
Kids May - Week 1

2-3 | W1
Today’s Suggested Schedule—May 2026, Week 1
 
Bible Story: Peter and John Are Taken to the Sanhedrin • Acts 3–4:22
Bottom Line: Keep going because of what God has done.
Monthly Memory Verse: Let us not become tired of doing good. At the 
right time we will gather a crop if we don’t give up. • Galatians 6:9 NIrV
 
Loud sounds, bright lights, and large groups can be overwhelming or 
overstimulating for some children. To create a more inclusive large 
group experience, consider offering adaptive tools like noise-canceling 
headphones, sunglasses, sensory-friendly items, or access to modified 
spaces.
 
Prelude: Setting the Tone for the Experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed 
description of what you’ll need for today.
 
In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other 
resources to help you prepare.
 
Small Group (15 minutes)
Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction
Opening Activity
 
Large Group (35 minutes)
Story: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways
Worship: Inviting People to Respond to God 
Opener
Worship 
Bible Story (sections from God’s Big Story are listed as optional)
Prayer
 
Small Group (25 minutes)
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect
Bible Story Review: Leap and Run (K–1st grade), Who Said It? (2nd–3rd 
grade); Bible Story Extension and Discussion Questions (Preteen)
Application Activity: Leap for Joy (K–1st grade), Boldly Follow the Leader 
(2nd–3rd grade); Take a Snapshot (Preteen)
Memory Verse Activity: Memory Verse Motions (K–1st grade), Don’t Stop 
Posters (2nd–3rd grade); Verses to Take with You (Preteen) 
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
 
Home: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids
Parent Cue App

 

Bible Story

Peter and John Are Taken to the Sanhedrin • 
Acts 3–4:22

Conversation Starter

What have you seen God do?
 

 Bottom Line

Keep going because of what God has done.

Monthly Memory Verse

Let us not become tired of doing good. At the 
right time we will gather a crop if we don’t give 
up. • Galatians 6:9 NIrV
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Kids May - Week 1

5 min

Social
5 min

23 Social Activity | Made to 
Explore
What You Need

Offering container 1

Bowls 4

Bag of plastic coins 1

Spoons 2

Timer (or smartphone or watch) 1

EveryChild Supplies: Larger scoop 2

EveryChild Supplies: Visual timer 1

 
• For kids with fine motor challenges, 

use a larger scoop or let them use 
their hands to transfer the coins.

• Use a visual timer so kids can see 
how much time is left.

What You Do:
During the Activity:

• Greet each kid by name with a fist bump, high five, smile, or wave 
as they arrive.

• Invite any kids who brought an offering to place it in the offering 
container.

• Divide the kids into two teams.
• Give each team one bowl of plastic gold coins, one empty bowl, and 

one spoon.
• Say: “We’re going to see who can scoop the most coins into their 

bowl in 30 seconds!”
• Invite the first kid from each team get ready with the spoon.
• Start the timer (or smartphone or watch) and instruct the kids to 

scoop as many coins as they can from one bowl to the other using 
only the spoon.

• When the timer goes off, count the coins in each team’s bowl.
• Say: “It looks like [team name] scooped the most coins! Great job, 

friends! Let’s do another round.”
• Reset the bowls and let two more kids from each team have a turn. 

Continue until every kid has had a turn. 

What You Say:
“That was a fun game! Teams, what was the number of coins you 
scooped? (Pause for responses.) Wow, that’s a lot of coins! Some coins 
are worth a lot of money! In our true story from the Bible today, we’re 
going to hear about something even better than silver or gold coins. Two 
friends of Jesus, named Peter and John, gave someone a gift that was 
much, much better than coins. Let’s go find out what happened!”
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Kids May - Week 1

5 min

Bible Story 
Review
5 min

23 –  Who Said It? | Made to Play
What You Need

Bible 1

“Matching Cards” Activity Page 1

Cardstock 1

Scissors 1

What You Do:
Before the Activity:

• Print “Matching Cards” on cardstock and cut, one set per kid.

During the Activity:
• Open your Bible and review the Bible Story with the kids (Acts 

3–4:22). Share the following main points:
• Through the power of the Holy Spirit, Peter and John healed a 

man who couldn’t walk.
• When Peter began preaching about Jesus, the religious leaders 

got angry and arrested Peter and John.
• The Holy Spirit moved 5,000 people to believe in Jesus!
• The next day, Peter and John were brought out of prison to a 

gathering of religious leaders.
• The religious leaders questioned Peter and John, but the Holy 

Spirit helped them answer boldly.
• When the religious leaders commanded Peter and John never to 

speak in Jesus’ name again, Peter and John said they couldn’t 
stop because they had seen the good things God had done!

• Give each kid a set of the character cards from the “Matching Cards” 
Activity Page.

• Explain that you will read something that happened in today’s Bible 
Story.

• Instruct the kids to listen carefully and hold up the picture of the 
person or group of people who said it or did it.

• Read the following statements one at a time:
• “Who saw a man who couldn’t walk and healed him in Jesus’ name?” 

(Peter and John)
• “Who was so happy he could walk that he jumped and leaped and 

praised God?” (the healed man)
• “Who were the angry leaders who arrested Peter and John?” (the 

religious leaders)
• “Who boldly told the religious leaders they would never stop talking 

about Jesus?” (Peter and John)
• Help kids (as needed) choose the right card and celebrate their great 

listening.

 
What You Say:
“You all remembered our story so well! Peter and John were disciples of 
Jesus, and now they were leaders in the new church. One afternoon, 
they went up to the temple for prayer. Ahead, they saw a man asking for 
money because he couldn’t walk and couldn’t work. Peter said, “I don’t 
have any silver or gold. But I’ll give you what I do have. In the name 
of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, get up and walk” (Acts 3:6 NIrV). Just like 
that, the man’s feet and ankles became strong. For the first time in his 
life, he took a step. And then another. The man went right into the temple 
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Kids May - Week 1

courtyard with Peter and John, jumping and praising God. Everyone who 
recognized him was filled with wonder and amazement. 
 
“Peter was quick to step up and share the good news of God’s story. The 
religious leaders tried to stop Peter and John. They arrested them, and 
then the next day, the religious leaders commanded Peter and John to 
never again speak or teach in Jesus’ name. But Peter and John said, 
‘Which is right from God’s point of view? Should we listen to you? Or 
should we listen to God? You be the judges! There’s nothing else we 
can do. We have to speak about the things we’ve seen and heard’ (Acts 
4:19-20 NIrV). They had seen what God had done, and they couldn’t 
stop talking about it! They knew they had to speak boldly and [Bottom 
Line] keep going because of what God has done.”
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Kids May - Week 1

5 min

Application 
Activity
5 min

23 –  Boldly Follow the Leader 
| Made to Move *Uses Minimal 
Supplies*
What You Need

No supplies needed

 
• Select bold actions so all kids are 

able to participate.

What You Do:
During the Activity:

• Tell the kids you are going to play a game of “Follow the Leader” but 
with a BOLD twist.

• Explain that whatever you do, they are to copy it in a big, bold, and 
brave way.

• Lead them around the room with bold actions:
• “Let’s do BOLD marching!” (Lift your knees up high.)
• “Let’s make BOLD arm muscles!” (Flex your arm muscles.)
• “Let’s take BOLD giant steps!” (Take the biggest steps you can.)
• “Let’s give a BOLD clap!” (Clap loudly together.)

• Let a few kids take turns being the bold leader.

What You Say:
“Great job being so bold! Peter and John were bold when they talked 
about Jesus. They weren’t scared because they knew God was with 
them. They didn’t give up speaking and acting for Jesus. They knew that 
they could keep going because of what God had done! 

“And God has done so much for us too! We needed rescue from our sin, 
and we couldn’t be close to God anymore. But God loves us so much 
that He created a rescue plan spanning all of history so we could be 
close to Him again. For years and years and years, He was faithful to set 
the exact right time in history for Jesus to come! And through Jesus’ life 
and death, God rescued everyone who follows Jesus. Now, we can be 
friends with God forever! And then after Jesus went back to heaven, God 
sent His Holy Spirit, His very Spirit, so He can live inside of His followers! 
Now He is closer than close, and goes through all of life with us. 

“Knowing all that God has done just so we can be His close friends can 
make US bold too. When we remember how much God loves us, it helps 
us keep going when things get tough and helps us [Bottom Line] keep 
going because of what God has done!”
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Kids May - Week 1

5 min

Memory Verse 
Activity
5 min

23 – Don’t Stop Posters| Made to 
Create
What You Need

Bibles 1

Large piece of butcher paper or 
posterboard,

1

Coloring supplies Several

Painter’s tape 1

What You Do:
Before the Activity:

• Tear the edges of the butcher paper or posterboard so it looks like 
a rugged mountain.

 
During the Activity:

• Give each kid a Bible and invite them to look up Galatians 6:9.
• Demonstrate how to look up the verse using the Bible Navigation 

Tips below:
 
Finding verses for 2nd-3rd graders: Guide them to open their Bibles to 
the front and find the table of contents. (Hold up a Bible opened to the 
table of contents to show the kids what the page looks like.) When the 
kids find the table of contents, lead them to find the name of the book in 
the list. When they find the book, lead them to look at the page number 
beside it. Explain that the number tells them on what page they can find 
that book. Help the kids find the page. When they find the book, explain 
that the big numbers on the page are the chapter numbers. Help them 
find the correct chapter. Then explain that the small numbers are verse 
numbers. Help them find the correct verse in that chapter. 
 

• Repeat the Memory Verse aloud together several times. 
• Review any words that might be unfamiliar to the kids.
• Invite the kids to set their Bibles aside.
• Lay the “mountain” on the floor and invite the kids to gather around 

it.
• Write the Memory Verse and reference on the “mountain.”
• Let the kids work together to decorate the “mountain” with the 

coloring supplies. Invite them to draw pictures of people doing good 
things, like sharing or helping.

• When the kids are done decorating, tape the poster on a wall in your 
room as a reminder for the whole month.

What You Say:
“Great job decorating, friends! This poster looks awesome! It will help us 
remember our Memory Verse all month long. Sometimes it can feel hard 
to keep doing the right thing, but our Memory Verse tells us not to give 
up! In our Bible Story today, we saw how Peter and John didn’t give up 
even when the religious leaders tried to stop them. They were bold and 
kept sharing the good news about Jesus because they knew God was 
with them. And God is with us, so we can be bold too! 
 
“Let’s say our Memory Verse together one more time: ‘Let us not become 
tired of doing good. At the right time we will gather a crop if we don’t 
give up. Galatians 6:9.’ One more time! ‘Let us not become tired of doing 
good. At the right time we will gather a crop if we don't give up. Galatians 
6:9.’Remember, don’t give up, and [Bottom Line]keep going because of 
what God has done.”
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Kids May - Week 1

5 min

Prayer
5 min

23 – Pray and Dismiss | Made to 
Reflect
What You Need

Balloon, 1

Small tissue paper squares 1

Markers Several

What You Do: 
Before the Activity:

• Inflate the balloon and tie a knot.
 
During the Activity:

• Give each kid a tissue paper square and a marker.
• Ask them to think of one person they want to pray for, then invite 

them to write the person’s initial on their tissue paper square.
• Rub the balloon on your hair or shirt to create static electricity.
• One at a time, invite each kid to bring their tissue paper prayer close 

to the balloon and watch it “stick” to the balloon.
• Leave all the tissue paper prayers stuck to the balloon.

What You Say:
“Look at our sticky tissue paper prayers! All the people you wrote down 
on your tissue paper squares are stuck to the balloon. God loves every 
one of us so much that He created a rescue plan spanning all of history. 
God worked years and years and years for the right time in history for 
Jesus to come! Through Jesus’ life and death, God rescued everyone 
who follows Jesus. Now, we can be friends with God forever! Let's pray 
that the people you wrote down will know how much God loves them 
this week. Let’s take a quiet moment to talk to God together.”
 
Prayer:
“Dear God, thank You for all the amazing things You’ve done for us. 
Thank You for sending Jesus to rescue us so we can be friends with 
You forever. Please be with the people we prayed for today. Help us to 
be brave and keep telling people about You, just like Peter and John. 
Help us to always [Bottom Line] keep going because of what God has 
done. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
 
[As adults arrive to pick up, encourage kids to be bold and keep going 
because of what God has done for you!]
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Kids May - Week 1

Getting Ready | 23 
Small Group

GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.
 
SOCIAL: 
 
Opening Activity
Made to Play
What You Need:

• Offering container, one per Small Group
• Bowls, four per Small Group
• Bag of plastic coins, one per Small Group
• Spoons, two per Small Group
• Timer (or smartphone or watch), one per Small Group

 
EveryChild Supplies:

• Larger scoop, two per Small Group
• Visual timer, one per Small Group

 
GROUPS: 
Choose as many of these activities as you like.
 
1. Who Said It? 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Play
What You Need:

• Bible, one per Small Group
• “Matching Cards” Activity Page, one set per kid
• Cardstock, one piece per kid
• Scissors, one per Small Group

 
What You Do:

• Print “Matching Cards” on cardstock and cut, one set per kid.
 
2. Boldly Follow the Leader
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Move
What You Need:

• No supplies needed
 
3. Don’t Stop Posters
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Create 
What You Need:

• Bibles, one per kid
• Large piece of butcher paper or posterboard, one per Small Group
• Coloring supplies, several per Small Group
• Painter’s tape, one roll per Small Group

 
What You Do:

• Tear the edges of the butcher paper or piece of posterboard so it 
looks like a rugged mountain.

 
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect
What You Need:
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Kids May - Week 1

• Balloon, one per Small Group 
• Small tissue paper squares, one per kid
• Markers, several per Small Group

 
What You Do: 

• Inflate the balloon and tie a knot.
 
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience

• Print on cardstock or email this week’s devotionals and Parent Cue 
cards. 

• Tell parents about our additional family resource: Parent Cue App.
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Supplies
23 Social Activity | Made to Explore Quantity

1. Offering container 1

2. Bowls 4

3. Bag of plastic coins 1

4. Spoons 2

5. Timer (or smartphone or watch) 1

6. EveryChild Supplies: Larger scoop 2

7. EveryChild Supplies: Visual timer 1

23 –  Who Said It? | Made to Play Quantity

1. Bible 1

2. “Matching Cards” Activity Page 1

3. Cardstock 1

4. Scissors 1

23 – Don’t Stop Posters| Made to Create Quantity

1. Bibles 1

2. Large piece of butcher paper or 
posterboard,

1

3. Coloring supplies Several

4. Painter’s tape 1

23 – Pray and Dismiss | Made to Reflect Quantity

1. Balloon, 1

2. Small tissue paper squares 1

3. Markers Several
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