
   
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

O come, Thou Rod of Jesse, free 
Thine own from Satan’s tyranny 

From depths of Hell Thy people save 
And give them victory o’er the grave 

Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel 

 
 
 
 

THE LORD’S WORSHIP SERVICE  
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2020  



ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 
Announcements 
 
Preparation for Worship 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP* 
Psalm 93:1-2, 5 

Leader: The LORD reigns, He is clothed with majesty; The LORD is clothed, He has girded 
Himself with strength. Surely the world is established, so that it cannot be moved.   

All: Your throne is established from of old; You are from everlasting. 

Leader: Your testimonies are very sure; Holiness adorns Your house, O LORD, forever. 

 

Gloria Patri*  
GLORIA PATRI (MEINKE)  Irreg. Charles Meineke, 1844 

“Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be 

world without end. Amen, amen.” 

 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION*  

 

Hymn of Praise*  “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”  
TUNE: VENI EMMANUEL L.M.ref.  Latin antiphons, 12th cent., arr. Thomas Helmore, 1856 

 



 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH*  
Nicene Creed  

All: We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things 
visible and invisible.  

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his father 
before all worlds, God of God, Light of light, very God of very God, begotten, not 
made, being of one substance with the Father; by whom all things were made; who 
for us and for our salvation came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy 
Spirit of the virgin Mary, and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 
Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried; and the third day he rose again according 



to the Scriptures, and ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father; and he shall come again with glory, to judge both the living and the dead; 
whose kingdom shall have no end.  

 And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son; who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified; who spoke by the prophets; and we believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins; and we 
look for the resurrection of the dead, and life in the world to come. Amen.  

 

CONFESSION OF SIN  
John Calvin 

All: “Lord God, eternal and almighty Father: We acknowledge before your holy majesty 
that we are poor sinners, conceived and born in guilt and in corruption, prone to do 
evil, unable of our own power to do good.  Because of our sin, we endlessly violate 
your holy commandments.  But, O Lord, with heartfelt sorrow we repent and turn 
away from all our offenses.  We condemn ourselves and our evil ways, with true 
sorrow asking that your grace will relieve our distress.  Have compassion on us, 
most gracious God, Father of mercies, for the sake of your son Jesus Christ our Lord.  
And in removing our guilt, also grant us daily increase of the grace of your Holy 
Spirit, and produce in us the fruits of holiness and of righteousness pleasing in your 
sight: Through Jesus Christ our Lord.” Hear now our silent confession in Jesus’ name.  

 

SCRIPTURAL ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Isaiah 40:1-2 

Leader: Hear the good news!  Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God. Speak ye 
comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that her warfare is accomplished, that 
her iniquity is pardoned: for she hath received of the Lord's hand double for all her 
sins. 

 

 WORSHIP THROUGH GIVING 
**We ask that for the time being you send your tithe checks by mail to our treasurer 

 

Hark! the Herald Angels Sing 
TUNE: MENDELSSOHN 7.7.7.7.D.ref. Charles Wesley, 1739 



 



 

 

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER 
All: “Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.” 

 

RESPONSIVE PSALM READING 
Psalm 41 

Leader: Blessed is he who considers the poor; The LORD will deliver him in time of trouble. 
The LORD will preserve him and keep him alive, And he will be blessed on the earth; 
You will not deliver him to the will of his enemies.  

All: The LORD will strengthen him on his bed of illness; You will sustain him on his 
sickbed.  

Leader: I said, "LORD, be merciful to me; Heal my soul, for I have sinned against You."  

All: My enemies speak evil of me: "When will he die, and his name perish?" And if he 
comes to see me, he speaks lies; His heart gathers iniquity to itself; When he goes 
out, he tells it.  

Leader: All who hate me whisper together against me; Against me they devise my hurt. "An 
evil disease," they say, "clings to him. And now that he lies down, he will rise up no 
more."  

All: Even my own familiar friend in whom I trusted, Who ate my bread, Has lifted up his 
heel against me.  

Leader: But You, O LORD, be merciful to me, and raise me up, That I may repay them.  

All: By this I know that You are well pleased with me, Because my enemy does not 
triumph over me. As for me, You uphold me in my integrity, And set me before Your 
face forever.  

Leader: Blessed be the LORD God of Israel From everlasting to everlasting! Amen and Amen.  



OLD TESTAMENT READING 
Numbers 21:1-20 

The king of Arad, the Canaanite, who dwelt in the South, heard that Israel was coming on 
the road to Atharim. Then he fought against Israel and took [some] of them prisoners. So 
Israel made a vow to the LORD, and said, "If You will indeed deliver this people into my 
hand, then I will utterly destroy their cities." And the LORD listened to the voice of Israel and 
delivered up the Canaanites, and they utterly destroyed them and their cities. So the name of 
that place was called Hormah. Then they journeyed from Mount Hor by the Way of the Red 
Sea, to go around the land of Edom; and the soul of the people became very discouraged on 
the way. And the people spoke against God and against Moses: "Why have you brought us 
up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For [there is] no food and no water, and our soul 
loathes this worthless bread." So the LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, and they 
bit the people; and many of the people of Israel died. Therefore the people came to Moses, 
and said, "We have sinned, for we have spoken against the LORD and against you; pray to 
the LORD that He take away the serpents from us." So Moses prayed for the people. Then the 
LORD said to Moses, "Make a fiery [serpent], and set it on a pole; and it shall be that everyone 
who is bitten, when he looks at it, shall live." So Moses made a bronze serpent, and put it on 
a pole; and so it was, if a serpent had bitten anyone, when he looked at the bronze serpent, 
he lived. Now the children of Israel moved on and camped in Oboth. And they journeyed 
from Oboth and camped at Ije Abarim, in the wilderness which [is] east of Moab, toward the 
sunrise. From there they moved and camped in the Valley of Zered. From there they moved 
and camped on the other side of the Arnon, which [is] in the wilderness that extends from 
the border of the Amorites; for the Arnon [is] the border of Moab, between Moab and the 
Amorites. Therefore it is said in the Book of the Wars of the LORD: "Waheb in Suphah, The 
brooks of the Arnon, And the slope of the brooks That reaches to the dwelling of Ar, And lies 
on the border of Moab." From there [they went] to Beer, which [is] the well where the LORD 
said to Moses, "Gather the people together, and I will give them water." Then Israel sang this 
song: "Spring up, O well! All of you sing to it-- The well the leaders sank, Dug by the nation's 
nobles, By the lawgiver, with their staves." And from the wilderness [they went] to Mattanah, 
from Mattanah to Nahaliel, from Nahaliel to Bamoth, and from Bamoth, [in] the valley that 
[is] in the country of Moab, to the top of Pisgah which looks down on the wasteland. 

 

NEW TESTAMENT READING  
Galatians 5:1-26 

Stand fast therefore in the liberty by which Christ has made us free, and do not be entangled 
again with a yoke of bondage. Indeed I, Paul, say to you that if you become circumcised, 
Christ will profit you nothing. And I testify again to every man who becomes circumcised 
that he is a debtor to keep the whole law. You have become estranged from Christ, you who 
[attempt to] be justified by law; you have fallen from grace. For we through the Spirit eagerly 
wait for the hope of righteousness by faith. For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor 
uncircumcision avails anything, but faith working through love. You ran well. Who hindered 
you from obeying the truth? This persuasion does not [come] from Him who calls you. A 
little leaven leavens the whole lump. I have confidence in you, in the Lord, that you will have 



no other mind; but he who troubles you shall bear his judgment, whoever he is. And I, 
brethren, if I still preach circumcision, why do I still suffer persecution? Then the offense of 
the cross has ceased. I could wish that those who trouble you would even cut themselves off! 
For you, brethren, have been called to liberty; only do not [use] liberty as an opportunity for 
the flesh, but through love serve one another. For all the law is fulfilled in one word, [even] 
in this: "You shall love your neighbor as yourself." But if you bite and devour one another, 
beware lest you be consumed by one another! I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not 
fulfill the lust of the flesh. For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; 
and these are contrary to one another, so that you do not do the things that you wish. But if 
you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. Now the works of the flesh are evident, 
which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, idolatry, sorcery, hatred, 
contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, envy, 
murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also 
told [you] in time past, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of 
God. But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law. And those [who are] 
Christ's have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. If we live in the Spirit, let us 
also walk in the Spirit. Let us not become conceited, provoking one another, envying one 
another. 

 

Psalm of Preparation* “Psalm 1” 
TUNE: ARLINGTON CM “This is the Day the Lord Has Made” 

O greatly bless-ed is the man Who walketh not astray 
In counsel of ungodly men, Nor stands in sinners’ way, 

Nor sitteth in the scorner’s chair, But placeth his delight 
Upon GOD’S law, and meditates On His law day and night. 

He shall be like a tree that grows Set by the water side, 
Which in its season yields its fruit, And green its leaves abide; 

And all he does shall prosper well. The wicked are not so,  
But are like chaff which by the wind Is driven to and fro. 

In judgment, therefore, shall not stand Such as ungodly are, 
Nor in th’assembly of the just Shall wicked men appear. 

Because the way of godly men Is to Jehovah known,  
Whereas the way of wicked men Shall quite be overthrown. 

 

EXHORTATION 

Matthew 5:1-12 “Thy Kingdom Come” Jonathan Moser, RE 
1 And seeing the multitudes, He went up on a mountain, and when He was 

seated His disciples came to Him.  



2 Then He opened His mouth and taught them, saying:  
3 "Blessed [are] the poor in spirit, For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  
4 Blessed [are] those who mourn, For they shall be comforted.  
5 Blessed [are] the meek, For they shall inherit the earth.  
6 Blessed [are] those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, For they shall be 

filled.  
7 Blessed [are] the merciful, For they shall obtain mercy.  
8 Blessed [are] the pure in heart, For they shall see God.  
9 Blessed [are] the peacemakers, For they shall be called sons of God.  
10 Blessed [are] those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, For theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven.  
11 Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil 

against you falsely for My sake.  
12 Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great [is] your reward in heaven, for so 

they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 
 

Notes: 

• Point 1  

 

 

 

• Point 2  

 

 

 

• Point 3 

 

 

 



Hymn of Response  “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” 
TUNE: HYFRYDOL 8.7.8.7.D. Charles Wesley, 1744 

 



BENEDICTION* 

* --Please stand if able  
CCLI # 174248 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Requests  
§ This week’s WEPCA Missionaries: The Garrett Family 
§ Pray for the Millers and the Fairs as they cope with COVID infections and the 

ramifications. 
§ Pray for our covenant children 
§ Pray for our elders 
§ Pray for those dealing with physical ailments  
§ Pray for our Nation’s leaders  
§ Pray for God’s all sufficient grace to be known in all our lives  

Announcements  
§ We will be having a prayer meeting over Zoom on Wednesday evenings 

starting at 8:30 p.m. All are encouraged to attend.  
§ The next men’s fellowship breakfast will be on Saturday, January 9, at 8 a.m., 

at the IHOP on west 12th street. If you need more information, please contact 
Pastor Miller.  

§ We praise God for his faithfulness to us in providing us with a place of our own 
to worship and the ability to pay it off!  



WELCOME! 
If you are visiting our church today we welcome you to our worship service and Christian 
community. There are a few things that we would like you to know about West Erie 
Presbyterian Church.  

• We are Historically Reformed.  
o This means that we believe in the inspired and inerrant Word of God.  
o This means we believe in the absolute sovereignty of God. 
o This means we hold to a covenantal framework of Scripture. 
o This means that we believe that salvation is a free gift of God. 

• We are Community Oriented.  
o We seek to share the only hope that this world has: that is the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ. 
o We seek to be a church that is salt and light to the community around us 

and fulfill the Great Commission.  
• We are Confessional. 

o As a Christian church, ancient statements such as the Apostles’ Creed 
and the Nicene Creed help us to confess certain basic and essential 
truths of the Christian faith.  

o As a Presbyterian church, our confessional or doctrinal standards consist 
of the Westminster Confession of Faith and the Westminster Larger and 
Shorter Catechisms (copies of these documents are available from the 
church).  

o All of these statements are under the authority of Scripture. 

We thank you for visiting today! If you have any questions regarding our style of worship 
please feel free to ask the pastor or one of our elders. We would be happy to talk with 
you. Also, we would ask you to stay after and enjoy the fellowship of our Christian 
community. West Erie Presbyterian Church is a congregation of the Presbyterian Church 
in America (www.pcanet.org).  

Phone: (814) 504-6513 
E-mail: westeriepca@gmail.com 

www.wepca.org 


