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Finding how God is calling you to serve



  VISION MOMENT blessed him by making a connection 

between his service and his dad’s 

legacy of hospitality in the small 

town where he grew up. 

“When my dad retired, our 

small town newspaper fea-

tured a picture of him wav-

ing to cars outside. God 

blessed me with that special 

memory as I was essentially 

doing the same thing,” Jim 

remembered. 

Jim also enjoys visiting with 

people as they walk into the 

church. “Sometimes I get a chance to 

pray with people as they walk in, that 

is a true honor,” he said. 

Leading a small group, serving in 

church leadership, and with the hos-

pitality team are just a few of the min-

istries that Jim has felt God calling 

him to over the years. 

He says it’s important 

not to feel like you are 

stuck in a certain minis-

try for years on end, and 

to be open to God’s call 

to move you to different 

areas of church ministry.

“It’s ok to try something 

in the short term, and 

switch to something else as the Lord 

calls you,” Jim said.

It’s important to remember that we 

serve out of an overflow of gratitude 

for what Jesus did for us on the cross 

Start by Asking the 
Question
By: Jen Laverentz

“What is God calling me to do?” 

This is one of the core questions at 

the heart of every Christian. It is a 

question that we ask God to help 

us determine how we spend our 

time whether in a professional or 

personal capacity. By asking this 

question, we acknowledge that He 

has given us certain gifts and abil-

ities and we have a responsibility 

to use gifts in service to His king-

dom. Asking this question usually 

means that we are willing to sac-

rifice our own ideas of how we’d 

like to spend our time for His larger 

purpose. 

“God has really encouraged me 

through my service in the minis-

tries of our church,” says Jim Hart-

zog. Jim is the guy who welcomes 

you with a wave and a kind word 

as you come into the front doors 

of the FPCE. One day, while on 

parking duty, Jim felt that God 

and a desire to live out the Great 

Commission. “Therefore go and 

make disciples of all nations, bap-

tizing them in the name of the Fa-

ther and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit, and teaching them to obey 

everything I have commanded you. 

And surely I am with you always, to 

the very end of the age.” Matthew 

28.

 

How can you find out about the dif-

ferent ministries and opportunities 

to serve Him? First of all, ask what at 

the church interests you. What does 

the church do that excites you? 

That is a great place to start. Talk 

to people from the ministries that 

interest you and find out how you 

could use your gifts to help serve. 

As Henry Blackaby famously said, 

“Watch to see where God is work-

ing and join Him in his work.”  



NEW WEDNESDAY NIGHT CLASS
Join us for a new Wednesday night class called “Family Edi-
tion: Crafting a Rule of Life”  led by Brett Hardy. The class will 
be meeting in room 2115 and is open to all. Hope to see you 
there!

SAMSON SERMON SERIES
Few characters in God’s Word are as complex as Samson. 
There is much we can learn from Samson’s story, not only 
about ourselves but more importantly God’s faithfulness 
and love for us!  Join Lead Pastor Eric Laverentz at First Pres-
byterian Church of Edmond starting September 11 to hear 
this powerful message about the reality of our sin and the 
greater reality of God’s grace, forgiveness and unwavering 
purpose for our lives.

We are currently asking for non-perishable breakfast, 
lunch, dinner, and snack items. Dinners and juice box-
es are especially appreciated, along with basic hygiene 
items.

If you’d like to volunteer, a group will be meeting on 
September 7th to fill bags of food at 10:30am in the 
fellowship hall, and on September 14th at 10:30am to 
deliver the bags.

Bible Study Fellowship begins September 13th at First Pres, 
and it will run Tuesdays throughout the year from 9:45-
11:15am. This year’s study is “People of Promise: Kingdom 
Divided.” It focuses on Israel’s history and promise of the com-
ing Messiah. 

ALPHA COURSE
Beginning September 13, we will host the 
Alpha course at Evoke in downtown Ed-
mond starting at 7pm. Invite your friends 
to attend this important class to ask ques-
tions about life, meaning, and about God.

FAMILY MINISTRIES’ FALL
“The Gathering” Dinner begins at 5:15 pm
$7.00/person 
$28.00 maximum/family
There is also pizza available for purchase!

Kids, youth, and adult classes are from 6-7:30pm.

INFANT CRISIS CENTER
We are collecting donation items for the Infant Crisis Center. 
The Infant Crisis Center helps in providing infants and tod-
dlers with basic needs to help them develop and grow up 
healthy. Please bring baby wipes, baby bottles, and sippy 
cups to our front entrance during office hours so that we can 
donate them to the ICC.

LEMONADE STAND
On September 11th the Women’s Circles of FPCE will be of-
fering Lemonade and Sweet Treats between services in the 
Great Hall. The fundraiser supports the scholarship fund 
which is awarded annually to deserving high-school seniors, 
college students, or vo-tech students who are a member of 
FPCE. Remember to bring your sweet tooth and donate to 
this worthy cause!
 
Proverbs 22:6 - “Train a child in 
the way he should go and when 
he is old, he will not turn from it.”



and cooking classes with recipes 
based off the food available in the 
pantry. 

There are several ways you can 
get involved at Project 66. You are 
welcome to schedule a tour of the 
facility, volunteer with a group, 
volunteer individually, host a food 
drive, and donate. 

Anything you are able to give will 
help Project 66 get closer to their 
goal of reaching “those in our 
community who may go under-
nourished, such as children, elder-
ly, and working families who are 
facing unusually difficult times.” 

For instance, in 2020, the nonprof-
it was able to provide more than 
687,000 meals to people in our 
community, and share with them 
the love of Christ. 

own food to take home. The avail-
able food includes fresh fruits and 
vegetables, fresh bread, and items 
that are shelf-stable (e.g., canned 
vegetables and meats, rice, pasta, 
cereal, etc.). The amount of food 
the clients are able to take home is 
based off family size. 

Project 66 has two important goals. 
“First, we ensure that the food that 
leaves our building is something 
that the clients want. Second, we 
preserve our clients’ dignity by al-
lowing them the satisfaction of 
shopping for their families,” Josie 
said. 

Project 66 also trains their volun-
teers to be knowledgeable of oth-
er local nonprofits. Volunteers can 
then use that information to help 
connect clients to resources that 
can help with any additional needs; 
i.e. paying utilities or SNAP benefits.

Volunteers offer prayer and inten-
tional experiences that help to es-
tablish relationships and trust with 
clients. Project 66 has also recently 
started financial budgeting classes 

MINISTRY HIGHLIGHT
Project 66: Food and 
Resource Center
By:  Meredith McKinnon

The Project 66 Food and Resource 
Center is one of our church’s mis-
sion partners. The organization is 
a faith-based nonprofit that helps 
those facing food insecurities in 
the Edmond, Arcadia, Jones, and 
Luther areas. Their mission is to  
“serve those who are struggling, 
in the name of Jesus Christ.”

 

“Our clients consist of a wide de-
mographic of people that include 
working poor, single, married, 
elderly, and anyone with food in-
security. These families represent 
people of all different ages and 
races,” Executive Director, Josie 
Horn said.

The center creates a familiar gro-
cery store environment that allows 
for those in need to select their 

• Revenues
Total revenues for July were $161,262.  This is $35,209 less than budgeted revenues of $196,471 or 82.1% of 
budget.

• Expenses
Total net expenses for July were $196,098, which was $40,803 less than budgeted net expenses of $236,901 
or 82.8% of budget.

FIRST, BY THE NUMBERS


