
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

  
 



 

 

A Note from Pastor Clay 
 

 
In a recent sermon I shared with you a story about Dr. Ebbie Smith who served a Professor of Christian 
Ethics and Missions at Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary. Prior to his teaching career he had 
served as a missionary to Indonesia. 
 
In a revival service in my church when I was a pastor in Durham, Dr. Smith told how his 15 year-old son 
was killed in an accident while on the mission field. The family had just returned from the funeral and, 
while they were sitting in the house grieving their loss, they saw a funeral procession pass by the front of 
their house. The mourners were carrying a house made of paper, which was an important part of their 
native ritual. They were about to burn the paper house with a prayer that as the smoke ascended into 
heaven, it would form for their departed loved one a house in eternity where they could dwell. 
 
Dr. Smith said that as he saw this empty ritual his heart was warmed and gladdened to realize that they 
did not have to depend on a paper house and smoke ascending into the sky for the assurance their son 
had a place prepared for him in eternity. The risen Christ IS that assurance for every person who would 
believe. Anything else in which we put our hope is nothing but smoke. 
 
What a blessed peace and hope we have in the resurrection of Christ! What a great cause for celebration! 
What a great message we have to share! It is the message of the One who said: “In my Father’s house are 
many rooms; if it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And when I go 
and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be 
also.” (John 14:1-3) 


