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A Note from Pastor Clay 
 

 

In our Wednesday night Bible studies, we are considering what the Bible says about matters related 
to our living as Christians. In that we are currently celebrating our nation’s 250th birthday, we will soon 
consider the topic of what the Bible says about our living as Christian citizens. As a precursor to our 
Bible study, I’d like to share with you some personal thoughts on the matter. 

 
While I strongly believe that Christians should be involved in politics, I equally strongly believe that 

politics should never get into the church. Anytime we identify ourselves as a church with a particular 
candidate or political party, we are undermining our main business of reaching ALL people with the 
Good News of Jesus Christ. Robert D. Linder, who at the time was professor of history at Kansas State 
University, member of College Heights Baptist Church in Manhattan, Kansas, and two-time mayor of 
that city, shed some light on this matter years ago when he addressed the SBC Christian Life Commission 
(when we had such an agency). He suggested that it is not wise for the church to participate in partisan 
politics because identification with one political party or even the creation of a “Christian Party” 
automatically alienates large segments of people whom we need to win to Christ. He said that Christian 
people should participate in political parties because those political parties need the influence of Christian 
people in their ranks. Furthermore, there are political and social implications of the Gospel that need to 
impact our society through the lives of Christians. But when the church becomes involved in supporting 
political candidates or parties it dilutes our witness and changes us from a PEOPLE ON MISSION FOR 
CHRIST to just another political action group. 

 
In our study on what the Bible says about Christian citizenship we’ll discover primarily three things 

that are essential to our understanding: 
 
1. As Christians citizens we are to live responsibly IN this world, and we’ll look closely at just what   
    that entails 
2. As Christian citizens we are to live as transformers OF this world 
3. As Christian citizens we are to live as citizens of ANOTHER world 
 
I look forward to our Wednesday night Bible studies! 


