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Bethel South Sermon Notes- Building Together

Speaker: Pastor Preston 
Date: February 22, 2026 
Scriptures: 2 Corinthians 1:8, Psalm 68:6, 2 Corinthians 2:10-11, Luke 6:37-38, Acts 17:26, 1 Corinthians 12:12-19, Ephesians 2:19-22

Main Theme

God strengthens and builds His church when believers stay aligned to Christ and committed to one another.

1. The Church Is God’s Design

· The church is not man-made.

· It is not a social club.

· It is not optional.

It is:

· God’s household

· A holy temple

· A dwelling place for His Spirit

We are not attending something — we are becoming something together.

2. Alignment Before Activity

Christ is the cornerstone.

If we lose alignment:

· Activity replaces intimacy.

· Performance replaces presence.

· Opinions replace obedience.

Alignment requires:

· Humility

· Repentance

· Submission

· Daily surrender

When we align vertically (to Jesus), 
 we align horizontally (with each other).

3. Strength Comes Through Connection

Isolation weakens believers.

God did not design spiritual growth to happen alone.

Connection produces:

· Accountability

· Encouragement

· Stability

· Protection

Spiritual strength is multiplied in community.

4. Offense Is a Test of Planting

Every planted believer will face:

· Disappointment

· Miscommunication

· Hurt

· Correction

The question isn’t if offense comes. 
 The question is what you do with it.

Disconnection feels easier. 
 Maturity chooses reconciliation.

5. Commitment Builds Capacity

When we stay:

· We grow roots.

· We build trust.

· We develop endurance.

· We increase spiritual capacity.

The deeper the roots, 
 the stronger the structure.

Commitment isn’t about comfort. 
 It’s about covenant.

6. Built for Glory

Ephesians 2:21–22 — being built together into a dwelling place for God. 
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The goal:

· Not attendance

· Not programs

· Not reputation

The goal is God’s presence dwelling among His people.

When we build together:

· God is glorified.

· The church is strengthened.

· The mission advances.

Core Takeaways

· The church is God’s idea.

· Alignment protects unity.

· Isolation weakens purpose.

· Offense reveals maturity.

· Commitment increases capacity.

· We are built together for God’s glory.

Discussion Questions

1. What does “alignment with Jesus” practically look like in your daily life?

2. Why is isolation so appealing even though it weakens us spiritually?

3. How have you seen offense either divide or mature believers?

4. What does true commitment to spiritual family require from you personally?

5. How can you help create a church culture that values connection over comfort?
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