


“New Life for a New World:  Genesis 
Chapter 9” Sermon Series

Genesis tells us that God destroyed the world with a flood because every 
thought of humankind was continually evil.  Humanity’s sin had become 
unmanageable.  After the flood the Lord began anew with the family of a 
righteous man named Noah.  As Noah and his family stood again on dry 
land, we see several themes of how God called them to live.  These ways 
stand against the ways of the sinful and broken world and remain key 
values for Christians to practice.  When the people of God live out these 
virtues, the world thrives.  When we don’t the world suffers. 
 
Join us at First Presbyterian Church of Edmond as Lead Pastor Eric Lav-
erentz walks us through these six virtues, how God empowers us to live 
them out and how the world changes us around as we do.

January 8  Covenant                                                             
Genesis 9:8-17

January 15  Abundance                                                            
Genesis 9:1
 
January 22  Authority                                                      
Genesis 9:2-4
 
January 29  Life     
Genesis 9:5-7      

February 12  Sacrifice                                                       
Genesis 8:20-22
 
February 19  Fidelity
Genesis 9:18-28       



core practices

CORE PRACTICES

GATHER

SHARE who you are

CARE for one another
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GROW

READ and PRACTICE scripture

PRAY together

3

4

GO

INVEST in people

SERVE community

CREATE and SEND leaders

5

6

7



Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, “Behold, I establish my cov-
enant with you and your offspring after you, and with every living creature 
that is with you, the birds, the livestock, and every beast of the earth with you, 
as many as came out of the ark; it is for every beast of the earth. I establish 
my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters 
of the flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” And 
God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you 
and every living creature that is with you, for all future generations: I have 
set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me 
and the earth. When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the 
clouds, I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every 
living creature of all flesh. And the waters shall never again become a flood 
to destroy all flesh. When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember 
the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh 
that is on the earth.” God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I 
have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.”  
                      Genesis 9:8-17

Noah and his family had spent about a year living on the ark—desperate-
ly waiting for the waters to recede. Finally, when the land was dry, they 
emerged from the ark into a new world, buried and baptized in the waters 
which poured from the heavens and sprung up from the great springs of 
the deep.  As God had done with Adam, He established a covenant with 
Noah to bless and instruct His life in the new world.  God’s covenant was 
to never destroy the world again.  This left Him one path for our broken 
world — “to make all things new.”
 
    
1.  What was Noah’s first act when He stepped off the ark?  (Genesis 8:20) 
Why was this important? What does this one act tell us about Noah?  How 
is worship our primary response to God’s grace in our life? (1 Chronicles 
16:28-34) What was God’s response to Noah’s act of worship? (Genesis 
8:21-22)  Why is this such an amazing promise? (Hosea 4:1-3) 

2.  How does God’s response to Noah’s worship prepare the way for His 
covenant with Noah? What do God’s two statements have in common? 
(Genesis 9:11) If God is not going to destroy the earth broken by sin what 

Lesson 1- Covenant 



is His only option? (Revelation 21:5) Why is this God’s only option? 

3.  What is a covenant? Is a covenant dependent upon the response of 
both parties?  What are some examples of covenants in our life? Do cove-
nants limit us or create freedom? Why is true freedom found only in faith-
ful relationships? What is the covenant God made with humanity? (Gene-
sis 9:9-11)  Why is the sign of God’s covenant important?  What does this 
manifestation of nature usually demonstrate?  (Genesis 9:12-17) 

4.  Who is the full expression of this covenant? (John 1:14)  Why is the 
Word of God becoming flesh something God cannot take back? (He-
brews 13:8)  Are there covenants in your life you wish you could take 
back or do-over?  How do we know the Lord does not feel that way about 
His covenant? What do you think ‘regret’ means in this passage and how 
does God address it?  (Genesis 6:5-6) 

NEXT STEPS
Make a list of the covenants in your life that are assumed.  Ask how you 
are being faithful in those. Are there any covenants that surprise you?  
Are there any covenants you need to make? 



And God blessed Noah and his sons and said to them, “Be fruitful and multi-
ply and fill the earth.
              Genesis 9:1
 
As Noah and his family stepped out of the ark and made a sacrifice, 
God re-started creation. The earth having been ‘buried in the waters of 
baptism’ is resurrected and made new. From this watery grave of death 
comes the promise of abundance. God repeated for Noah and his family 
the command He gave to Adam and there is a renewal of God’s covenant 
promise for humanity.  When we trust in God and follow His commands, 
it leads toward abundance.  When we rely on our own resources and our 
own ways, we experience scarcity and fear. Abundance, in every way, is 
one of the key markers of the quality of our relationship with God.  Where 
there is scarcity there is no trust.  

1.  Does your attitude tend more toward scarcity or abundance? Do you 
think our society and culture leans more toward scarcity or abundance?  
Why? How can you tell? How does trusting in an eternal, loving, omnipo-
tent God suggest abundance?  What does the story of Abraham and Isaac 
teach us about abundance?  (Genesis 22:9-14)

2.  Where else does the Lord command “Be fruitful and fill the earth?” 
(Genesis 1:28) Why did God re-state this command? What other ‘re-starts’ 
do we see in Scripture?  (John 21:15-19, Nehemiah 2:17-20)  What sacra-
ment is a re-start for our lives? (Colossians 2:11-12)  

3.  How is the flooding of all the earth like baptism? (Romans 6:3-4) How 
does a re-start and a renewal suggest an abundance of grace? Has God 
ever given you a re-start? What was it? Is there anyone to whom you need 
to give a re-start? What kind of abundance do you need in your life to 
make that happen? Where can you get it? (Matthew 18:21-35)

4.  How would you live differently if you placed more trust in God’s abun-
dance?  How does a trust in God’s abundance and His willingness provide 
change our thinking about this world?  Do you think humanity currently 

Lesson 2- Abundance 



seeks to “Be fruitful multiply and fill the earth?” (Genesis 9:1) Why or why 
not?   

5.  What does God promise about trusting Him to provide? (Malachi 
6:3:10-12, Ephesians 3:20, Psalm 23) 

NEXT STEPS
Ask the Holy Spirit to show you any place in your life where you are living 
out of a sense scarcity rather than a trust in God’s abundance.  Share the 
results of this prayer with your small group or someone who is doing this 
study with you. 



The fear of you and the dread of you shall be upon every beast of the earth 
and upon every bird of the heavens, upon everything that creeps on the 
ground and all the fish of the sea. Into your hand they are delivered. Every 
moving thing that lives shall be food for you. And as I gave you the green 
plants, I give you everything. But you shall not eat flesh with its life, that is, 
its blood.
                          Genesis 9:2-4

The Lord continues the re-stating of His commands given to Adam and 
Eve.  After telling Noah’s family to be fruitful and multiply, He empowers 
them to be rulers and have dominion over the earth.  Noah’s family has 
been seen by theologians as representative of the Church. Just as God 
saved them from the destruction of the earth and empowered them to 
lead and be stewards of the earth, He has done the same for His Church. 
Followers of Jesus are not just innocent by-standers in a world gone awry, 
but we are called to lead and impact the world for the glory of God. 

1.  Does it surprise you to think of God giving humanity permission to eat 
any living thing?  Why or why not?  How is God’s command to Noah and 
his family different than His similar command to Adam? (Genesis 1:29-
31)  What kind of hierarchy does this establish? Does this give humani-
ty permission to be cruel and abuse lesser creatures in God’s creation? 
(Proverbs 12:10, Proverbs 27:23, Deuteronomy 22:6-7) Does God care 
for other creatures besides human beings? (Hosea 2:18, Matthew 10:29, 
Psalm 147:9)

2.  Why do you think it is so easy for people (even Christians) to just look 
at the world and complain rather than take responsibility?  What kind of 
responsibilities has God given to His Church? (Matthew 28:18-20). How 
is Jesus’ command to His church a repeat and re-issuing of the command 
the Lord gave to Noah?

3.  Does the authority and responsibility of Christians and the Church 
exist only in the Church or beyond the Church? How far does Jesus’ au-
thority extend? (Colossians 1:15-20) How can we know if a Christian is 

Lesson 3- Authority



carrying out their authority in a Christ-like way? (Matthew 23:9-12) How 
did Jesus exercise His authority? (John 13:3-11, Philippians 2:4-11)  Why 
is it so tempting to make ourselves masters rather than servants? 

4.  What does God’s command mean that we should not eat the flesh 
with the blood?  (Genesis 9:4) Is this just talking about uncooked meat or 
there is a greater principle at work here? How does not eating flesh with 
the blood distinguish humanity from carnivorous animals? Why should 
human beings be under control when they take any kind of life? (1 Sam-
uel 14:31-35)

NEXT STEPS
Ask the Lord to show you a situation where you can exercise your God-giv-
en authority by taking responsibility in the middle of a problem or crisis.  
Show that authority by making yourself a servant, particularly serving 
someone in need. Share this experience with your small group or person 
with whom you are doing this study. 



And for your lifeblood I will require a reckoning: from every beast I will require 
it and from man. From his fellow man I will require a reckoning for the life of 
man. “Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed, for 
God made man in his own image. And you, be fruitful and multiply, increase 
greatly on the earth and multiply in it.”
                    Genesis 9:5-7

This time God expands on one of His mandates for humanity given ear-
lier to Adam and Eve—that humanity is made in the image of God. For 
Noah’s family God states this important fact again about our creation but 
adds the important detail of a punishment for whoever violates the sanc-
tity of life.  The Lord also directly relates His provision of abundance to 
the sanctity of life.  Humanity should be fruitful and multiply because 
humanity’s growing presence increases the image of God on the earth! 

1.  Do you find it difficult of easy to see the image of God in other people?  
Why or why not?  How does humanity’s creation in the image of God im-
pact our culture?   Do we honor the image well or not?  What do we need 
to do to better honor the image of God?  What are some of the social 
consequences for not honoring the image of God in other people?

2.  What kind of ‘reckoning’ does the Lord require for taking the life of 
another human being? (Genesis 9:6, Numbers 35:30-31)    Why are some 
sins punished more harshly than others?  Are all sins equal?  Or do all sins 
speak equally to our sinful nature? (James 2:10-11) Why do you think the 
Ten Commandments does not specify again the commandment for mur-
der?  Was the penalty already clear for God’s people?

3.  How did Jesus expand upon and go deeper into the command not to 
murder? (Matthew 5:21-25) How well do we do with this? Is there any 
place you have anger with someone that is causing you to ‘murder’ the 
image of God in your heart? Why does anger and a lack of forgiveness in 
our heart negate our sacrifice to the Lord? (Matthew 5: 23-24, Colossians 
3:13) What was the punishment for the unforgiving servant? (Matthew 
18:21-35) 
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4.  Why do you think God repeats His command (for the 3rd time) “Be 
fruitful and multiply.” (Genesis 9:7)  What does this tell us about God’s 
provision for this world?  What is the capacity of the land to provide di-
rectly related to? (Deuteronomy 28:1-6)  

NEXT STEPS
Ask the Holy Spirit to show you someone you need to forgive or against 
whom you hold anger.  Ask the Holy Spirit to give you the ability to for-
give and give up your anger.  Also ask the Holy Spirit to show you how to 
honor God’s image in them.



Then Noah built an altar to the LORD and took some of every clean animal 
and some of every clean bird and offered burnt offerings on the altar. And 
when the LORD smelled the pleasing aroma, the LORD said in his heart, “I 
will never again curse the ground because of man, for the intention of man’s 
heart is evil from his youth. Neither will I ever again strike down every living 
creature as I have done. While the earth remains, seedtime and harvest, cold 
and heat, summer and winter, day and night, shall not cease.”
                   Genesis 8:20-22

Noah’s first act after emerging from about a year on the ark was to make 
a sacrifice.  The sacrifice was pleasing to God and God responded by an-
nouncing His covenant to strike down every living creature and preserve 
the earth through its seasons. God’s covenants are eternal but through 
acts of sacrifice God’s grace and mercy for this world is let loose. Jesus’ 
death on the cross teaches us that. Laying what we love and what we 
need on the altar is a key discipline to experience the fullness of God’s 
love and provision in this world.   

1.  What do you believe prompted Noah to make sacrifice to the Lord?  
(Genesis 8:20) What did Noah sacrifice?  (Genesis 8:20) Why is this signifi-
cant?  Why would this sacrifice have been quite precious?  What makes a 
sacrifice precious to the Lord? (Genesis 4:3-5, Luke 21:1-4)

2.  How do you define sacrifice?  Does God ever ask us to sacrifice any-
thing that is not costly?  What do you we know about God’s provision and 
costly sacrifice? (Genesis 22:9-14) What happens when we greedily hang 
on to things and do not allow God to provide?  (Exodus 16:13-21)

3.  What kind of sacrifice were God’s people commanded to make and 
what did it provide? (Exodus 29:38-46) What did God promise He would 
do to respond their sacrifice? (Exodus 29:46)  Does this language remind 
you of any eternal promise of God?  (Revelation 21:1-4)  How does a sac-
rifice clear the way between ourselves and God? (Leviticus 3:1-4)  Does 
peace with God mean absence of conflict or does it mean friendship? 
What did Jesus say about this?  (John 15:15) 
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4.  How did Jesus model sacrifice for us?  (Matthew 20:26-28) What did 
Jesus’ sacrifice achieve for us eternally?  (Hebrews 10:12-18)  How does 
our sacrifice help others know God and even overcome human sin?  Why 
do you think sacrifice matters so much to God and is so life-giving? What 
happens to the world when the people of God do not make sacrifices? 

NEXT STEPS
Ask the Holy Spirit to show you something you can sacrifice to show God’s 
character to someone else.  It could be a possession, time, money, a habit 
or something else.  Share what you sacrificed with you small group.



The sons of Noah who went forth from the ark were Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 
(Ham was the father of Canaan.) These three were the sons of Noah, and 
from these the people of the whole earth were dispersed. Noah began to be a 
man of the soil, and he planted a vineyard. He drank of the wine and became 
drunk and lay uncovered in his tent. And Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the 
nakedness of his father and told his two brothers outside. Then Shem and 
Japheth took a garment, laid it on both their shoulders, and walked back-
ward and covered the nakedness of their father. Their faces were turned 
backward, and they did not see their father’s nakedness. When Noah awoke 
from his wine and knew what his youngest son had done to him, he said, 
“Cursed be Canaan; a servant of servants shall he be to his brothers.” He also 
said, “Blessed be the LORD, the God of Shem; and let Canaan be his servant. 
May God enlarge Japheth, and let him dwell in the tents of Shem, and let 
Canaan be his servant.” After the flood Noah lived 350 years. All the days of 
Noah were 950 years, and he died.
                   Genesis 9:18-28

God selected Noah’s family to survive the death of everything on the 
earth and begin the world again. We are told Noah found favor in the 
eyes of the Lord and He was righteous.  But the Bible doesn’t tell us Noah 
was perfect.  He was not and the Bible makes this explicit when we are 
told he drank too much wine and was discovered lying naked in his tent.  
In this way Noah brings sin into the new world—not unlike Adam. It is 
not, however, Noah’s sin which is most noteworthy in this episode, but his 
youngest son Ham who spies upon his father’s nakedness and reports it 
to his brothers who choose to shield their father and protect his dignity.  

1.  Are you surprised that Noah was a sinner?  Why or why not?  (Romans 
3:23) What does the fact that Noah was a sinner suggest about God’s plan 
and His grace?  Does God use perfect people? (Hebrews 5:1-3)   How does 
this speak to God’s faithfulness to us and His purposes?   Why do you 
believe Scripture does not sugarcoat sharing the sins of even the most 
significant figures? 
   
2.  What was Ham’s sin against His father?  (Genesis 9:22, Leviticus 18:6-
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18) Why was this sin disturbing?  What limits did it violate?   How did his 
Shem and Japheth demonstrate the wickedness of Ham’s sin? (Genesis 
9:22-24) Why was it enough for Shem and Japheth to make the situation 
correct rather than condemn Ham?  Which action is better?   What can we 
learn from this?  (Matthew 7:1-5)  

3.  Why does God give us limits to observe and laws to live by?   What are 
some of the limits and laws?  (Exodus 20: 1-17) How did Jesus summarize 
this law? (Mark 12:28-34) Where else does Genesis discuss covering up 
nakedness?  (Genesis 3:7)  Why do you think the Bible emphasizes keep-
ing our nakedness covered?  Why is it important to not make ourselves 
emotionally, spiritually, and physically vulnerable within limits?  What 
happens when we don’t?

4.  What were the consequences of Ham’s sin for him those who came 
after him? (Genesis 9:25)  How does not living according to God’s good 
limits and His law impact people far beyond ourselves? (Exodus 34:6-7)   
How is living according to God’s limits and laws one way we can not only 
love God but love our neighbor as ourselves?
 
NEXT STEPS
Ask the Holy Spirit to show you a way to show grace to another person 
who is caught up in sin.  Where others are seeking to point it out, shame, 
encourage them in sin or take advantage of their sin, ask God to give you 
an opportunity to forgive and help them live differently. Share this with 
your small group. 




