
DIFFICULTY 1 
 

WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE FOUR WOMEN  
MENTIONED IN JESUS’ GENEALOGY IN MATTHEW 1?  

(TAMAR, RAHAB, RUTH, BATHSHEBA) 
 
The gospel according to Matthew begins with the genealogy of Jesus. There are a number of difficulties that 
arise upon examination. One of them has to do with the four women mentioned. Technically, only three are 
mentioned by name (Bathsheba is referred to by being the wife of Uriah). 
 
These women mentioned in this genealogy would certainly have caught the attention of the original audience 
of Matthew. This is because women were not usually included in Jewish genealogies (although we find an 
exception in 1 Chronicles 2). 
 
Therefore, the difficulty here can be simply stated: Why is Matthew highlighting these particular four women 
(Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, and Bathsheba)? What is the connection between them? Various options have been 
suggested. We suggest that all four have merit, and together form a story of God’s mercy and divine providence.  
 
Option 1: All Four Had Unusual Marital Situations 
 
One suggestion is that all four had unusual situations that arose from their marriages. However, in spite of this, 
the Lord brought much good in each situation. In a similar way, the Lord brought about good in Mary’s 
supernatural conception of Jesus.  
 
Option 2: Tamar, Rahab, And Ruth Were Gentiles And Bathsheba Was Married To A Gentile 
 
Matthew’s desire may have been to indicate to his audience that Gentiles not only had a role in the ancestry of 
the Messiah, but would also benefit from His sacrificial death as well. In fact, he ends his gospel with Jesus’ 
commandment to His disciples to go into all of the world and preach the gospel to every nation (Matthew 
28:18-20). 
 
Hence, Matthew is emphasizing the inclusion of Gentiles in Jesus’ ancestry by including these four particular 
women. Tamar and Rahab were Canaanites (Genesis 38:1–6; Josh. 2:1), Ruth was from Moab (Ruth 1:4). While 
we do not know the national origin of Bathsheba, she is explicitly called “the wife of Uriah. This connected her  
to her Gentile husband, Uriah the Hittite (2 Samuel 11:3).  
 
These women, while not directly connected to Mary in the genealogy, signal the inclusion of Gentiles in the 
coming kingdom. In fact, this will be an emphasis in Matthew anticipating the Jews rejection of Jesus (see the 
magi  in Matthew 2), the Roman centurion with the servant who was deathly ill (Matthew 8) the Canaanite 
woman (Matthew 15) and the centurion at the cross (Matthew 27). 
 
Option 3 They Were All Engaged In Sexual Sin 
 
It has been argued that each of these women were involved in sexual sin.  This includes Tamar’s incest with 
her father-in-law Judah, Rahab’s occupation as a prostitute, and the adultery of Bathsheba with King David.  
 
If this is the reason, then the message that comes through is the ability of Christ to forgive such sinful behavior. 
In addition, it would provide a contrast to the scandal of Mary’s pregnancy. Like the others, she had to 
overcome the shame of what others would say about her sexual behavior. 
 
The problem with this option is Ruth. Nowhere does the Scripture indicate that she was involved in sexual sin, 
though some commentators attempt to say that she seduced Boaz. Whether or not this is true, the upshot 



seems to be that she was regarded by some as a sinful woman. If so, then her inclusion would fit the experience 
of the previous three woman as well as Mary. Each were considered scandalous women. 
 
Option 4 The Women Were Regarded As Sinful But God Is Merciful 
 
This follows from the previous option.  It is also contended that they are listed in Jesus’ lineage as a sign of 
God’s mercy. Tamar was a woman to whom the Lord extended mercy (Genesis 38). Rahab was a prostitute 
who was saved from judgment because she put her faith in the Lord, the God of Israel (Joshua 2). Ruth was a 
citizen of Moab, a nation hated by the Jews. Yet she chose to become associated with the Lord and His people 
(Ruth 1). While Bathsheba deliberately sinned with David, she sought the forgiveness of the Lord along with 
David (2 Samuel 11-12). 
 
Option 5 All Four Had Already Been Highlighted In Scripture As Examples Of The Lord’s 

Divine Providence 
 
Another option is that each of these four women had been highlighted in the Old Testament Scripture as 
examples of the divine providence of the Lord.   
 
Tamar, for example, had a child, Perez, through her father-in-law Judah, which would eventually be in the 
Messianic line. This occurred after Judah had refused to allow Tamar to marry his youngest son as he had 
promised (Genesis 38). 
 
Rahab, the prostitute, was spared when the people of Jericho were destroyed by Joshua. She ended up marrying 
an Israelite from the tribe of Judah and their son became an ancestor to the Messiah. 
 
Ruth, from Moab, faithfully looked after her mother in law Naomi. Circumstances led her to Bethlehem where 
she met Boaz, married him, and had a son who also would be in the line of the Messiah. 
 
Finally, Bathsheba, even after her sin with David and his murder of her husband, eventually bore the son 
Solomon who was also in the Messianic line. 
 
Therefore, what links all four of them, may be simply a matter of reminding the readers of Matthew that the 
Lord providentially worked in the lives of each of these four women which would eventually bring about the 
Messiah. 
 
These are all examples of God’s “divine appointments.” Indeed, what would be the odds that any of them 
would have been in the line of the Messiah given the circumstances in their lives! (For more on this subject, see 
our book God’s Divine Appointments: The Supernatural Working Of God Through Everyday Events: The Stories of Joseph, 
Judah And Jonah at educatingourworld.com). 
 
All in all, these five options are not mutually exclusive.  
 
Lessons Learned 
 
Yes indeed, there are truly no limits to God’s mercy. Scripture testifies that the Lord will have mercy upon 
anyone—no matter our gender, our nationality, or what sins we have committed. Each of these four women 
experienced the marvelous the mercy of the Lord. 
 
Moreover, in addition to God’s mercy, we also see the supernatural hand of God, in His providence, with His 
“divine appointments” which brought each of these women into the special position of being in the line of the 
Messiah. 
 



In sum, all four are present in the line of the Messiah as a result of divine providence. God works his will in 
the most unlikely ways, and that is exactly what has led to the birth of Jesus.  
 
In the same way, the Lord works His divine appointments in our lives to bring about His desired results. 
 


