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Bethel South Sermon Notes- Jesus Is Better

Speaker: Pastor Mike 
Date: April 5, 2026 
Scriptures: Micah 7:18-19, John 3:16, Hebrews 1:1-4, 1 Corinthians 15, Luke 24:1-12, Matthew 28:16-17, Romans 3:23, Romans 6:23, John 1:12, 1 John 2:3-5

Main Theme

Because Jesus rose from the dead, Jesus is better than anything this world offers, and the resurrection invites us into a personal encounter and transformed life.

1. The Resurrection Changes Everything

Hebrews 1:3 says after Jesus provided purification for sins, He sat down — meaning the work was finished.

· The resurrection proves Jesus is who He said He was

· The resurrection validates the gospel

· The resurrection gives hope beyond death

· Without the resurrection, faith is meaningless

Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 15: 
"If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins."

Because the tomb is empty:

· Hope is alive

· Forgiveness is real

· Salvation is available

· Jesus is better

The resurrection is the hinge of Christianity — everything rests on it. 

2. Evidence of the Resurrection

The sermon highlights several evidences:

Evidence Includes:

· The Empty Tomb

· Women as First Witnesses

· Over 500 Witnesses

· Transformed Disciples

· Preached in Jerusalem

· Christianity Spread Without Power

· Skeptics Became Believers (James & Paul)

· Fulfilled Prophecy

· No Tomb or Shrine

· Transformed Lives Today

This is not blind faith — it's historical, evidence-based faith. 

But evidence alone is not enough…

3. Faith Requires a Personal Encounter

Even after seeing Jesus:

· Some disciples still doubted

· Thomas needed an encounter

· Herod demanded signs

Real faith begins with surrender.

You cannot rely on:

· Your parents' faith

· Your church attendance

· Your knowledge of scripture

You must personally encounter Jesus.

Faith begins when we pray: 
"Jesus, if You're real, I want to know You."

4. Jesus Is Better Than Everything

This series focuses on Hebrews and how:

Jesus is better than:

· Creation

· Angels

· Moses

· Religion

· Sacrifices

· Achievement

· Pleasure

· Success

· Anything the world offers

The Book of Hebrews was written to keep believers from drifting back to what never satisfied.

Jesus is better because:

· He offers forgiveness

· He offers purpose

· He offers transformation

· He offers eternal life

5. The Gospel: From Broken to Brand New

Pastor Mike used a broken phone illustration:

Sin:

· Breaks us

· Separates us

· Leaves us damaged

Romans 3:23 — All have sinned 
Romans 6:23 — Wages of sin is death

But Jesus doesn't just repair us — He makes us brand new.

Jesus:

· Gives a new heart

· Gives a new life

· Gives a new identity

· Gives eternal hope

The resurrection is the receipt that the payment was accepted. 
Jesus sat down — the work is complete. 

6. The Invitation: Is Jesus Better?

If Jesus isn't better in your life:

· You may not truly know Him yet

· The invitation is to surrender

· The invitation is to encounter Him

Jesus offers:

· Forgiveness

· Freedom

· Transformation

· Relationship

The empty tomb is heaven's invitation.

Discussion Questions

Why is the resurrection so central to the Christian faith, and how would your faith be different if it never happened?

What are some things people often chase instead of Jesus, and why do those things ultimately fail to satisfy?

Have you ever experienced a personal encounter with Jesus? What did that look like, and how did it change you?

Pastor Mike says "Jesus is better than anything in this world." What areas of your life are hardest to surrender to Him and believe that Jesus is better than?

What does it look like practically to live like the resurrection changes everything in your daily life?
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