for assessment, or highlight a student’s mastery of a subject.

Jesus exemplified this trait as a master teacher. His use of engaging questions was a hallmark of His teaching. Consider
these examples from the New Testament, where Jesus asked thought-provoking and soul-searching questions:

1. “Why are you afraid? Do you still have no faith?” (Mark 4:40)

2. “Why do you break God’s commandment because of your tradition?” (Matthew 15:3)
3. “Why do you call me ‘Lord, Lord,” and don’t do the things | say?” (Luke 6:46)

4, “Do you want to get well?” (John 5:6)

Let’s shine the spotlight on two of the most significant and revealing questions Jesus ever asked His disciples. After
spending time with His disciples in a boat, they traveled to Caesarea Philippi—a place known for its pagan gods. Against
this backdrop of pagan influence, Jesus pressed His disciples for answers to these two questions:

1. Who do people say that the Son of Man is?
2. But you, who do you say that | am?

Scripture records the disciples answering the first question, but the second question is responded to specifically by Peter.
Peter declared, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” Have you ever wondered why Peter was the first disciple
to proclaim Jesus as the Messiah? Surely, there was a more faithful and less controversial disciple who could have spoken
up rather than the flawed and impulsive Peter.

Jesus knew Peter’s weaknesses. He knew Peter would deny Him three times, yet He washed Peter’s feet anyway. (See
John 13.) He knew Peter would fall asleep in the garden of Gethsemane, yet He blessed Peter when God revealed to
him that Jesus was the Messiah. (See Matthew 16; 26.) Jesus knew every detail of Peter’s story—his failures, doubts, and
triumphs—and He still chose to love and use Peter in powerful ways.

Jesus did not write Peter off as unreliable or deem him unworthy of being used for His purposes. Instead, He entrusted

Peter with the opportunity to preach at Pentecost and lead His church. (See Acts 2.) Peter’s story is a reminder that God
sees potential where others see character flaws, and He calls us to love, lead, and serve in ways that often do not make
sense to others.

llluminate Your Heart
1. Jesus asks each of us the same question. Take this opportunity to answer it for yourself. “But you, who do you say | am?”

2. It may be easy to make a declaration of words, but it is much harder to live out our belief in Jesus as our Messiah. Peter
certainly struggled to walk out the words he declared. Thank God for His redemptive love for each of us and ask Him to
use you this week to proclaim the good news of Jesus to each boy and girl in your care.
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DAY 2

Jesus iS GOD'S PERfeCT SON

The Baptism of Jesus (Matthew 3:13-17; Mark 1:1-11; John 1:.29-34)

Children are often drawn to the tangible act of baptism before fully grasping its meaning and symbolism. As one of the two
church ordinances that make theology visible and tangible, baptism is a powerful representation of Jesus’ death, burial, and
resurrection. However, while baptism comes after salvation, some children mistakenly associate it with salvation itself rather
than recognizing it as an outward expression of their faith.

As we have opportunities to teach children about baptism, it is good to illuminate the fact that Jesus’ baptism by John the
Baptist served at least three key purposes, none of which involved salvation. Jesus did not need to repent or be saved
from His sin because He was without sin. (See 2 Corinthians 5:21.) Instead, Jesus’ baptism affirmed Him as the Son of God,
marked the beginning of His public ministry, and set an example for believers.

Matthew 3:13-17 provides clear evidence to answer today’s Spotlight Question: Was Jesus just an ordinary man? Jesus is
the perfect Son of God, who came to be the Savior of the world. When Jesus asked John the Baptist to baptize Him, John
pushed back, recognizing Jesus’ greatness and even suggesting that John should be baptized by Jesus instead. Jesus’
response to John revealed His identity as the Son of God. However, it was not just the words of Jesus that affirmed Jesus
as God. All three persons of the Trinity made themselves known at Jesus’ baptism. The Spirit of God descended like a dove
and God’s voice from heaven declared, “This is my beloved Son with whom | am well-pleased” (verses 16-17).

Following the baptism of Jesus, Matthew 4 recounts the temptation of Jesus that occurred just before the public ministry
of Jesus began and the disciples were first called to follow Him. Matthew 4:1 indicates it was the Spirit who led Jesus into
the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. Jesus fasted for 40 days and 40 nights before the temptations began. God
had a purpose for the baptism of Jesus as it demonstrated obedience to His plan for redemption and salvation. Notably,
temptation followed His obedience—it was not a consequence of disobedience but rather a testimony of His unwavering
faithfulness to live out His purpose.

Finally, the baptism of Jesus provides an example for all believers to follow. Through His baptism, Jesus modeled
submission to God and provided a picture of what His death, burial, and resurrection would mean to all who follow Him.

The baptism of Jesus powerfully declared His identity as the perfect Son of God and His obedience to the Father's plan.
Though sinless, Jesus humbly set an example for us. The voice from heaven and the presence of the Holy Spirit affirmed
that He was no ordinary man—He is the perfect Son of God and the Savior of the world.

Muminate Your Heart

1. Have you followed Christ's example of submission by being baptized? If not, pray about setting up a meeting with a
church leader.

2. Is your focus on the perfect Son of God? If you are distracted and looking elsewhere, decide now to turn back to Him.
He is eager to receive you. If your eyes are still on Him, worship Him afresh for what He has done for you.

3. As children hear today’s Bible story and reflect on Jesus’ baptism, help them understand that baptism does not save
them but is an important and meaningful act of obedience that follows their decision to ask for forgiveness of their sins
and place their trust in Jesus.
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DAY 3

Jesus iS THe POwerfuL SON Of GOD

Jesus Performed Miracles (Matthew 15:29-39)

Matthew 15:29-39 provides compelling evidence that Jesus was more than just a teacher—He is the powerful Son of God.
Let’s shed some light on this passage. This account takes place on a mountain near the Sea of Galilee, where large crowds
gathered, bringing people who were in desperate need of healing.

Bringing those in need up a mountain to the feet of Jesus must have required physical effort and determination. Perhaps
some people had already heard about the four friends who lowered a man who was paralyzed through a roof to receive
Jesus’ healing power (Mark 2:1-5). Regardless, their actions reflected their faith in Jesus’ ability to heal.

The details of how Jesus healed each of them are left out. Scripture simply states, “They put them at his feet, and he healed
them.” It was not unusual for Jesus to heal multiple people in one setting, as the Gospels record several similar occasions
(Luke 4:40, Matthew 9:35, Mark 6:56).

Following this incredible display of healing, another miracle occurred—one that impacted everyone present. Jesus was
moved by compassion because the people had been with Him for 3 days and had nothing to eat. The disciples pointed out
the obvious challenge: they were in a remote place with little access to food. When Jesus asked how much food they had,
the disciples responded with just 7 loaves of bread and a few fish—hardly enough to feed more than 4,000 hungry people.
Yet, as they were about to witness, in the hands of Jesus, a little is more than enough.

After Jesus took the loaves and fish, He gave thanks and then began breaking the bread to be given to the people by

the disciples. The result? Matthew 15:37, “They all ate and were satisfied. They collected the leftover pieces—seven large
baskets full.” Jesus was no ordinary teacher; He is the powerful Son of God. He could do things no one else could, and the
disciples often had a front-row seat to the miracles Jesus performed.

What must it have been like to see these miracles unfold—to watch people be healed and to see over 4,000 people fed
from just 7 loaves and a few fish? In both instances, Jesus responded to a need by involving people in His work. In this
event, Jesus did not go looking for people to heal. People took the initiative to come to Him. For the hungry crowd, Jesus
used what was given to Him by the disciples to meet the needs of the multitudes.

As you prepare to teach children about the powerful Son of God, also look for ways to share this amazing truth in everyday
conversation with your best friend or your hair stylist or your kid’s baseball coach. Be prepared to give personal examples
of how Jesus has proven to be powerful in your life. Never underestimate what God may want to do through your efforts to
share the gospel with the people around you both inside and outside of VBS.

llluminate Your Heart
1. What are you doing to bring people to Jesus? Are you willing to give what you have when there are needs around you?

2. Pray for the children and families who are being brought to the feet of Jesus this week. Ask God to show you the people
in your sphere of influence who you may need to bring to VBS this week.
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DAY 4

Jesus iS THe PROVEN SON Of GOD

Jesus Died and Rose to Life (Mark 14:43-16.7)

Do you remember the first time you heard the story of Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection? If you grew up in a Christian
home, it may be difficult to recall that moment, and you may have never questioned whether Jesus was more than just

a man who lived a long time ago. For some children in your Vacation Bible School, this week may be the first time they
encounter the life-changing truth of Jesus’ resurrection and the salvation He offers each of us.

If it is hard to imagine children in your classroom not knowing about Jesus, consider this: Over the past 25 years, 40 million
people have stopped attending church.! As a result, church membership in America has dropped below 50 percent.? This
means we can no longer assume that every child in Vacation Bible School is attending church regularly or has even heard
the true story of Jesus. What if you are the first person to tell them the truth of the gospel? How does that impact the way
you prepare for this session?

It’s not just children who have never heard about Jesus and who need convictional teaching this week—it’s also people
who have heard about Him but are surrounded by a world that questions and devalues the life of Jesus. To navigate an
increasingly post-Christian world, children need a biblical worldview that upholds the Bible as absolute truth. A 2022 study
by George Barna found that only 18% of 13- and 14-year-olds listed the Bible as their primary source of truth® and 61% “either
believe Jesus Christ sinned or may have sinned while He was on earth™ It is important that we continually point children to
the Bible as the source of all truth and show them the evidence found in the Scriptures to support Jesus as the proven Son
of God.

Throughout this week, children will be having “light bulb moments” as they are learning who Jesus is and how His life
provides proof that He was more than just a teacher who lived a long time ago. Jesus did things no one else could do,
like heal people who were sick or who had physical disabilities, provide sight to people who were blind, and turn a small
amount of food into more than enough to feed the multitudes! He spoke with an authority no one had heard before. The
ultimate proof came through the resurrection—the undeniable evidence that He is who He claimed to be.

Hlluminate Your Heart
1.  How have you experienced Jesus personally? Thank Him for being present in your life.

2. There could be no greater privilege than to tell children about the life, death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus. Pray for the
children in your care who may be hearing this story for the first time. Ask God to speak through you as you tell the good
news of Jesus.

1. Jim Davis, Michael Graham, and Ryan P Burge. The Great Dechurching: Who's Leaving, Why Are They Going, and What
Will It Take to Bring Them Back? (Zondervan, 2023), 5.

2. Jefferey Jones, “U.S. Church Membership Falls Below Majority for First Time,” Gallup, March 29, 2021, https://news.gallup.
com/poll/341963/church-membership-falls-below-majority-first-time.aspx.

3. George Barna, Raising Spiritual Champions: Nurturing Your Child’s Heart, Mind and Soul (Arizona Christian University
Press, 2023), 27. (hereafter cited as Raising Champions).

4. Raising Champions, 28.
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DAY 5

Jesus iS GOD'S PLAN
fOR fORIiVENESS

Peter Preached about Jesus (Acts 2)

This week, the focus has been on helping children discover the answer to a spotlight question each day. These questions
have laid the foundation for children to consider Jesus as their Savior and Lord.

Today's kids will hear the message Peter preached that immediately led over three thousand people to see their need for a
Savior. So now the spotlight will turn to each child with a deeply personal question: Why do | need to respond to Jesus?

Recognizing and believing Jesus is a great teacher, a powerful performer of miracles, and a compassionate servant leader
is easy for most of us. The Bible is full of events that lead us to those conclusions. However, James 2:19 reminds us, “You
believe that God is one. Good! Even the demons believe—and they shudder.” Unless we also acknowledge our desperate
need for Him as our Savior—the One who willingly died for our sins and offers forgiveness—we miss the good news of
who He truly is. Without Him, we deserve the punishment of death for our sins. In Him, we find grace, redemption, and
forgiveness only He can bring.

Children need to understand why they need forgiveness to know why they need to respond to Jesus. Recognizing
personal sin is one of the signs a child is ready to decide to follow Jesus. Children must know what sin is and the problem
it causes for their relationship with God. Children often define sin as a wrong choice like disobeying parents, cheating

on a test, or fighting with a sibling. While those wrong choices are sin, the result of that sin makes them unable to have a
relationship with a holy and perfect God. A simple definition of sin that children can easily understand is “anything we think
(point to your head), anything we say (point to your mouth), or anything we do (hold out your hands) that does not please
God.” When children understand the impact of their sin—it separates them from God—they are often ready to answer
today’s spotlight question: Why do | need to respond to Jesus?

For over one hundred years, the purpose of Vacation Bible School has been to share the gospel with children so that they
can understand their need for forgiveness and respond to Jesus. There is no other program, ministry, or movement that has
been as effective at reaching children with the gospel than VBS. The Holy Spirit may be drawing children in your care to
salvation this week. God gives us the privilege and honor of being in relationship with the children He is calling to salvation.

llluminate Your Heart

1. Have you experienced the Holy Spirit piercing your heart in conviction and leading you to repentance? (See Acts 2:37)
When was the last time you were grieved over your sin?

2. Spend some time in prayer for each of the children in your care. Ask God to help them understand their need for Jesus
and give them the courage to step out in faith to receive the forgiveness Jesus offers to each of them.
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TIPS FOR GUIDING BEHAVIOR

PREVENTION IS THE PREFERRED STRATEGY

When it comes to classroom management, I'd rather prevent a problem than deal with a problem. That, over the years, has
become my stance. In other words, if it is at all possible to prevent a behavior issue, that’s the route I'd prefer to take.

| believe that most children want to please the adults in their lives. However, consistently we hear that classroom
management is one of the top issues faced by kids ministry leaders today. | think we have to look at the root of the
problem—Why is the child acting out? What is it that would cause him to consistently misbehave?

THE WHYS OF POOR BEHAVIOR

Understanding the “why” behind misbehavior can help us know the systems to put in place that allow kids to be successful
and thus prevent the poor behavior. This strategy takes time, effort, and energy, but it's worth it! Again, I'd rather work to
prevent poor behavior than to deal with it. Consider some of these “whys” for poor behavior:

+ Need for more attention—There are a variety of reasons that some children need more attention than others. At
times they will do whatever it takes to get it. Giving extra attention to these children can prevent outbursts and
actions that fill their needs in negative ways.

+ Masking insecurity—The class clown may prefer to be laughed with than laughed at. Be careful not to create
situations where this child chooses to hide his lack of knowledge (or maybe even his lack of ability to share
knowledge) by acting out. Remember, look past the actions and look for the cause.

+ Find it hard to manage their anger—Kids who “blow up” and are quick to “fight” may not have the skills to avoid
these outbursts. Watch for opportunities to head off the poor behavior and give a child the chance to cool down
and self-correct.

+ Looking for ways to be in control—Some kids feel more secure when they are in control. They want to be the
teacher and look for ways to fulfill that desire, even if it means disrupting the leader’s plans. Remember that the very
thing that irritates you most about these children may be the very thing God wants to use for their success. Look past
the arrogance of their behavior and choose to foster their leadership potential.

+ Full of energy—Most kids | know are full of energy. It's the way God created them and is part of His plan to help them
develop. Unfortunately, many teachers ignore that fact and attempt to suppress their energy instead of joining God
in His plan. It's been said that a child has an approximate one-minute attention span for every year old she is. Asking
a four-year-old to sit still and listen for ten minutes goes against how she was created. Don't fight it; join it! Look for
opportunities to include movement in your sessions. Move away from the tables and chairs and let the kids move!

+ Boredom—When a child gets bored (or thinks he’s bored) he starts looking for something to do. Most of the time it
doesn’t include the session’s teaching aim. Some kids get bored easier than others and teachers need to be ready.
Plan sessions that consider the children, their preferences, and their abilities. More often than not, behavior issues
can be connected to the sessions we plan or fail to plan (ouch!).

MAKE BEHAVIOR EXPECTATIONS UNDERSTO00D

Often, kids don't live up to our expectations because they don’t know what we expect. Make sure your behavior
expectations are understood. If you have kids who don't understand their behavior is wrong, they won’t know how to
prevent poor behavior. Don’t make a mile-long list of rules, but share that respect for each other is mandatory. That really
covers most issues.

At the end of the day, behavior is all about knowing and understanding the kids you teach. Read and discover general
characteristics, try to learn as much as you can about the kids you will be teaching, then put systems in place that will allow
for success. Consider the why and then create a solution.

Bill Emeott is the Minister to Children at Houston’s First Baptist Church. He is a graduate of Clayton State University, Mercer University,
and New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary.
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GOD S PLAN for US
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The gospel is the good news, the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, and
salvation. Use these prompts to share the gospel with your kids.

GOD RULES.

Ask: “Who is in charge at home?” Explain that because God created
everything, He is in charge of everything.
Read Revelation 4:11.

WE SINNED.

Ask: “Have you ever done something wrong?” Tell kids that everyone
sins, or disobeys God. Our sin separates us from God.
Read Romans 3:23.

GOD PROVIDED.

Explain that God is holy and must punish sin. God sent His Son,
Jesus, to take the punishment we deserve.
Read John 3:16.

JESUS GIVES.

Ask: “What is the best gift you've ever received?” Say that Jesus
took our punishment for sin by giving His life, and He gives us His
righteousness. God sees us as if we lived the perfect life Jesus lived.
This is the best gift ever! Read 2 Corinthians 5:21. '

WE RESPOND.

Explain that everyone has a choice to make. Ask: “Will you trust Jesus
as your Savior and Lord? You can turn from self and sin and turnto
Jesus.” Read Romans 10:9-10.




SARG Tlnlz GOSPEL
WL DSy

THE FIRST PEOPLE GOD CREATED CHOSE TO SIN AND DISOBEY
GOD. EVER SINCE THEN, ALL PEOPLE HAVE CHOSEN TO SIN AND
DISOBEY. TELL GOD THAT YOU MESSED UP AND YOU ARE SORRY
FOR DOING YOUR OWN THING, AND TURNING AWAY FROM HIM
THROUGH YOUR THOUGHTS, WORDS, AND ACTIONS. REPENT,
TURN AWAY FROM YOUR SIN. REPENT DOESN'T JUST MEAN
TURNING FROM DOING BAD THINGS TO DOING GOOD THINGS. IT
MEANS TURNING FROM SIN AND EVEN FROM YOUR OWN GOOD
WORKS, AND TURNING TO JESUS, TRUSTING ONLY IN HIm TO
SAVE YOv.

. YOU MUST BELIEVE THAT ONLY JESVS
CAN SAVE YOU, AND YOU CANNOT SAVE YOURSELF FROM YOuUR
SIN PROBLEM - NOT EVEN 8Y PRAYING TO GOD, GOING TO
CHURCH, OR READING YOUR BIBLE. YOUR FAITH OR YOUR
TRUST IS ONLY IN JESVUS AND WHAT HE DID FOR YOV THROVGH
HIS LIFE, DEATH, AND RESVRRECTION.

TELL GOD AND TELL OTHERS WHAT YOV BELIEVE. IF JESVS IS
YOUR SAVIOR, YOV ARE TRUSTING ONLY IN HIMm TO SAVE YOu.
JESUS IS ALSO LORD, WHICH MEANS HE IS IN CHARGE. YOV CAN
START FOLLOWING HIMm AND DOING WHAT HE SAYS IN THE BIBLE.
You ARE BORN AGAIN INTO A NEW LIFE AND LOOK FORWARD TO
BEING WITH GOD FOREVER.




