1 ERIE

PRESBY TERIAN CHURCH (PCA)

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, who according to His
abundant mercy has begotten us again to a

living hope through the resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead...” --1 Peter 1:3

THE LORD’S WORSHIP SERVICE
SUNDAY, APRIL 12, 2020



ORDER OF WORSHIP

Announcements

Preparation for Worship

CALL TO WORSHIP*

Psalm 72:18-19
Leader: Blessed be the LORD God, the God of Israel, Who only does wondrous things!

All: And blessed be His glorious name forever! And let the whole earth be filled with His
glory. Amen and Amen.

Gloria Patri*
GLORIA PATRI (MEINKE) Irreg. Charles Meineke, 1844

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be
world without end. Amen, amen.

PRAYER OF INVOCATION*
Hymn of Praise* “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today”
TUNE: EASTER HYMN 7.7.7.7 al. Charles Wesley, 1739
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1. “Christ the Lord is ris’n to - day,” Al - - le - lu - ia!
2. Vain the stone, the  watch, the seal; Al - - le - lu - ia!
3. Lives a - gain our glo - rious King; Al - - le - Iu - ial
4. Soar we now where Christ has led, Al - - le - lu - ia!
o
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sons of men and an -gels say; Al - - le lu - ial
Christ has burst the gates of hell: Al - - le u - ial
where, O death, is now thy sting? Al - - le u - ia!
fol - 'wing our ex - alt - ed Head; Al - - le lu - ial
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raise your joys and tri- umphs high; Al - - le u - ial
death in vain for - bids his rise; Al - - le v - ial
Once he died, our souls to save; Al - - le u - ial
made like him, like him we rise; Al - - le lu - ial
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sing ye heav’ns, and earth, re - ply. Al - - le w - ia!
Christ has o - pened  par - a - dise. Al - - le u - ial
where thy vic - to - 1y, O grave? Al - - le lu - ia!
ours the cross, the  grave, the skies, Al - - le w - ial
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5. Hail, the Lord of earth and heav’n! Alleluia!

Praise to thee by both be giv’'n; Alleluia!
thee we greet triumphant now; Alleluia!
hail, the Resurrection, thou! Alleluia!

CONFESSION OF FAITH

Nicene Creed




All:

All:

Leader:

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things
visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his father
before all worlds, God of God, Light of light, very God of very God, begotten, not
made, being of one substance with the Father; by whom all things were made; who
for us and for our salvation came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy
Spirit of the virgin Mary, and was made man; and was crucified also for us under
Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried; and the third day he rose again according
to the Scriptures, and ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the
Father; and he shall come again with glory, to judge both the living and the dead;
whose kingdom shall have no end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son; who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified; who spoke by the prophets; and we believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins; and we
look for the resurrection of the dead, and life in the world to come. Amen.

CONFESSION OF SIN

Psalm 51:1-9

“Have mercy upon me, O God, According to Your lovingkindness; According to the
multitude of Your tender mercies, Blot out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly
from my iniquity, And cleanse me from my sin. For 1 acknowledge my
transgressions, And my sin is always before me. Against You, You only, have 1
sinned, And done this evil in Your sight -- That You may be found just when You
speak, And blameless when You judge. Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, And
in sin my mother conceived me. Behold, You desire truth in the inward parts, And in
the hidden part You will make me to know wisdom. Purge me with hyssop, and 1
shall be clean; Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. Make me hear joy and
gladness, That the bones You have broken may rejoice. Hide Your face from my sins,
And blot out all my iniquities (Psalm 51:1-9).” Hear now our silent confessions in
Jesus’ name.

SCRIPTURAL ASSURANCE OF PARDON

Micah 7:18
Hear the good news! Who is a God like You, pardoning iniquity and passing over
the transgression of the remnant of His heritage? He does not retain His anger
forever, Because He delights in mercy.




WORSHIP THROUGH GIVING

**We ask that for the time being you send your tithe checks by mail to our treasurer

Psalm 13

TUNE: PASSION CHORALE 76.76.D “O Sacred Head Now Wounded”

How long wilt Thou forget me? Shall it forever be?
O LORD, how long neglect me, And hide Thy face from me?
How long my soul take counsel, Thus sad in heart each day?
How long shall foes, exulting, subject me to their sway?

O LORD, my God, consider, and hear my earnest cries;
lest I in death should slumber, Enlighten Thou mine eyes:
lest foes be heard exclaiming, “Against him we prevailed”;

And they that vex my spirit rejoice when I have failed.

But on Thy tender mercy I ever have relied;
with joy in Thy salvation my heart shall still confide.
And I with voice of singing will praise the LORD alone,
Because to me His favor He has so largely shown.

PASTORAL PRAYER

All: “Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.”

RESPONSIVE PSALM READING

Psalm 47:1-9

Leader: Oh, clap your hands, all you peoples! Shout to God with the voice of triumph!

All: For the LORD Most High is awesome; He is a great King over all the earth.

Leader: He will subdue the peoples under us, And the nations under our feet.

All: He will choose our inheritance for us, The excellence of Jacob whom He loves. Selah
Leader: God has gone up with a shout, The LORD with the sound of a trumpet.

All: Sing praises to God, sing praises! Sing praises to our King, sing praises!

Leader: For God is the King of all the earth; Sing praises with understanding.

All: God reigns over the nations; God sits on His holy throne.

Leader: The princes of the people have gathered together, The people of the God of
Abraham. For the shields of the earth belong to God; He is greatly exalted.



OLD TESTAMENT READING

Isaiah 53:1-12

Who has believed our report? And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 2For He
shall grow up before Him as a tender plant, And as a root out of dry ground. He has no form
or comeliness; And when we see Him, There is no beauty that we should desire Him. *He is
despised and rejected by men, A Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. And we hid, as it
were, our faces from Him; He was despised, and we did not esteem Him. 4Surely He has borne
our griefs And carried our sorrows; Yet we esteemed Him stricken, Smitten by God, and
afflicted. But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; The
chastisement for our peace was upon Him, And by His stripes we are healed. ¢All we like sheep
have gone astray; We have turned, every one, to his own way; And the LORD has laid on Him
the iniquity of us all. "7He was oppressed and He was afflicted, Yet He opened not His mouth;
He was led as alamb to the slaughter, And as a sheep before its shearers is silent, So He opened
not His mouth. 8He was taken from prison and from judgment, And who will declare His
generation? For He was cut off from the land of the living; For the transgressions of My people
He was stricken. °And they made His grave with the wicked -- But with the rich at His death,
Because He had done no violence, Nor was any deceit in His mouth. 19Yet it pleased the LORD
to bruise Him; He has put Him to grief. When You make His soul an offering for sin, He shall
see His seed, He shall prolong His days, And the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in His
hand. ""He shall see the labor of His soul, and be satisfied. By His knowledge My righteous
Servant shall justify many, For He shall bear their iniquities. ?Therefore I will divide Him a
portion with the great, And He shall divide the spoil with the strong, Because He poured out
His soul unto death, And He was numbered with the transgressors, And He bore the sin of
many, And made intercession for the transgressors.

NEW TESTAMENT READING

1 Corinthians 15:1-28

Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel which I preached to you, which also you
received and in which you stand, 2by which also you are saved, if you hold fast that word
which I preached to you -- unless you believed in vain. 3For I delivered to you first of all that
which I also received: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He
was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures, >and that He was
seen by Cephas, then by the twelve. ¢After that He was seen by over five hundred brethren at
once, of whom the greater part remain to the present, but some have fallen asleep. 7After that
He was seen by James, then by all the apostles. $Then last of all He was seen by me also, as by
one born out of due time. For I am the least of the apostles, who am not worthy to be called
an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 1°But by the grace of God I am what I am,
and His grace toward me was not in vain; but I labored more abundantly than they all, yet not
I, but the grace of God which was with me. "Therefore, whether it was I or they, so we preach
and so you believed. 2Now if Christ is preached that He has been raised from the dead, how
do some among you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? ®But if there is no
resurrection of the dead, then Christ is not risen. *And if Christ is not risen, then our preaching
is empty and your faith is also empty. 15Yes, and we are found false witnesses of God, because



we have testified of God that He raised up Christ, whom He did not raise up -- if in fact the
dead do not rise. 6For if the dead do not rise, then Christ is not risen. 7And if Christ is not
risen, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins! '8Then also those who have fallen asleep in
Christ have perished. ™If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men the most
pitiable. 20But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the firstfruits of those who
have fallen asleep. Z'For since by man came death, by Man also came the resurrection of the
dead. 22For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive. 22But each one in his
own order: Christ the firstfruits, afterward those who are Christ’s at His coming. 2#Then comes
the end, when He delivers the kingdom to God the Father, when He puts an end to all rule
and all authority and power. For He must reign till He has put all enemies under His feet.
2The last enemy that will be destroyed is death. 2For “He has put all things under His feet.”
But when He says “all things are put under Him,” it is evident that He who put all things under
Him is excepted. 2Now when all things are made subject to Him, then the Son Himself will
also be subject to Him who put all things under Him, that God may be all in all.

Psalm of Preparation* “Psalm 16”
TUNE: LEOMINSTER SMD “Not What My Hands Have Done”

Preserve me, O my God; I put my trust in You.
LORD, I confess, You are my Lord; No good have I but You.
The godly ones on earth, Those holy in Your sight,

The noble and majestic ones, fill me with great delight.

Their sorrows multiply who after idols seek.
To them I'll no blood off'rings make; Their names I'll never speak.
The LORD the portion is of my inheritance.
He fills my cup, my lot prepares, Secures to me His grants.

The lines that fell to me enclose a pleasant site.

The heritage that I received to me is a delight.
I bless the LORD Who guides With counsel that is right.
My heart within me He directs to teach me in the night.

I always keep the LORD before me, Him to see.
Because He is at my right hand I never moved shall be.
Thus gladness fills my soul; My joy must be expressed

With my whole being, for my flesh Securely finds its rest.

My soul You will not leave in death’s dark pit to be.
Corruption You will not permit Your Holy One to see.
The path of life You'll show; Of joy You hold great store.
Before Your face, at Your right hand, are pleasures evermore.



SERMON

1 Peter 1:3-6 “The Hope we Have” Pastor Marc Miller

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His
abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,

4 to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away,
reserved in heaven for you,

5 who are kept by the power of God through faith for salvation ready to be
revealed in the last time.

¢ In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, you have
been grieved by various trials,

Sermon Notes:

e Point1

e Point?2



e Point3

“In Christ Alone”

Hymn of Response*
Words and Music by Keith Getty & Stuart Townend Copyright © 2001 Kingsway Thankyou Music

“In Christ alone my hope is found; He is my light, my strength, my song;
This cornerstone, this solid ground, Firm through the fiercest drought and storm.
What heights of love, what depths of peace, When fears are stilled, when strivings cease!
My comforter, my all in all —Here in the love of Christ I stand.

In Christ alone, Who took on flesh, Fullness of God in helpless babe!
This gift of love and righteousness, Scorned by the ones He came to save.
Till on that cross as Jesus died, The wrath of God was satisfied;

For ev'ry sin on Him was laid — Here in the death of Christ I live.

There in the ground His body lay, Light of the world by darkness slain;
Then bursting forth in glorious day, Up from the grave He rose again!
And as He stands in victory, Sin’s curse has lost its grip on me;

For I am His and He is mine — Bought with the precious blood of Christ.

No guilt in life, no fear in death—This is the pow’r of Christ in me;
From life’s first cry to final breath, Jesus commands my destiny.
No pow’r of hell, no scheme of man, Can ever pluck me from His hand;
Till He returns or calls me home— Here in the pow’r of Christ I'll stand.”

BENEDICTION*®

* __Please stand if able
CCLI # 174248



Prayer Requests

This week’s WEPCA Missionaries: The Knight Family

Pray for our covenant children

Pray for our elders

Pray for those dealing with physical ailments

Pray for our Nation’s leaders

Pray for God'’s all sufficient grace to be known in all our lives

Announcements

The men of the church are invited to attend a coffee hour on Zoom on
Saturday, May 2, at 8 a.m.. Pastor Marc will send out an invitation to join the
meeting in your emails.

The session has decided to cancel the formal church meetings for the time
being given the current circumstances. We are planning to livestream the
worship service starting at 11 a.m. Sunday mornings until further notice. The
livestream link can be found at www.wepca.org. We will still record the sermon
and upload it on the website too.

The session wants to exhort the church family to continue to lift one another up
in prayer, check on one another, and if you need anything please call Pastor
Marc or one of the elders. This is a great opportunity to show our love for one
another is real ways!

Gym Volunteers

**Postponed for the time being

Nursery/Childcare

If at all possible, we want families to worship together. But, at times, it may be
necessary, for the orderliness and edification of the church, to utilize the
nursery in the library, which is equipped with chairs and a sound system



Sermon Notes .
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If you are visiting our church today we welcome you to our worship service and Christian

community. There are a few things that we would like you to know about West Erie
Presbyterian Church.

e We are Historically Reformed.

o This means that we believe in the inspired and inerrant Word of God.

o This means we believe in the absolute sovereignty of God.

o This means we hold to a covenantal framework of Scripture.

o This means that we believe that salvation is a free gift of God.

e We are Community Oriented.

o We seek to share the only hope that this world has: that is the Gospel of
Jesus Christ.

o We seek to be a church that is salt and light to the community around us
and fulfill the Great Commission.

¢ We are Confessional.

o As a Christian church, ancient statements such as the Apostles’ Creed
and the Nicene Creed help us to confess certain basic and essential
truths of the Christian faith.

o As aPresbyterian church, our confessional or doctrinal standards consist
of the Westminster Confession of Faith and the Westminster Larger and
Shorter Catechisms (copies of these documents are available from the
church).

o All of these statements are under the authority of Scripture.

We thank you for visiting today! If you have any questions regarding our style of worship
please feel free to ask the pastor or one of our elders. We would be happy to talk with
you. Also, we would ask you to stay after and enjoy the fellowship of our Christian
community. West Erie Presbyterian Church is a congregation of the Presbyterian Church
in America (www.pcanet.orqg).

Meeting at Community Country Day School
5800 Old Zuck Road
Erie, PA 16506
Phone: (814) 504-6513
E-mail: westeriepca@gmail.com
wWwWw.wepca.org




