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As a congregation of The United Methodist Church (UMC), there has been much 
conversation and sometimes confusion at Stewartstown United Methodist Church 
(SUMC) around the UMC’s position regarding LGBTQ clergy, same sex marriage, and 
specifically when an individual church wishes to leave the denomination. There is much 
information, both accurate and inaccurate, circulating regarding this topic. At SUMC we 
have worked to be transparent about this topic, providing forums for discussion and 
connections to information provided by the United Methodist Church. This is one 
additional vehicle to provide information to you, including how to seek further 
information for yourself. 

As members of Church Council, we have had thoughtful conversations and spent time 
in prayer discerning what SUMC’s next steps may and should be. We have aligned that 
no vote is needed by SUMC (none is required by the UMC) regarding the LGBTQ topic. 

We also understand that as individuals we may not all agree on this issue, as we may 
not all agree on many other issues. What we do agree on is that God has a plan for 
SUMC and is working through each of us to accomplish His plan. We believe He is 
calling us to remain Stewartstown United Methodist Church. We are choosing to remain 
focused on God and focused on our togetherness! 

Each of you may have questions today and in the future about this topic. The following 
is a list of more common questions that we have heard and answers that we hope will 
be helpful to you. Additionally, Tyler Madden as Church Council Chair and Pastor Keith 
are available for further discussion.  

You can reach Tyler via email at: council@stewartstownumc.org 

 

Please find helpful information, links and FAQs on the following pages.  

 

Thank you,  

The SUMC Church Council  

 

 

 

mailto:council@stewartstownumc.org
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Frequently Asked Questions: 
I have heard that there are other congregations withdrawing from The United 
Methodist Church, why is this happening? 

In 2019, a special session of General Conference met specifically to address differences about 
ministry with and by LGBTQ persons, especially around ordination of LGBTQ clergy and same 
sex marriages. The result of the 2019 General Conference session was to continue with the 
current restrictive language about ministry with and by LGBTQ persons and add paragraph 
2553 to the book of Discipline which allows congregations to disaffiliate from the United 
Methodist Church. 

Why now? 

Paragraph 2553 will expire December 31, 2023. It allows congregations to leave if they pay all 
unpaid apportionments plus an additional 12 months, pays unfunded pension liabilities, pays 
one percent of the value of all church property, and other costs detailed in a disaffiliation plan on 
the guidance of the District Superintendent. 

If a congregation wishes to consider disaffiliation it contacts the District Superintendent and 
begins a process of discernment. That process could lead to a decision to take a vote to 
disaffiliate which must be passed by a 2/3 vote of the church members. That vote must then be 
ratified by the special Annual Conference, which takes place May 17, 2023. In order to be 
considered the vote and all paperwork need to be submitted by March 31, 2023. All of this must 
take place before paragraph 2553 expires December 31, 2023. 

Will the path to disaffiliation end then? 

No. There are other paragraphs that allow for disaffiliation. There is also consideration being 
given to extend some of the property and financial aspects of paragraph 2553. 

Will churches be required to vote on disaffiliation? 

No. Unless a congregation decides to explore disaffiliation, congregations remain United 
Methodist. There is no need for a vote to stay or leave. 

What is happening at Stewartstown United Methodist Church? 

After much prayer, conversations with church members, and discussion, the Church Council 
has decided there is nothing for SUMC to do at this time or perhaps ever. Although members 
may not agree on LGBTQ issues the large majority are willing to be part of a church where 
people may disagree and still be one in spirit and ministry. 

I have heard that churches that remain United Methodist will be required to 
accept LGBTQ pastors, allow same-sex marriages in the church that their pastors 
will be forced to perform, if changes to the book of discipline are made in 2024. 

All of that is untrue. There is a great deal of misinformation being spread on this topic. Local 
churches will not be forced to accept unwanted changes in this manner. Instead, it is the work of 
the SPRC, District Superintendent and the bishop to align clergy and congregations according 



to matches in their beliefs. This has always been the case, and is applicable to many issues and 
values, not just the topic of human sexuality.  

Other Helpful Information:  
Susquehanna Conference Home – Including information on the benefits of 
togetherness 

https://susumc.org/stay-susumc/ 

 

More detailed Frequently Asked Questions:  

(Please note: this is a 10 part series with multiple sections available for your review) 

https://www.umc.org/en/content/ask-the-umc-series-is-the-umc-really 

 

More detailed information regarding the church’s position on homosexuality and 
the upcoming general conference schedule:  

https://www.umc.org/en/content/ask-the-umc-what-is-the-churchs-position-on-
homosexuality 

 

More detailed information regarding the disaffiliation process: 

https://www.umc.org/en/content/ask-the-umc-what-should-united-methodist-
congregations-know-about-disaffiliation 

 

I have more questions, who do I ask? 
For more information on this topic, we encourage you to reach out to the following 
people. We are very happy to assist you in any way possible.  

 

- Tyler Madden (Church Council Chair) 
o council@stewartstownumc.org 
o Available for face to face discussions as well 

 
- Keith Braucher (Lead Pastor) 

o kbraucher@stewartstownumc.org 
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