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Key Verse: Genesis 24:1
“Now Abraham was old, advanced in years, and the Lord had blessed Abraham in all things.”

The Reflection:
When I looked at this verse, I took the liberty to paraphrase it for my own life:
“Now I am old, advanced in years, and the Lord has blessed me in all things.”

Blessed — in all things. What does that really mean?

Abraham’s life was not perfect. He experienced famine, fear, mistakes, and family conflict. Yet Scripture tells us he was blessed in all things. That phrase invites me to pause and reflect on my own life — not just on the easy chapters, but on the whole story.

I keep a gratitude journal. A magnet on my refrigerator boldly declares “GRATITUDE,” greeting me each day as a reminder to thank God for the many ways He has blessed me. Friends often tell me how blessed my life has been, and I humbly take their words to heart.

I was brought up in the church, believing in an ever-loving Father. The Lord guided me in choices — and sometimes chose for me when I could not see clearly. He lent me the best parents. He led me to the best spouse. He blessed me with three loving children, wonderful sons- and daughter-in-law, nine grandchildren, and three great-grandchildren. I will always be thankful that He led me into the nursing profession — that history is a God story for another day.

Can I see God’s hand even in the challenges? Absolutely.

After marriage, job transfers took us through five long-distance moves. With three small children, we uprooted the life we had carefully built each time — especially our church homes. Was it easy? No. Did I see it as challenging? You bet. Yet even then, God was leading us.

Eventually, He brought us to Ohio, where we have remained for 45 years. It was there we truly built our lives. Our children grew up, met their spouses, and gave us our grandchildren and great-grandchildren. The Lord led us to a church home where we celebrated three marriages, witnessed nine grandchildren baptized, stood proudly at confirmations, and said one final earthly goodbye at a funeral.
Through it all, we were shepherded by faithful pastors — Pastor Dave, Pastor Chuck, Pastor Bob and Pastor Kathy — reminders that God provides leaders for each season. Gratitude enters again. 

As I grow older, gratitude grows clearer. Time has sharpened my vision. I am thankful for the years the Lord gave me with my husband before He called him Home sooner than I would have chosen. Even in loss, I see blessing — the gift of having loved deeply.

Now, in what may be the final chapter of my life, I am grateful that the Lord continues to bless me with the physical, mental, and spiritual strength to remain active. I see more clearly than ever that “blessed in all things” does not mean a life without sorrow. It means a life held securely in the hands of a faithful God.

And when I look back over the years, I can truly say: The Lord has blessed me in all things.

The Prayer:
Gracious God, 
Thank You for the years You have given me and for Your faithfulness in every season. Thank You for the blessings I recognized and for those I only understand now in hindsight. Teach me to continue living with a grateful heart. Help me to trust You with the days that remain, just as You have so faithfully guided the days behind me. May my life reflect Your goodness, and may gratitude always rise above regret.
In Jesus’ name,
Amen
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