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Bethel South Sermon Notes- The Joy Of Salvation

Speaker: Pastor Julie 
Date: March 8, 2026 
Scriptures: John 15:9-13, Romans 5:8, Matthew 18, Psalm 16:11, Philippians 2:12, Psalm 51:10-12, Psalm 32:3-4, 2 Samuel 12, Psalm 32:5, Romans 8:5-6, Philippians 4:8, Deuteronomy 8:11, Psalm 103:2-3, Deuteronomy 6:4-9

Main Theme

Salvation is not just a past event; it is a life-changing reality that should continually produce joy, gratitude, and transformation in the believer.

1. Salvation Is the Greatest Gift

Salvation is not:

· Something we earn

· Something we deserve

· Something we accomplish ourselves

Salvation is:

· A gift of grace

· A work of Christ

· A rescue from sin and separation from God

Ephesians 2:8–9 reminds us that we are saved by grace through faith — not by our works. 

Key Truth

When we forget the magnitude of salvation, we lose the joy of our relationship with God.

2. Joy Can Be Lost but Salvation Is Not

David prayed in Psalm 51 not for salvation to return, but for the joy of it to return. 

What can cause us to lose the joy of salvation?

· Unrepented sin

· Spiritual complacency

· Distraction with worldly concerns

· Forgetting what God has done

Joy fades when we stop remembering the grace that saved us.

3. Remembering Where God Brought You From

The testimony of salvation matters.

When believers remember:

· Who they were

· What they were rescued from

· How God changed their life

It renews gratitude and humility.

Remembering our past is not about shame — it is about celebrating God’s grace.

4. Joy Produces Transformation

The joy of salvation should impact every part of life.

True joy leads to:

· Worship

· Obedience

· Evangelism

· Compassion for others

When people truly grasp salvation, they want others to experience it too.

Joyful believers become living testimonies.

5. Living in the Joy of Salvation

· Joy is sustained by: Daily Relationship with God

· Prayer, worship, and Scripture keep our hearts aligned: Gratitude

· Regularly thanking God for salvation keeps the heart soft: Sharing the Gospel

· Helping others encounter Jesus reminds us of the miracle we experienced.

· Joy grows when salvation becomes central to our identity again.

Discussion Questions

1. What first comes to mind when you think about your own salvation story?

2. Why do you think believers sometimes lose the joy of their salvation?

3. What practices help you remember and stay grateful for what Jesus has done in your life?

4. How does the joy of salvation influence the way we treat other people?

5. In what ways can sharing our testimony help restore joy in our faith?
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