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Bethel Sonrise Sermon Notes- Parenting Matters

Speaker: Pastor Preston 
Date: February 15, 2026  
Scriptures: Malachi 2, Deuteronomy 6, Proverbs 22, 1 Corinthians 4, 1 Corinthians 9, 1 Corinthians 11, Matthew 5, Philippians 4, Joshua 4

Main Theme

God has entrusted parents with the sacred responsibility of reflecting His heart, forming character, and intentionally guiding their children toward Christ.

Key Points

1. Parenting Is a Divine Assignment, Not Just a Role

· Psalm 127:3 – “Children are a heritage from the Lord…” 
 Parenting is stewardship. Children ultimately belong to God.

· Parenting is not ownership — it’s responsibility.

· We are shaping souls, not just managing behavior.

· The goal is not control but Christ-centered formation.

Key Idea: Parenting is discipleship at home.

2. Modeling Matters More Than Messaging

· Deuteronomy 6:6–7 – Teach them diligently… 

· Faith is caught before it is taught.

· Children absorb what they observe.

· Consistency builds credibility.

· Private integrity fuels public influence.

Key Idea: Who you are speaks louder than what you say.

3. Discipline and Grace Must Walk Together

· Hebrews 12:11 – Discipline yields righteousness.

· Biblical parenting balances correction with compassion.

· Discipline without love produces rebellion.

· Love without discipline produces entitlement.

· God disciplines as a loving Father — not to shame, but to shape.

Key Idea: Correction should restore, not crush.

4. Intentional Presence Shapes Identity

· In a distracted culture, presence is powerful.

· Time communicates value.

· Listening builds security.

· Encouragement builds identity.

· Children need:

· Affirmation

· Boundaries

· Spiritual guidance

· Emotional safety

Key Idea: What you consistently sow into your child will grow in their life.

5. Parenting Requires Dependence on God

· Parenting exposes our weakness and deepens our faith.

· We cannot transform hearts — only God can.

· Prayer is one of the greatest parenting tools.

· Grace covers imperfect parents.

Key Idea: God parents us as we parent our children.

Application

Reflect God’s character in your home.

· Model the faith you want to see.

· Balance discipline with grace.

· Be present and intentional.

· Pray continually for your children.

Discussion Questions

1. How does your own relationship with God influence your parenting?

2. What does it practically look like to view parenting as stewardship rather than ownership?

3. How can discipline be both firm and loving at the same time?

4. What are subtle ways parents unintentionally shape identity?

5. What legacy of faith do you hope your parenting produces long-term?
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