


“For the King and the Kingdom”
Sermon Series (Part 2)

From the first days of Jesus’ ministry He proclaimed, “The Kingdom of 
God is at hand.”  This was the driving message of His earthly ministry- that 
God’s Kingdom, in His coming, is now here. We hear about Jesus’ King-
dom often but we have a lot of confusion about what His Kingdom is 
exactly. God’s intent is for Christians to live first as part of His Kingdom in 
every aspect of our life.  What are the promises of the Kingdom and how 
do we live as part of His Kingdom everyday and everywhere?  Join Pastor 
Eric Laverentz as we talk about living for King Jesus and His Kingdom in 
this transformational sermon series! 

October 23  What is the Kingdom                                                            
Mark 1:14-20

October 30  Kingdom Work                                                            
Mark 1:14-20
 
November 6  Kingdom Families                                                      
Mark 1:29-34
 
November 20  Kingdom Provision     
Matthew 6:25-34      

November 27  Kingdom Mindset                                                    
Matthew 13:24-33

December 4  Kingdom Found                                                              
Matthew 13:44-50
 
December 11  The Other Kingdom                                                       
John 18:33-38
 
December 18  An Everlasting Kingdom     
2 Samuel 7:12-17       

Part 1

Part 2



core practices

CORE PRACTICES

GATHER

SHARE who you are

CARE for one another

1

2

GROW

READ and PRACTICE scripture

PRAY together

3

4

GO

INVEST in people

SERVE community

CREATE and SEND leaders

5

6

7



The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found 
and covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys 
that field.”  “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of 
fine pearls,  who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that 
he had and bought it.” “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was 
thrown into the sea and gathered fish of every kind.  When it was full, men 
drew it ashore and sat down and sorted the good into containers but threw 
away the bad. So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and 
separate the evil from the righteous  and throw them into the fiery furnace. In 
that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.   
               Matthew 13:44-50

After Jesus spoke on the shore of Galilee, it says that he left the crowds 
and went back into Simon and Andrew’s home in the seaside fishing vil-
lage of Capernaum to teach His disciples.  First, Jesus explained the true 
meaning of a parable He just told them.  Then, Jesus shared two similar 
brief parables about the absolute value of the Kingdom and our willing-
ness to sacrifice everything we have to obtain the whole of it.  Follow-
ing that, He shared a parable that explained the persistence of evil in the 
world.  This was critical to the disciples as they would soon be encounter-
ing evil on a scale they had never imagined.  What do these parables say 
to us about the Kingdom?

1.  Why do you think Jesus chose to withdraw from the crowds back 
into Simon and Andrew’s house to teach the disciples alone? (Matthew 
13:36). What did this allow Jesus to do? Can you name some other ways 
that you see Jesus pulling people aside to invest in them? (Matthew 17:1, 
John 4:7-15, Luke 5:27-32) What does this tell us about Jesus’ method for 
making disciples?  Was He just about big crowds?  What did Jesus some-
times do when the crowds got big? (John 6:60-69)

2.  What did the man do who found the treasure hidden in a field? (Mat-
thew 13:44) Did this sound like an accident to you or was he deliberately 
searching?  Why or why not?  Has God ever unexpectedly blessed you 
when you were not really looking for Him?  How?  What does it suggest 
about the Kingdom of God?  Is it far or near? (Mark 1:14-15, Psalm 139:7-
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10) Where have you seen the Kingdom break forth in your life?  What 
does this look like? (Isaiah 43:18-19)

3.  How is Jesus’ parable about the pearl of great price different than the 
treasure hidden a field? (Matthew 13:44-45) What does is say about the 
man looking for the pearl versus just finding the treasure?  What does the 
Bible promise about seeking and finding? (Matthew 7:7-10)  What are 
you seeking?  How are you seeking the Kingdom now?   What did Jesus 
promise about finding the Kingdom of Heaven? (Matthew 5:3) Can you 
name something for which you sacrificed greatly?  Was it worth it?  What 
does Jesus promise about sacrificing for the Kingdom of God? (Matthew 
19:27-30)

4.  How did Jesus say the Kingdom of Heaven is like a net? (Matthew 
13:47-48) To what time does Jesus compare this net full of all kinds of 
fish? (Matthew 13:49) Why do you think the evil and the righteous are 
not separated until the end?  Do you find this encouraging or do you wish 
God would act more quickly?  What is the issue with trying to separate 
the evil and the righteous now? (Matthew 13:27-29). What does Jesus 
promise elsewhere about revealing the evil and the righteous?  Will any-
thing be hidden? (Matthew 10:26-33)

NEXT STEPS
Ask the Holy Spirit to show you that thing in life for which you sacrifice 
the most.  Share this result with you small group or the person with whom 
you are doing this study.  Ask together, “Is this greater than the Kingdom 
of God?” 



So, Pilate entered his headquarters again and called Jesus and said to him, 
“Are you the King of the Jews?” Jesus answered, “Do you say this of your own 
accord, or did others say it to you about me?” Pilate answered, “Am I a Jew? 
Your own nation and the chief priests have delivered you over to me. What 
have you done?” Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If my king-
dom were of this world, my servants would have been fighting, that I might 
not be delivered over to the Jews. But my kingdom is not from the world.” 
Then Pilate said to him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I 
am a king. For this purpose I was born and for this purpose I have come into 
the world—to bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth listens 
to my voice.” Pilate said to him, “What is truth?” 
         John 18:33-38
 
Just a few miles from where He was born, Jesus now stood on trial.  Not far 
from where the sky was filled with angels announcing the good news of 
the birth of the Savior of the World, Christ the Lord, the grown man now 
stood on trial in front of a petty Roman bureaucrat whose name would be 
lost to history were it not for this brief encounter with Jesus.  In front of 
Pontius Pilate, Jesus had the power to go free.  He simply could have pro-
claimed He was not a king, or that He had no kingdom, and Jesus could 
have gone free.  But Jesus did not.  Instead, He claimed a Kingdom higher 
and greater than the one Pilate sought to rule.  If Jesus sought to escape 
the ‘justice’ of Pilate’s kingdom, He would have lost the right to rule His 
kingdom.  He did not, and He reigns yesterday, today and forever. 

1.  Why did Pilate ask Jesus if He was “The King of the Jews?” (John 18:33) 
When was the first time this moniker was heard about Jesus? (Matthew 
2:2) How did the man ruling over the Jewish people then react to this 
title? (Matthew 2:2-12,16-17) How do those in power usually react when 
their power is threatened?   

2.  Who brought Jesus to Pilate? (John 18:35). Why did the Jewish reli-
gious leaders bring Jesus to Pilate? (Matthew 27:15-19) What did Jesus 
do that caused the religious leaders to be envious of Him?  Why did the 
religious leaders bother with Pilate?  Why not just execute Jesus them-
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selves? (John 18:30-32) How did the Jewish religious leaders fundamen-
tally misunderstand the Kingdom of God?  How do we hang on to our 
own little kingdoms and lose the Kingdom of God?   Is there any way that 
we ‘despise our birthright’ of the Kingdom of God? (Hebrews 12:16-17)  

3.  If Jesus’ Kingdom is ‘not of this world’ where is it? (John 18:36). If Jesus 
is ‘making all things new’ why would He say His Kingdom is not of this 
world? (Revelation 21:1-5) Does Jesus mean He has no claim over this 
broken world or that the Kingdom is fundamentally different from this 
world and operates differently? (Colossians 1:15-18) How does the King-
dom of God function differently than this world? (Matthew 5:1-11) 

4.  What did Jesus claim was His ‘reason to be born?’ (John 18:37) Why 
is this a remarkable statement for the Son of God to make? (John 1:1-
5) Why is it amazing that a God would seek a reason to be born?  How 
close is the connection between “The Word of God” (John 1:1) and ‘truth’? 
(John 17:17) Has the world ever accepted God’s Word as truth?  Why not? 

NEXT STEPS
From your daily Scripture reading choose a verse to memorize. Write it on 
a notecard and carry it with you.  When you have memorized it, choose 
another verse, and do the same thing.  See how many verses you can 
memorize before Christmas.



You shall say to my servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts, I took you 
from the pasture, from following the sheep, that you should be prince over 
my people Israel. And I have been with you wherever you went and have cut 
off all your enemies from before you. And I will make for you a great name, 
like the name of the great ones of the earth. And I will appoint a place for my 
people Israel and will plant them, so that they may dwell in their own place 
and be disturbed no more. And violent men shall afflict them no more, as 
formerly, from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel. And I 
will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover, the LORD declares to you 
that the LORD will make you a house.  When your days are fulfilled and you 
lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall 
come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom.  He shall build a house 
for my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. I will be 
to him a father, and he shall be to me a son. When he commits iniquity, I will 
discipline him with the rod of men, with the stripes of the sons of men, but 
my steadfast love will not depart from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put 
away from before you. And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure 
forever before me. Your throne shall be established forever.’ ” In accordance 
with all these words, and in accordance with all this vision, Nathan spoke to 
David.
                   2 Samuel 7:8-17 

One of the first descriptions we have of the Kingdom of God comes some-
what early in Scripture and over 1000 years before Jesus was born.  David 
sought to build a temple for the Lord.  But instead, the Lord promised to 
make an everlasting house from his family.   As David heard this promise 
from the Lord, he was thinking about a traditional kingdom, like the one 
he ruled.  But the Lord was speaking of so much more.  The Lord prom-
ised David that through his lineage, that He would establish the Heavenly 
Kingdom—one with a throne that would endure forever. This promise 
was grasped by God’s people (and still is by many) as they sought a Mes-
siah. For Christians, we see Jesus as the fulfillment who reigns now from 
an eternal throne.  

1.  What was David’s logic to build a temple for the Lord? (2 Samuel 7:2) 
What did David get right, but what did David also get wrong?  Why do 
you think David didn’t take the time to ask the Lord His plan? How do 
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Nathan’s words affirm this?  (2 Samuel 7:3) Does God need us to be per-
fect or be able to perfectly discern His will to carry out His plan?  (Genesis 
50:20) How do we benefit from being faithful and trusting God’s plan? 
(Deuteronomy 28:1-6)

2.  Where did David come from?  Was he from a noble family and likely 
man to be named king? (2 Samuel 7:8, 1 Samuel 16:6-13) How is this sim-
ilar to Jesus’ background? (John 1:46) How is Jesus’ directly connected to 
David? (Luke 2:4-5) How does this connection with David truly “make his 
name great?”  (2 Samuel 7:9). How does our connection with Jesus make 
our name great? (Matthew 23:11-12) 

3.  How does the Lord make a house for David?  (2 Samuel 8:13) Who 
builds that house? (Matthew 21:42-44)  Who is a part of that house? 
(Ephesians 2:19-22) Is it shocking to you that God would make such a 
promise to a flawed man like David, and that the promise would be car-
ried out over thousands of years?  Why or why not? How have you seen 
the Lord’s long plan made manifest in your life?

4.  What amazing promise does God make to David about His determi-
nation to love His son? (2 Samuel 7:14-15) What is so astonishing about 
God naming someone a son?  What is so astonishing about God saying 
He will not take His love from someone even when they sin?  Does God 
tolerate sin? (Psalm 5:4) How do we see a literal occasion of God showing 
His love for Jesus? (Mark 1:9-11)   Because of Jesus’ righteousness and His 
humanity, is God just pleased with Him or all of humanity?  What does 
Revelation 21:1-5 show us about Jesus’ throne and Kingdom?

NEXT STEPS
Go to jesusfilm.org/blog/old-testament-prophecies/ and read about the 
Old Testament prophecies of Jesus. Which ones speak to you?  



And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God 
my Savior, for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. For behold, 
from now on all generations will call me blessed; for he who is mighty has 
done great things for me, and holy is his name. And his mercy is for those 
who fear him from generation to generation. He has shown strength with 
his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts; he has 
brought down the mighty from their thrones and exalted those of humble 
estate; he has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent 
away empty. He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 
as he spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his offspring forever.”

                         Luke 1:48-55

1.  What was Mary’s first reaction to seeing the angel Gabriel and being 
told that she was had found favor with God?  (Luke 1:29) How did she 
respond when she was told she would give birth to Jesus and that He 
would establish an everlasting Kingdom? (Luke 1:38).  Would your first 
reaction to such news have been to submit to God’s will and obey?  Why 
do you think Mary traveled the nearly 100 miles to live with her cousin 
Elizabeth? (Deuteronomy 22:22-24)  What kind of shame would Mary 
have brought to her family by being betrothed and pregnant?

2.  What amazing event happened as Mary entered her cousin’s home 
that seemingly spurred her to sing? (Luke 1:41-45) How was the fetus 
John the Baptist even living out his mission even from the womb? (Luke 
1:13-17) Why do you think this experience was so encouraging to Mary 
and perhaps even a confirmation of her encounter with the angel Gabri-
el?  Has God ever given you an encouraging confirmation?  What was it? 

3.  How does Mary begin her song? Who does she praise first? (Luke 1:46-
51). Why is it important to begin our prayers with praise?  What does 
praising God allow us to do? (Philippians 4:6-7) How does God’s good-
ness and greatness impact Mary’s spirit?  Why is this important?  Mary 
goes from being afraid and doubting to claiming “God has done mighty 
things for her.”  What act of Mary’s allows this to happen? (Luke 1:38) For 
whom is God’s mercy? (Luke 1:50, 1 Samuel 12:14)  
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4.  How does the promise that God’s mercy for those who fear Him set 
up the series of promises about the proud, the humble, the rich and the 
poor?  What does God promise He will to do the proud and the mighty?  
(Luke 1:51). What does God promise He will do to the rich? (Luke 1:53) 
What does God promise He will do for the hungry and the humble? (Luke 
1:52-53)  Where do you consider yourself in this catalog of positions?  
Luke 1:54-55 is a promise about God’s faithfulness to His Word. What is 
your favorite promise in God’s Word?  Do you see any echoes in Mary’s 
song to the Sermon on the Mount? (Matthew 5-7) What are they? 

NEXT STEPS
Speak with your family, office, neighbors or small group about doing 
something at Christmas to help someone who is poor and humble.  Make 
a plan to do it together. Make sure, if it is possible, that you do as much as 
you can in person. 
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