
12th Weekend after Pentecost 
August 15-16, 2026 

Holy Communion 
 

The Prelude is a signal to end our conversation and prepare our 
hearts for worship. 
 
PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS AND  
(u) 
PASSING OF PEACE 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP    “SURELY THE PRESENCE” 

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place. 
I can feel His mighty power and His grace_. 
I can hear the brush of angels’ wings. 
I see glory on each face. 
Surely the pre - sence of the Lord is in this place. 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose compassion 

endures forever. 
C Amen. 
P Let us confess our sin to God. Compassionate God, 
C we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we 

cannot free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us to 
dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 

P Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are 
carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” In the 
name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are 
forgiven. Rest in God’s love. 

C Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN   “When Morning Gilds the Skies” 
 
1 When morning gilds the skies_,/my heart awaking cries:/ 
 may Jesus Christ be praised! 
 *When evening shadows fall,/this rings my curfew call:/ 
 may Jesus Christ be praised! 
 
3 No lovelier antiphon_/in all high heav'n is known/ 
 than "Jesus Christ be praised!" 
 *There to the‿eternal Word/the‿eternal psalm is heard:/ 
 oh, Jesus Christ be praised! 
 
4 Let all of humankind_/in this their concord find:/ 
 may Jesus Christ be praised! 
 *Let all the earth around/ring joyous with the sound:/ 
 may Jesus Christ be praised! 
 
GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
ANTHEM (SOUTH CAMPUS ONLY) 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray together. 
C God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those 

who call upon you. Teach us as disciples of your Son to love 
the world with compassion and constancy, that your name 
may be known throughout the earth, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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KYRIE/ CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
Have mercy on us, Lord, and hear our solemn prayer.  
We come to hear your living word; it saves us from despair.  
Have mercy on us, Lord; make sin and shame depart.  
Renew us with your saving pow’r; create in us new hearts!  
 
Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth.  
Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth: 
We exalt you, we a – dore you, 
we lift_ high our thanks and praise. 
Saints and angels bow before you; 
here on earth our songs we raise. 
 

(d)  
LESSON OF THE DAY    Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32  

The lesson begins:  

I ask then: Did God reject his people? By no means! I am an Israelite 
myself, a descendant of Abraham, from the tribe of Benjamin. God did not 
reject his people, whom he foreknew. Don’t you know what Scripture says 
in the passage about Elijah—how he appealed to God against Israel:   

for God’s gifts and his call are irrevocable. Just as you who were at one 
time disobedient to God have now received mercy as a result of their 
disobedience, so they too have now become disobedient in order that 
they too may now receive mercy as a result of God’s mercy to you. For 
God has bound everyone over to disobedience so that he may have mercy 
on them all.  

P The Word of the Lord.   
C  Thanks be to God. 
 
(u) 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

Alleluia!  Lord and Savior:  open_ now your saving word.  
Let it burn like fire within us;  
speak un - til our hearts are stirred.  
Alleluia!  Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.  
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GOSPEL      Matthew 15:21-28  
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifteenth 

chapter. 
C  Glory to You, O Lord. 
Leaving that place, Jesus withdrew to the region of Tyre and Sidon. A 
Canaanite woman from that vicinity came to him, crying out, “Lord, Son of 
David, have mercy on me! My daughter is demon-possessed and suffering 
terribly.” Jesus did not answer a word. So his disciples came to him and 
urged him, “Send her away, for she keeps crying out after us.” He 
answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel.” The woman came 
and knelt before him. “Lord, help me!” she said. He replied, “It is not right 
to take the children’s bread and toss it to the dogs.” “Yes it is, Lord,” she 
said. “Even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their master’s table.” 
Then Jesus said to her, “Woman, you have great faith! Your request is 
granted.” And her daughter was healed at that moment. 
P The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
(d) 
SERMON 
 
(u)  
SERMON RESPONSE  

We will build our lives upon God’s love. 
It is a firm foundation and we will put our trust in Him 
Alone and we will not be shaken_. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED  
P  Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, and born 
of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell.  On 
the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to 
judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the 
holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting.  Amen. 
 

(d) 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the 

church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
P Oh Lord, we pray for believers around the world who stream 

to your holy mountain, that all be united in faith and 
harmony in the body of Christ. Let your church on earth be a 
witness to the beloved community of your heavenly 
kingdom. Lord in your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer 
P God, we thank you for your wondrous creation, that it 

thrives and flourishes as you intend. Raise up wise stewards 
to defend the natural world against carelessness and 
destruction. Safeguard endangered species and their 
habitats. Lord in your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer 
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P Gracious God, we ask your guidance for the nations of the 
world and all in authority, that they heed the cry of the 
outcast and ensure care for the most vulnerable. Give 
wisdom to leaders of countries, congregations, and 
communities, that they lead and serve justly. Lord in your 
mercy, 

C Hear our prayer 
P We pray for all who are lonely or struggling with chronic 

pain, that they find comfort, community, and hope. Send 
relief to all who struggle with illness or grief 
(especially…) Lord in your mercy,  

C Hear our prayer 
P Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have 

promised. All this we ask in the name of your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
THE OFFERING 
 
(u)  
THE OFFERTORY	 “PRAISE TO YOU, O GOD OF MERCY”  

Praise to you, O God of mercy; thanks be to you forever! 
Raising high the weak and lowly; thanks be to you forever!  

 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  
P   The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P   Lift up your hearts. 
C  We lift them to the Lord. 
P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C   It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
P It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and 

everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, creator 
of heaven and earth. You formed us in your image and 
breathed into us the breath of life. When we turned away, 
and our love failed, your love remained steadfast. You 
delivered us from captivity, made covenant to be our 
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sovereign God, and spoke to us through the prophets. And 
so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven  
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  

 
SANCTUS 

Holy Holy Holy Holy, Lord, God of pow’r and might_,  
Heav’n and earth are full of Your glory,   
Hosannah_ in the highest.   
Bless’d is He who comes in Your name_,  
Hosannah_ in the highest!    

 

P Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. Your 
Spirit anointed him to preach good news to the poor,  
to proclaim release to the captives and recovering of sight to 
the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, and to 
announce that the time had come when you would save your 
people. He healed the sick, fed the hungry, and ate with 
sinners. By the baptism of his suffering, death, and 
resurrection you gave birth to your Church, delivered us 
from slavery to sin and death, and made with us a new 
covenant by water and the Spirit. When the Lord Jesus 
ascended, he promised to be with us always, in the power of 
your Word and Holy Spirit.  

 
On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took 
bread, gave thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to his 
disciples, and said: "Take, eat; this is my body which is given 
for you. Do this in remembrance of me." 

 
When the supper was over, he took the cup, gave thanks to 
you, gave it to his disciples, and said: "Drink from this, all of 
you; this is my blood of the new covenant, poured out for 
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as 
often as you drink it, in remembrance of me."  
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And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus 
Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a 
holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for 
us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith.  

C Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 
P Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these 

gifts of bread and wine. Make them be for us the body and 
blood of Christ, that we may be for the world the body of 
Christ, redeemed by his blood. By your Spirit make us one 
with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all 
the world, until Christ comes in final victory and we feast at 
his heavenly banquet. Through your Son Jesus Christ, with 
the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, all honor and glory is 
yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 

C  Amen. 
 
THE LORD'S PRAYER 
P As a community, let us pray in the way our Lord Jesus has 

taught us: (SPOKEN) 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 
and ever.  Amen.  

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast! 
 
(d)  
THE COMMUNION is given and received. 
(w/ ANTHEM at ALL CAMPUSES, & OPTIONAL HYMN INCLUDED) 
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(u)  
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
P  Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our 

hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen 
us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love 
freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name 
of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
THE BENEDICTION 
 
SENDING HYMN    “This Little Light of Mine” 
 
1 This little light of mine,(/)I'm gonna let it shine/ 
 this little light of mine,(/)I'm gonna let it shine/ 
 this little light of mine,(/)I'm gonna let it shine 
  
Ref. let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
 
2 Ev'rywhere I go,(/)I'm gonna let it shine/ 
 ev'rywhere I go,(/)I'm gonna let it shine/ 
 ev'rywhere I go,(/)I'm gonna let it shine (Refrain) 
 
3 Jesus gave it to me,(/)I'm gonna let it shine/ 
 Jesus gave it to me,(/)I'm gonna let it shine/ 
 Jesus gave it to me,(/)I'm gonna let it shine (Refrain) 
 
DISMISSAL 
A Let us go forth, to know Christ and to make Christ known, 
C  Caring for one another and serving our community.  
 
POSTLUDE 



 


