
Hello everyone, 

 

Fallelujah! The leaves are turning gold, orange, and red in our part of the country and I am 

excited about the cooler weather. 

I recently had the prompting that I should start a YouTube channel to help evangelize and reach 

people that need to hear the gospel. I am still working on what is best. My YouTube channel is 

called Evangelical Christian Discusses Religion.  I am hoping to reach out to anyone and 

everyone who needs to hear the gospel. If anybody has any good ideas or tips please let me 

know! 

 

Mormon and Bickertonites 

 

My friend Eric Johnson of Mormonism Research Ministry  just released a wonderful book 

called Introducing Christianity to Mormons: A Practical and Comparative Guide to What the 

Bible Teaches. It is a book that I highly recommend to help Christians talk to their Mormon 

friends and family.  

 

I recently with a few members of The Church of Jesus Christ (the Bickertonites) which is the 3rd 

largest Latter-Day Saint group, consisting of around nearly 25,000 members worldwide. I 

reviewed their 6th Article of Faith with them which says, “We believe these actions lead to 

salvation.” 

 

It then lists many requirements of actions that lead to salvation. I really honed in on the 

requirement that says, “Live righteously, remain faithful, and endure to the end of your life.”  

 

Underneath it, it gave several requirements on what is needed to be done to fulfill this.  

 

I then been told them that this is not the Gospel. I told them that the Gospel states that there is 

nothing we can do to earn our righteous lives. I then quoted 2 Corinthians 5:21 which says, “For 

God made Christ, who never sinned, to be the offering for our sin, so that we could be made right 

with God through Christ” (New Living Translation).  

 

Please pray that my new friends will see that there is nothing that we can do to live righteously, 

but righteousness comes from God alone. We then talked about some important historical issues.  

 

I asked them if Joseph Smith was a fallen prophet and he said that he became a fallen prophet in 

the1840s which is interesting because my other Bickertonite friend said it was around 1838-1839 

a few years ago. I asked him why there was an inconsistency between the Bickertonite’s on when 

he fell. He replied back that it was a question that he needed to think about.  

 

The successorship of the Bickertonites comes through Sidney Rigdon. We talked about whether 

Sidney Rigdon was a good tree of succession after Joseph Smith, knowing that Rigdon 

experienced a change of character after being tarred and feathered in 1832. 
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We discussed that Smith was a fallen prophet and I asked if their past, current or future prophets 

could also fall. They couple said yes. Since Joseph Smith did fall there is a very good chance that 

their other leaders could fall.  

 

If Smith did fall in the 1840s, this casts doubts on all his revelations prior to the 1840s such as 

Smith’s revelation about the three levels of heaven and his supposed translation of The Book of 

Abraham. Please pray that my friends will see that Joseph Smith was a false prophet not just a 

fallen prophet. 

 

Here is a good link from a Christian perspective giving an overview of their beliefs. 

 

Baha’i 

 

All of the Baha’is I talk to know that I am an Evangelical Christian. Since I was clear, they 

recommended that I read the Baha’i book Christianity Beyond the Crossroads the Son and The 

Father by Lameh Fananapazir. Bahai’s teach that Baha’u’llah is Christ Returned.  

 

This Baha’i book states that “Christ warned His followers not to distinguish 

themselves through titles” (Fananapazir, p.241).  

 

He goes on to quote Mathew 23:8-12 which is odd because he states that leaders should not go 

by title, yet all of his leaders use titles: 

 

“But you are not to be called rabbi (teacher), for you have one Teacher and you are all brothers. 

And do not call anyone (in the church) on earth father, for you have one Father, who is in 

heaven. And you must not be called masters (leaders), for you have one Master (Leader), the 

Christ. He who is greatest among you shall be your servant. Whoever exalts himself (with 

haughtiness and empty pride) shall be humbled (brought low), and whoever humbles himself 

(whoever has a modest opinion of himself and behaves accordingly) shall be raised to honour. 

(Amplified Bible, Classic Edition).  

 

What is so interesting about this statement from a faithful Baha’i is that all their leaders go by 

titles and not their real name. We have the Bab, Baha’u’llah, ʻAbdu'l-Bahá, and Shoghi Effendi 

(also known as The Guardian).  I was wondering if the author even read what he said here. 

 

I then became even more baffled about this translation because it says to call no one “Master” 

yet that is just another title for ʻAbdu'l-Bahá. I mentioned this to a member of the Baha’i Faith 

and have not received a response back.  

 

 

I think the only logical conclusion is that Baha’u’llah is not Christ Returned, but a man who did 

not tell the truth and should not be regarded as a truthful person, rather a person trying to lead 

people away from God. 

 

“Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, for 

many false prophets have gone out into the world” (1 John 4:1, ESV). 
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Why should anyone believe Baha’u’llah (supposedly Christ) who is disregarding his own law or 

any of the other manifestations in their religion? 

 

• Ḥusayn-ʻAlí is Baha’u’llah (a title meaning Glory of God) 

 

• Sayyed ʿAlí Muḥammad Shírází is The Bab (a title meaning the Gate) 

 

• ʻAbbás is ʻAbdu'l-Bahá (a title meaning Servant of Glory. He also went by the Master 

which the Bible forbids) 

 

• Shoghí Rabbání (a title of Shoghí Effendi and the title The Guardian) 

 

So, if Baha’u’llah who is supposedly the second coming of Christ is disobeying his own law, 

along with giving out titles to the head figures of the religion he started, where is the power of 

discernment from the Baha‘i leadership? The original quote from Fananapazir will be of great 

interest, and a great conversation starter when a Christian is talking to a member of the Baha’i 

Faith because the leaders of the Baha’i Faith are disobeying their own law. 

 

Confirmed Trips: 

The Parliament of the World's Religions August 2023, Chicago 

 

• Donate Here! 

 

• Prefer to write a check? Send a check with my name in the memo to: 

 

  Haven Ministries, PO Box 460366, Aurora, CO 80046-0366 

 

 **Haven Ministries is a 501(c) 3, and all donations are tax deductible** 

  

Love, 

Trevor 
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