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Bethel Sonrise Sermon Notes- Jesus Is Better

Speaker: Pastor Preston  
Date: April 5, 2026  
Scriptures: Hebrews 1:1-3, Luke 24:1-8, 1 Corinthians 15:13-19, 1 Corinthians 15:32, Matthew 28:11-15, Matthew 28:16-17, John 20:24-29, 1 Corinthians 1:22

Main Theme

Jesus isn’t just theoretically better — He must become practically better in our everyday lives. The Book of Hebrews teaches that Jesus is superior to everything competing for our hearts.

Key Points

1. Jesus Must Be Better Practically — Not Just Theoretically

Many believers say "Jesus is better" — but their lives reveal something different.

Examples:

· Success competes with Jesus

· Relationships compete with Jesus

· Comfort competes with Jesus

· Security competes with Jesus

A key question: 
What determines your joy?

· If you have something → you're happy

· If you lose something → you're discouraged

That reveals what may be competing with Jesus for your heart. 

Jesus wants to become better not just in belief — but in experience and daily life.

2. Hebrews: Jesus Is God's Final Word

Hebrews 1 teaches:

· God spoke through prophets

· God spoke through leaders

· But now God speaks through Jesus

Difference:

· Abraham died

· Moses died

· Elijah died

· Esther died

· Jesus lived, died, and rose again — and still lives today

Because Jesus is alive:

· He still speaks

· He still saves

· He still transforms

· He still intercedes

Jesus is not just a historical figure — He is a living Savior.

3. The Resurrection Is What Makes Jesus Better

If Jesus did not rise from the dead:

· He is just another teacher

· He is just another religious leader

· He is no better than anyone else

But because He rose:

· He proved He is God

· He proved His teachings are true

· He proved salvation is real

The claim that Jesus is better hinges on the resurrection. 

4. You Can Experience Jesus Today

Unlike other religious leaders:

· Buddha cannot be experienced — he is dead

· Other teachers cannot be experienced — they are dead

· Jesus is alive and can be experienced personally

This means:

· You can hear His voice

· You can experience His presence

· You can be transformed by Him

Christianity is not just information — it's transformation through relationship.

5. Jesus Meets Our Deepest Needs

We often think our greatest needs are:

· Financial

· Physical

· Emotional

But we actually have:

· Spiritual needs

· Soul needs

· Identity needs

When Jesus meets those deeper needs: You begin to discover: Jesus truly is better.

6. Encounter Leads to Transformation

The sermon includes testimony:

· Growing up with church knowledge

· But lacking transformation

· Then experiencing a radical encounter with Jesus

· Life completely changed

When Jesus becomes better:

· You may give up things

· But Jesus gives you something greater — Himself

When God asks you to release something: It's because He has something better for you. 

7. The Invitation

Jesus invites you to:

· Lay down fears

· Lay down insecurities

· Lay down competing priorities

· Lay down what you think is "better"

And trust that: 
Jesus truly is better than anything else.

Discussion Questions

1. What are some things in your life that compete with Jesus for your attention, joy, or priorities?

2. What are some things people often chase instead of Jesus, and why do those things ultimately fail to satisfy?

3. Have you ever experienced a moment where Jesus met a deeper need in your life? What happened?

4. Have you ever experienced a personal encounter with Jesus? What did that look like, and how did it change you?

5. What does it look like practically to live like the resurrection changes everything in your daily life?
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