


“SAMSON”
Sermon Series

Few characters in God’s Word as complex as Samson—he was called into 
existence by God Himself and given an amazing purpose, to save God’s 
people from their wicked overlords.  Samson was given an amazing gift 
of strength and power and he used it often.  But Samson was also petty, 
self-interested and captive to his lusts.  Eventually Samson’s weaknesses 
cost him dearly yet God’s purposes remained.  Samson fulfilled his pur-
pose at great personal cost.  There is much we can learn from Samson’s 
story not only about ourselves but more importantly God’s faithfulness 
and love for us!  

Join Lead Pastor Eric Laverentz at First Presbyterian Church of Edmond to 
hear this powerful message about the reality of our sin and the greater 
reality of God’s grace, forgiveness and unwavering purpose for our lives. 

September 11                    Set Aside by God                                                              
Judges 13:1-7
 
September 18                Filled with the Spirit                                                       
 Judges   14:1-7
 
September 25                   What if Captives Don’t Want     
Judges   15:9-13               Freedom?
 
October 2                         Betrayed by our Loves                                                    
Judges   16:18-22
 
October 9                        Resurrected Purpose                                                      
Judges 16:28-31



core practices

CORE PRACTICES

GATHER

SHARE who you are

CARE for one another

1

2

GROW

READ and PRACTICE scripture

PRAY together

3

4

GO

INVEST in people

SERVE community

CREATE and SEND leaders

5

6

7



And the people of Israel again did what was evil in the sight of the LORD, so 
the LORD gave them into the hand of the Philistines for forty years. There 
was a certain man of Zorah, of the tribe of the Danites, whose name was 
Manoah. And his wife was barren and had no children. And the angel of the 
LORD appeared to the woman and said to her, “Behold, you are barren and 
have not borne children, but you shall conceive and bear a son. Therefore be 
careful and drink no wine or strong drink, and eat nothing unclean, for be-
hold, you shall conceive and bear a son. No razor shall come upon his head, 
for the child shall be a Nazirite to God from the womb, and he shall begin to 
save Israel from the hand of the Philistines.”  
           Judges 13:1-5

The Angel of the Lord appeared to God’s people amid a crisis.  His people 
had fallen into sin, broken their covenant with him. God disciplined His 
people by allowing them to fall into the hands of their enemies.  But God 
also provided for the deliverance through miraculous means— a child 
set aside from birth who would save Israel from their enemies. This child 
would be someone known as a Nazirite, meaning someone set aside for 
a particular way of life, a higher standard.  The child’s name was Samson 
and the Spirit of the Lord was present in him and begin to stir when he 
became a young man.  

1. Has the Lord given your life a mission?  What is it? Have you ever thought 
about it?  Why or why not?  How is the mission the Lord gave Samson a re-
sponse to the needs of His people?  (Judges 13:5)   Do you find it odd that 
God would allow His people to be given into the hands of the Philistines 
and at the same time provide for their freedom?  Why or why not?  What 
is this called? (Hebrews 12:7-11) Has God ever disciplined you?  Why is 
discipline a loving act?

2. Who appeared to Manoah and his wife to tell them about the coming 
birth of their son and his mission?  (Judges 13:3) Who is the Angel of the 
Lord and how do we know that He is God?  (Judges 13:17-20) Would it 
be legitimate to worship and make sacrifices to anyone other than God?  
An Old Testament appearance of God on earth is called a theophany.  Can 
you name any other theophanies in the Old Testament?  (Joshua 5:13-15)  

Week 1- Set Aside By God



What does God’s appearance suggest about the importance of Samson’s 
mission?

3.  Why do you think God appeared to Manoah’s unnamed wife before 
He appeared to Manoah? (Judges 13:3-6) Why do you think the Lord an-
swered Manoah’s prayer to appear again to him? (Jeremiah 33:3) What 
did the Angel of the Lord command about their son’s practice of being a 
Nazirite? (Judges 13:13-14)  How is this similar to how God commands 
all His people to live?  Are there ways that God calls us to live differently?  
How?  (Romans 12:2) 

4. What do we learn about Samson in this passage and his mission?  How 
does the Lord begin to empower Him in his mission? (Judges 13:24-25)   
Does the Holy Spirit do the same thing for us? How? (2 Corinthians 3:4-6, 
John 14:15-17) 

NEXT STEPS
Ask the Holy Spirit to search your heart and reveal to you a deep need in 
this world.  Ask if God is calling you to address this need in your mission.  
Share the answer to these prayers with your micro-group or small group. 



Samson went down to Timnah, and at Timnah he saw one of the daugh-
ters of the Philistines.  Then he came up and told his father and mother, “I 
saw one of the daughters of the Philistines at Timnah. Now get her for me 
as my wife.” But his father and mother said to him, “Is there not a woman 
among the daughters of your relatives, or among all our people, that you 
must go to take a wife from the uncircumcised Philistines?” But Samson said 
to his father, “Get her for me, for she is right in my eyes.” His father and mother 
did not know that it was from the LORD, for he was seeking an opportuni-
ty against the Philistines. At that time the Philistines ruled over Israel. Then 
Samson went down with his father and mother to Timnah, and they came to 
the vineyards of Timnah. And behold, a young lion came toward him roaring.  
Then the Spirit of the LORD rushed upon him, and although he had nothing 
in his hand, he tore the lion in pieces as one tears a young goat. But he did 
not tell his father or his mother what he had done. Then he went down and 
talked with the woman, and she was right in Samson’s eyes. 
 
        Judges 14:1-7

The beginning of Samson’s self-imposed misadventures in being the 
Lord’s instrument begin almost immediately in his adult life. Samson’s 
mission to save God’s people from the Philistines begins in the most un-
likely of ways, pursuing a Philistine woman to be his wife.  This act, which 
was outside of God’s law, leads him into conflict with the Philistines.  The 
Lord, in His sovereignty, uses another unorthodox act of Samson’s to help 
him best the Philistines.  The eternal nature of God’s call is on full display. 

1. Is there something you have ever wanted that fell outside of God’s best 
plan for your life?  How did you handle it? Did you ever pursue anything 
without asking the Lord’s will?  What happened? Does God like to give His 
children good gifts?  (Matthew 7:11) 

2. What is Samson’s rationale for taking the Philistine woman as his wife? 
(Judges 14:3) Do you see an echo of any other rationales recounted in 
Judges? (Judges 21:25) What does the Bible teach about doing what is 
‘right in our own eyes.’ (Proverbs 12:15) Does God use Samson’s baser 
instincts?  How? (Judges 14:4) Does this show God’s leniency toward our 

Week 2- Filled with the Spirit



sin or God’s sovereignty over our sin?  Can God redeem sinful deeds even 
though the sinner remains responsible?  (James 1:13-15)
 
3. Who empowered Samson to tear apart the lion who rushed him and 
his family?  (Judges 14:5-6)  Are you surprised that the Holy Spirit would 
give Samson strength rather than the more usual fruits of the Spirit we 
hear about? (Galatians 5:22-23) Should we be surprised that the Holy 
Spirit would give us strength in the face of danger?  What does Samson 
find in the lion’s dead carcass later?  (Judges 14:8-9) Why do you think 
Samson did not share with his parents where he gathered the honey?  
(Leviticus 11:27-28). How does God redeem this transgression of Sam-
son?  (Judges 14:11-20)

4. What is the conflict between Samson and the Philistines?  (Judges 
14:11-20)  How does this conflict end in line with God’s mission for Sam-
son?  Does Samson invite the conflict with the Philistines out of arrogance 
and disdain for the Philistines or because he is faithful to God’s mission 
for his life?  Do you think it matters?  Can you think of any other figures in 
Scripture who God uses despite their faithlessness? Although this doesn’t 
excuse our faithlessness, how is this a great statement of God’s faithful-
ness to us? (Psalm 138:8) Have you ever seen this in your life? How does 
if feel when God works in spite of us?

NEXT STEPS
As you think about God’s mission for your life, consider if there is any 
place negated God’s work because of past sin or shortcomings.  Ask the 
Holy Spirit to show you how God may redeem that sin and use it for His 
glory.  Share your prayers with your group.  



Then the Philistines came up and encamped in Judah and made a raid on 
Lehi.  And the men of Judah said, “Why have you come up against us?” They 
said, “We have come up to bind Samson, to do to him as he did to us.” Then 
3,000 men of Judah went down to the cleft of the rock of Etam, and said to 
Samson, “Do you not know that the Philistines are rulers over us? What then 
is this that you have done to us?” And he said to them, “As they did to me, so 
have I done to them.”  And they said to him, “We have come down to bind 
you, that we may give you into the hands of the Philistines.” And Samson said 
to them, “Swear to me that you will not attack me yourselves.” They said to 
him, “No; we will only bind you and give you into their hands. We will surely 
not kill you.” So they bound him with two new ropes and brought him up 
from the rock.
                       Judges 15:9-13

Chapter 15 is the highpoint of Samson’s confrontation with and domi-
nance of the Philistines. Once again Samson’s unorthodox marriage to 
a Philistine woman is the flashpoint.  Samson’s wrath and appetite for 
destruction plays a role as well—not without collateral damage.   Despite 
Samson’s dominance of the Philistines and the call the Lord placed on 
his life, his fellow countrymen are reluctant to follow him into conflict 
with their overlords.  They would rather live in the safety of bondage than 
be free people.  Nevertheless, Samson perseveres in his war against the 
Philistines and wins his greatest victory.  Despite his moral failings, God 
continues to provide for Samson—in great and small ways. 

1. Can you name a sin with which you struggle?  How has that sin caused 
pain in your life and even the lives of others?  What do you see as Sam-
son’s great sin(s)?  (Judges 14:19, Judges 15:1, Judges 15:3)  Does God 
work in spite of Samson’s sin? Does He work in spite of our sin and sins 
against us? (Romans 8:28-31) What did Samson’s sinful thoughts and 
practices cost himself and others in this case? (Judges 15:4-6)  

2. What did Samson do in response to his father-in-law giving his wife 
to his companion? (Judges 15:3-5) Why did Samson feel ‘innocent’ in 

Week 3- What if Captives Don’t       
Want Freedom?



this act?  Do you agree? How did the Philistines response to Samson’s 
act show their harsh, unforgiving character? How did Samson retaliate?  
(Judges 15:7-8) Did Samson show any remorse for the murder of his fa-
ther-in-law and wife? (Judges 15:7-8)  Do you believe that is why Samson 
said he would ‘quit’?  Is there anything we need to quit for our good and 
the Kingdom’s?  What is preventing that?

3. Why do you think God’s people tried to convince Samson to give him-
self over to the Philistines? (Judges 15:11-13)  Why is it so hard for people 
who have lived in bondage to be free?  Is there any place you are in bond-
age?  Do you want the Lord to set you free or not?  Does God care about 
our freedom?  (Luke 4:18-19)  How does Jesus set us free? (2 Corinthians 
3:17-18)

4. Who empowered Samson to defeat the Philistines just as he was em-
powered to defeat the lion in chapter 14? (Judges 15:14)  What was the 
first thing the Holy Spirit empowered Samson to do? Why is it important 
He first set Samson free?  Name two things that God provided for Samson 
in his victory, both before and after the battle? (Judges 15:15, Judges 
15:18-19)  What does this verse promise about God’s victories in our life?  
(1 Samuel 17:47) What battle do you need the Lord to fight for you? 

NEXT STEPS
As you think about God’s mission for your life, consider if there is any 
place you have shied away because the battle seems too great. Ask the 
Holy Spirit to fight the battle for you and tell your small group or mi-
cro-group about your prayer. 



When Delilah saw that he had told her all his heart, she sent and called the 
lords of the Philistines, saying, “Come up again, for he has told me all his 
heart.” Then the lords of the Philistines came up to her and brought the mon-
ey in their hands. She made him sleep on her knees. And she called a man 
and had him shave off the seven locks of his head. Then she began to tor-
ment him, and his strength left him. And she said, “The Philistines are upon 
you, Samson!” And he awoke from his sleep and said, “I will go out as at oth-
er times and shake myself free.” But he did not know that the LORD had left 
him. And the Philistines seized him and gouged out his eyes and brought him 
down to Gaza and bound him with bronze shackles. And he ground at the 
mill in the prison. But the hair of his head began to grow again after it had 
been shaved. 
                   Judges 16:18-22

Samson’s appetites, arrogance and poor choices finally catch up with 
him.  Samson fell in love with a Philistine woman named Delilah and the 
Philistines, whom Samson had bested at every turn, paid her 1100 pieces 
of silver each to betray him by learning the secret of his strength.  After 
Samson lied to her continually about the source of his strength, Delilah 
guilted him into sharing his secret.  As he slept on her knees, a barber cut 
his hair and as he awoke with his great strength drained, the Philistines 
pounced, binding him in shackles and gouging out his eyes.  They then 
put Samson in prison chained to a grist mill.  But this part of Samson’s 
story ends with a thread of hope—Samson’s hair began to grow again. 

1. Do your appetites ever get the better of you?  How did Samson’s sin-
ful appetites lead to his final confrontation with the Philistines? (Judges 
16:1-4) Why would seeing a Philistine prostitute have been particularly 
bad for Samson?  Why do you think Samson kept tempting the Philistines 
into confrontation?  Did God redeem even this sinful act?  What happens 
when we let our desires control us? (James 1:14-15) 

2. Why do you think the Philistines kept trying to trap Samson using 
women? What did they see about Samson? (Judges 16:4-5) How does 

Week 4- Betrayed By Our 
Loves



the Enemy exploit our weaknesses to destroy us? (Genesis 4:6-7) Is there 
a weakness in your life the Enemy has used to harm you?  

3. Why is Delilah’s betrayal of Samson especially sad? (Judges 16:4)  How 
is Delilah dominated by her appetites just like Samson?  Why is this iron-
ic and terribly truthful for Samson? (Matthew 26:52)  What does living 
by our appetites and desires cost us?  (Genesis 25:29-34)  What similar-
ities do you see between Esau and Samson?  Why do you suppose God 
worked through Samson but not Esau? (Romans 9:13-18)

4. Why did Samson tell Delilah the secret of his strength?  Does this re-
mind you of any parables of Jesus? (Luke 18:1-8, Judges 16:16) Why is it 
so important to guard what we give our heart to? (Proverbs 4:23)  What 
did Jesus teach about how our hearts direct our lives? (Luke 6:43-45)  
How do you think Samson felt, what did he suddenly realize, when he 
woke up and found his strength gone? How does this part of the story 
end with a note of hope? (Judges 16:22) 

NEXT STEPS
As you think about God’s mission for your life, consider if there is any 
place you have allowed your heart to stray into love for something that 
comes between you and Jesus.  Ask the Holy Spirit to show you what this 
love is and how it is comprising your God-given call.  



Then Samson called to the LORD and said, “O Lord GOD, please remember me 
and please strengthen me only this once, O God, that I may be avenged on 
the Philistines for my two eyes.” And Samson grasped the two middle pillars 
on which the house rested, and he leaned his weight against them, his right 
hand on the one and his left hand on the other. And Samson said, “Let me die 
with the Philistines.” Then he bowed with all his strength, and the house fell 
upon the lords and upon all the people who were in it. So the dead whom he 
killed at his death were more than those whom he had killed during his life. 
Then his brothers and all his family came down and took him and brought 
him up and buried him between Zorah and Eshtaol in the tomb of Manoah 
his father. He had judged Israel twenty years.
                     Judges 16:28-31

Samson was humbled.  His life began with a call by God Himself to be 
set apart as an instrument   of God to set his people free from the Philis-
tines.  But Samson did not live according to God’s law.  He broke it at ev-
ery turn and was dominated by his appetites and lusts.  Finally, Samson’s 
sin caught up with him when Delilah broke his trust and gave him over to 
the Philistines who captured, tortured and shackled Samson.  It seemed 
that Samson had squandered God’s call on his life.  But the Lord’s purpos-
es are eternal and Samson’s greatest victory was yet to come. 

1. Have you ever made a cataclysmic mistake?  Did them mistake cause 
you to think that God had abandoned you or that His purposes in your 
life?  How do we know this is not the case? (Psalm 33:11, Psalm 19:9, 
Romans 8:28)  How do you see God at work in Samson’s life despite his 
faults?

2. How does the Philistine’s pride lead to their downfall?  (Judges 16:23-
25) What similarities do you see between Samson’s downfall because of 
pride and the Philistines’ downfall?  What is the great difference?  Why 
do you think that difference exists?  Compare this episode with another 
famous episode where the Lord humiliated the Philistine god Dagon in 
his own temple?  (1 Samuel 5:1-5) 

3. What does Samson finally do right?  (Judges 16:28)  Why do you think 
Samson finally got this point of humility?  Have you ever been humbled to 

Week 5- Resurrected Purpose



the point that you cry out for God because you have no other hope left?  
What does the Word promise when we cry out for God? (Psalm 34:17-18)   
Do you think Samson was righteous at this point?  Why or why not?  

4. What similarities do you see between Samson’s death in Dagon’s tem-
ple and Jesus’ death on the cross?  (Judges 16:30-31) What are the differ-
ences? Is Samson motivated by love or wrath? Where else do you see God 
working out His purposes through His wrath? (Genesis 19:23-29) What 
does the Bible promise about those who give up their life for others? (Ro-
mans 5:6-8) 

5.  What was the God-given purpose for Samson’s life? (Judges 13:5)   How 
did this play out in the end?  Are you astonished that God still worked His 
purposes through a very flawed man like Samson?  Why should we not 
be?  Why does God only work through flawed figures?  (with one excep-
tion!)

NEXT STEPS
Ask the Holy Spirit if there is a purpose in your life that needs to be resur-
rected?  Share this purpose with your small group and be mindful of the 
reason you have given up on it.  Ask the Holy Spirit, if it is the Lord’s will, 
to overcome that reason. 



EXTRA NOTES





Samson’s Revenge and Death by Julius Schnorr von Carolsfeld

Samson Slays a Thousand Philistines with the Jawbone of a 
[Donkey] by Julius Schnorr von Carolsfeld


