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Bethel South Sermon Notes- Joy In Giving

Speaker: Pastor Mike 
Date: March 22, 2026 
Scriptures: Acts 20:25-38, John 15, John 3:16, John 21, Luke 6:38, Matthew 10:8, Luke 12:15, 2 Corinthians 8:1-5, Matthew 6

Main Theme

 True joy is found not in what we keep, but in what we give—because generosity reflects the heart of God.

1. Giving Reflects the Heart of God

God is a giver:

· He gave us life

· He gave us provision

· He gave His Son

John 3:16 shows the ultimate act of giving—God gave Jesus for us.

When we give, we reflect:

· God’s nature

· God’s character

· God’s love

Generosity is not just an action— it is a reflection of who God is.

2. Giving Is About the Heart, Not the Amount

2 Corinthians 9:7 teaches:

· Give willingly

· Give cheerfully

· Not reluctantly or under pressure

God is not focused on:

· The size of the gift

· The appearance of generosity

He looks at:

· The motive

· The attitude

· The heart behind it

A small gift with the right heart is greater than a large gift with the wrong motive.

3. Generosity Breaks the Grip of Materialism

The world teaches:

· Hold on to what you have

· Get more

· Protect your resources

But the Kingdom teaches:

· Trust God

· Release what you have

· Live open-handed

Giving shifts our trust: 
 From money → to God

It reminds us:

· God is our provider

· Not our possessions

4. Giving Is an Act of Faith

Generosity requires trust.

When we give:

· We trust God will provide

· We trust God sees our obedience

· We trust God honors faith

Giving says: “God, I trust You more than what I’m holding.” Faith grows when we step out in obedience.

5. Giving Produces Joy

There is joy in:

· Blessing others

· Meeting needs

· Being used by God

Acts 20:35 — “It is more blessed to give than to receive.”

Joy in giving comes from:

· Purpose

· Impact

· Eternal perspective

When we give, we participate in what God is doing.

6. Generosity Has Eternal Impact

What we give doesn’t just affect the present—it impacts eternity.

Giving can:

· Advance the gospel

· Help people encounter God

· Change lives

Our generosity becomes part of a bigger story. We may not always see the results, but God uses every act of obedience.

Discussion Questions

1. What does generosity reveal about what we trust in most?

2. Why do you think God cares more about the heart behind giving than the amount?

3. In what ways can giving challenge our sense of control or security?

4. How have you experienced joy through giving, or how do you hope to?

5. What is one practical way you can grow in generosity this week?
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