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Bethel South Sermon Notes- Joy In Serving Others

Speaker: Pastor Mike 
Date: March 29, 2026 
Scriptures: Philippians 2:1-11, Hebrews 12:2, John 7:38, John 15:9-17, Philippians 4:19, 1 Corinthians 13:5, Titus 2:11, John 15:8, Philippians 2:17, Philippians 2:14, Matthew 16:25, John 15:5, Mark 10:45, Luke 6:38, John 1:5

1. The Call to Christlike Unity & Humility

Key Scripture: Philippians 2:3–5

· “Do nothing out of selfish ambition… value others above yourselves.”

· We are called to think like Jesus—a mindset of humility and service

· True joy begins when we shift focus from self → others

Key Idea: 
Joy grows when selfishness decreases.

2. The Example of Jesus: Servant Leadership

Key Scripture: Philippians 2:6–8

· Jesus had all power but chose to empty Himself

· He took on the nature of a servant

· Ultimate act of service: death on a cross

Key Idea: 
Jesus didn’t just teach serving—He modeled it fully

3. The Problem Isn’t Demand—It’s Supply

Key Scripture: John 7:38 (referenced)

· Life feels draining because we think too much is required of us

· Reality: the issue is not demand, but lack of spiritual supply

· When we are connected to Jesus, we have overflow

Key Idea: 
You can handle high demand when you have the right source.

4. Abide First, Then Overflow

Key Scripture: John 15:9–12

· “Remain in my love… that your joy may be complete”

· We are not meant to live empty → giving

· We are meant to live filled → overflowing

Key Question from Sermon: 
Am I showing up to relationships to be filled, or to overflow?

5. Love That Is Not Transactional

Key Scripture: 1 Corinthians 13:5

· True love does not seek its own

· Worldly love says: “I’ll love you if you love me”

· Kingdom love says: “I love because He first loved me”

Key Idea: 
Jesus calls us to unconditional, sacrificial love

6. The Power of Grace (Not Performance)

· Transformation doesn’t come from trying harder

· It comes from receiving God’s grace

· His love changes us from the inside out

Key Idea: 
You don’t change by effort—you change by encounter.

7. The Paradox: Being Poured Out Produces Joy

Key Scriptures:

· Philippians 2:17 (drink offering)

· Matthew 16:25 (lose your life to find it)

· We were created to be poured out, like a candle burning

· From the outside: fruit

· From the inside: fire

Key Idea: 
Your purpose is not preservation—it’s surrender and pouring out

8. Living as Light

Key Scripture: Philippians 2:14–15

· We shine when we serve without complaining

· Light requires fuel (something must be consumed)

Illustration: 
Like a candle—if it refuses to burn, it fulfills no purpose

9. True Prosperity = What You Give

· The world measures by what you gain

· The Kingdom measures by what you give away

Key Idea: 
Real joy is found in living a life given to others

10. The Invitation: Surrender & Be Filled

· What are you holding onto?

· Time? Comfort? Control?

· God invites us to release it and trust Him

Final Truth: 
You will never outgive God.

Discussion Questions

What does it practically look like in your life to “value others above yourself,” and what makes that difficult?

In what areas of your life do you feel most drained, and how might that reveal a need to reconnect with your source (Jesus)?

Do you tend to enter relationships needing to be filled or ready to overflow? How can you shift that posture?

Can you think of a time when loving someone cost you something? What did that experience teach you about Christlike love?

What is one thing you feel God asking you to “let go of” so you can live more fully poured out for others?
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