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A Note from Blaine, our 

DOME 
 

 

Wilson Area Hymn Festival! 
 
This past June, Tim Surles and I traveled to Wilson to take part in a Hymn Festival sponsored by the 

Greater Wilson Area Church Musicians Guild. The guild is made up of around 10 church musicians from the 
greater Wilson area. This was our 5th Hymn Festival, a project that was born out of the COVID-19 
pandemic as a way to bring people together for music and worship after spending time apart. Each year the 
hymn festival has grown in some unique way. The first year was just choir, piano and organ, the second year 
added instruments, last year we were led by a clinician, and this year we added a children’s element to the 
service. The festival is always a unique time to gather with different people across several different 
denominations for a collective goal, to make music and worship together.  

 
This year’s theme was Water-River-Spirit-Grace. We used a repeated theme chorus through the service 

as a way to connect the four main sections. Each section included the theme chorus, a hymn set, and a 
musical selection either from the choir or orchestra. The directors took turns leading the different sets. For 
example, I led the first set…WATER. We sang the theme chorus, then I led the congregation in singing 
“Come, Though Fount of Every Blessing” and “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”. Then I led the choir in 
singing an anthem titled, “Come to the Water”, arranged by Jack Schrader. Some of the other sets included 
hymns like, “Sweet, Sweet Spirit”, “Like a River Glorious”, “Wonderful Grace of Jesus”, and more. In total 
we sang 10+ hymns, the orchestra played three pieces, and the choir/men’s ensemble sang five pieces. There 
were 40+ singers in the choir, and 25+ players in the orchestra representing 10+ churches in the area. I did 
not get an official count, but I would assume there were around 200+ people in attendance. I would like to 
add a special thank you to those in our congregation who attended both in person and online. Plus, a special 
thank you to NBC for supporting local music and worship opportunities in our area.  

 
Blessings,  
Blaine Pittman 
 

YouTube link to the festival: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IbJA67hE_mk&t=1618s 
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