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Greetings from the Vatrans,

“MERRY CHRISTMAS” AND A BLESSED NEW YEAR!!!

By God’s grace we are back to the States after five and a-half years on the field. It is wonderful to be back, it

feels so good to be home. Due to the pandemic, the Ukrainian war, and the refugee crisis, we had to delay our

return to the States a few times. There is a special feeling when you step on American soil especially after

being out of the country for a few long years. You kind of want to shout and sing out loud so everybody can

hear: “God bless America, the land of the free...” We sincerely say this, because the Bible clearly instructs us

to: “Bless the Lord, o my soul; and all that is within me, bless His holy Name….and forget none of His benefits

(blessings)”. Psalm 103:1, 2. We are grateful, for we know that America has been a real blessing for us

throughout the years and for many others across the world.

The departure from the mission field was much harder this time than before. Ministry-wise this has been one

of the busiest years we’ve had in a while. As we look at the present world events, we are reminded that the

Lord’s return is nearing. Looking at the political, economic, social, and moral changes and crises this world has

been going through lately, we realize that we are indeed experiencing some kind of paradox. Some of these

present events have brought about undesirable and negative influences and consequences. Yet, the positive

side is that by God’s grace, in spite of all this, the ministry has been flourishing. More than before, people are

searching for God and are very sensitive spiritually, so many people open to hear the Gospel and willing to

accept Jesus as Lord and Savior. There are so many opened doors, so many needs and ministry opportunities

to serve. So far, this year alone, 36 people have come forward publicly expressing their desire to accept Jesus

Christ as their Lord and Savior. These things and more, made it very difficult for us to leave the mission field.

After all the pandemic restrictions were lifted at the beginning of this year, believers, especially the young

generation, have been motivated and encouraged to make the most of the regained freedom (fearing that it

might not last). Evangelistic meetings, outdoor Christian concerts, youth outreach ministries, summer and

winter camps were and are all in full blown mode. The theological seminary has also returned to its normal in-

person teaching. In November John taught his first semester seminary classes. The Lord has given us the grace

to be directly involved in all of these ministries, and we have experienced His presence, His power, and

blessings.

Looking back at the ministry with the Ukrainian refugees, we realized once again that God placed us in the

right place at the right time to make a difference in the lives of people desperately in need of help. As we

previously shared with you, we have been meeting weekly with the Ukrainian families (between 30 to 50

people gathered at a time) at our camp and conference center since the war started. We had fellowship we

served them dinner, sang, and shared Scripture with them. Besides the humanitarian aid and assistance we

could offer, we were blessed with amazing opportunities to share God’s love, His grace, His forgiveness and



His plan of Salvation every week with people who freely came to hear God’s Word.We have come to love

these people. During our last meeting, knowing that we would be leaving for the States, they surprised us with

notes of thanks, poems written especially for us, and special gifts to express their gratitude and appreciation.

The situation in Ukraine is not getting any better at all this is the reason why the refugees continue to cross

the border into Romania a few thousands every month. Although we are far away, our desire is to stay in

touch with them and continue to help in any way we can. Before we left, we put together a plan and strategy

in order to be able to continue to help and be a blessing to them. We say thank you from the bottom of our

hearts because your financial contribution has been a blessing to many Ukrainian families

All these last five years on the mission field, we tried wholeheartedly to be faithful to our wonderful Lord and

Savior Jesus Christ. We truly believe that it was the Holy Spirit of God that opened your hearts to come

alongside us, to support us and help us do the Lord’s work. The apostle Paul personally declared: “I can do all

things through Christ who strengthens me.” Philippians 4:13. This was definitely true for the apostle Paul and

we know this is also true for us and for all of our financial and prayer supporters. We say this because we

believe that everything we were able to do and accomplish on the mission field were possible “through Christ,

who strengthened” you and us so we could together do His work.

By God’s grace, our plan is to be in the States for the next five months, till mid-April. During this time our

desire is to be able to meet with as many of you as possible, to express our gratitude and say thank you in

person for enabling us to stay on the field and serve our wonderful Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. We will

contact you and together plan a time when we can meet, most likely after the holidays.

In His amazing grace,

John and Estera
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