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MISTAKE 40 
 

ABOVE ALL, REMEMBER THAT OUR MESSAGE TO THE WORLD  
IS THE FIRST COMING OF JESUS CHRIST, 

NOT THE SECOND COMING 
 

One common mistake that is continually being made is the substituting the message of the First Coming of 
Christ with that of His Second Coming. This is something that we should never do! 
 
Indeed, the message that Christians are to take to the world is not the Second Coming of Jesus Christ to the 
earth but rather His First Coming to our world! We cannot emphasize this enough.  
 
A MOST IMPORTANT LESSON TO LEARN: REMEMBER OUR MESSAGE! 
 
While we are living at the time of the end, and we see the signs that are pointing to the coming of the Lord, we 
should always remember that our message is the same one which Jesus told us to bring to a lost world.  
 
THE GREAT COMMISSION: MAKE DISCIPLES OF JESUS BY PREACHING THE GOSPEL 
 
Our marching orders were given to Jesus’ disciples, which includes those of us who believe in Him:   
 

Jesus came near and said to them, “All authority has been given to me in heaven and on earth. Go, 
therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe everything I have commanded you. And remember, I am with 
you always, to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:18-20 CSB). 

 
This is the same commandment that we must follow today, namely make disciples of all nations by preaching 
the good news about Jesus’ First Coming into the world.  
 
THE GOSPEL DEFINED 
 
The Apostle Paul defined the gospel message for us in his letter to the Corinthians: 
 

Now I want to make clear for you, brothers and sisters, the gospel I preached to you, which you received, 
on which you have taken your stand and by which you are being saved, if you hold to the message I 
preached to you — unless you believed in vain. For I passed on to you as most important what I also 
received: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on 
the third day according to the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the Twelve. Then he 
appeared to over five hundred brothers and sisters at one time; most of them are still alive, but some have 
fallen asleep. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. Last of all, as to one born at the wrong 
time, he also appeared to me (1 Corinthians 15:1-8 CSB). 

 
From this passage we can define the gospel, or good news, as follows: 
 

Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures. 
 

Jesus was buried. 
 

The Lord Jesus was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures. 
 

Jesus Christ appeared to a number of people after He had been raised from the dead. 



Above All Remember That Our Message To The World 
Is The First Coming Of Christ, Not The Second Coming 

© Don Stewart       
 

2 

This remains our message… lest we forget. 
 
In that same letter, Paul wrote elsewhere about the necessity of preaching the message of Christ: 
 

The message of the cross is foolish to those who are headed for destruction! But we who are being saved 
know it is the very power of God. As the Scriptures say, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise and discard 
the intelligence of the intelligent.” So where does this leave the philosophers, the scholars, and the world’s 
brilliant debaters? God has made the wisdom of this world look foolish. Since God in his wisdom saw to 
it that the world would never know him through human wisdom, he has used our foolish preaching to save 
those who believe. It is foolish to the Jews, who ask for signs from heaven. And it is foolish to the Greeks, 
who seek human wisdom. So when we preach that Christ was crucified, the Jews are offended and the 
Gentiles say it’s all nonsense (1 Corinthians 1:18-23 NLT). 

 
The gospel of Jesus Christ, His death on the cross for our sins, His resurrection from the dead, and His offer 
of forgiveness of sins, remains our message to this lost and dying world. We should never stray from 
proclaiming these truths first and foremost. 
 
JESUS SAID WE ARE TO BE ENGAGED WITH PEOPLE WHILE WE WAIT FOR HIS RETURN 
 
In His parable of the three servants, Jesus emphasized what to do in the time that we are waiting for His return. 
The King James Version put it this way: 
 

Occupy till I come (Luke 19:13 KJV). 
 

The English Standard Version, along with most other modern translations, brings out a further meaning of the 
text. It renders it as follows: 
 

Engage in business until I come (Luke 19:13 ESV). 
 
Therefore, as we are living our lives pleasing to the Lord, we should always be busy in our work for Him. Our 
message should always centered around the Person of Jesus and what He has already accomplished for us at 
His First Coming. As John wrote in the Book of Revelation: 
 

The testimony about Jesus is the spirit of prophecy (Revelation 19:10 NET). 
 

SO HOW DO WE DO THIS? 
 
If we want to remain focused on our prime directive, to make disciples of all nations by preaching the good 
news about Jesus, then there are a number of biblical lessons to be learned on how we should live in light of 
His Coming. We can list them as follows: 
 
LESSON 1:  WE ARE TO BE WATCHFUL AND READY FOR HIS COMING 
 
Once we begin to understand the times in which we are living, we are to be watchful for the things that are to 
come. Being watchful means to be ready—to be alert. Jesus said: 
 

Therefore stay alert, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come. But understand this: If 
the owner of the house had known at what time of night the thief was coming, he would have been alert 
and would not have let his house be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, because the Son of 
Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him (Matthew 24:42-44 NET).  
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This is another lesson that needs to be emphasized, especially in our day and age. We are to pay attention to 
the signs that we see with respect to the coming of the Lord.  
 
Again, no believer should be ignorant about these things. 
 
LESSON 2:  WE ARE TO WAIT PATIENTLY FOR HIS COMING 
 
This logically brings us to our next point. While we are to be watchful, and always alert, we are also to be patient. 
 
Undoubtedly, this is particularly problematic in light of the conditions of the world in which we live. James 
wrote about the need for such patience in light of the present circumstances: 
 

Dear brothers and sisters, be patient as you wait for the Lord’s return. Consider the farmers who patiently 
wait for the rains in the fall and in the spring. They eagerly look for the valuable harvest to ripen. You, too, 
must be patient. Take courage, for the coming of the Lord is near (James 5:7-8 NLT). 

 
We should indeed “take courage.” 
 
In fact, when we look at the events around us, we sometimes feel like the martyrs that cry out in the Book of 
Revelation: 
 

They shouted to the Lord and said, “O Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long before you judge the 
people who belong to this world and avenge our blood for what they have done to us?” (Revelation 6:10 
NLT). 

 
How long indeed!  
 
The lesson to learn is to be patient. God’s program is right on schedule. 
 
LESSON 3:  WE SHOULD RESIST DOUBTING AND DISILLUSIONMENT  

AS WE WAIT FOR HIS RETURN 
 
One particular lesson that we must learn is not to doubt that the Lord is truly returning. Jesus warned about 
this problem: 
 

But suppose the servant says to himself, ‘My master is taking a long time in coming,’ and he then begins 
to beat the other servants, both men and women, and to eat and drink and get drunk (Luke 12:45 NIV). 

 
Unhappily, too many people in our day have been caught up in doubt and disillusionment about the return of 
Christ.  
 
However, we must recognize that this is not something new. Indeed, Peter wrote about the doubters and 
scoffers in his day: 

 
Dear friends, this is already the second letter I have written you, in which I am trying to stir up your pure 
mind by way of reminder: I want you to recall both the predictions foretold by the holy prophets and the 
commandment of the Lord and Savior through your apostles. Above all, understand this: In the last days 
blatant scoffers will come, being propelled by their own evil urges and saying, “Where is his promised 
return? For ever since our ancestors died, all things have continued as they were from the beginning of 
creation” (2 Peter 3:1-4 NET). 
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The scoffers ridiculed believers in the first century for trusting in the promises given in the Word of God about 
the return of the Lord.  
 
This is all the truer today. Especially when so-called “Bible experts” make predictions about the precise time 
of the coming of the Lord, and, of course, their predictions turn out to be untrue. 
 
Since the predictions of these date-setters always turn out to be wrong, this causes some people to make a tragic 
mistake—they reject all biblical prophecy.   
 
Unhappily, some people have gone so far as to list an exact date when Christ will return. They claim to have 
calculated the precise moment that He will come back to the earth. These claims have led many people astray, 
as well as disillusioned others.   
 
And, of course, the scoffers are there to continually remind us of these mistaken predictions by “Bible experts.” 
 
The lesson to be learned is that we should not allow false claims by certain “biblical authorities” to cause us to 
be disillusioned about the return of the Lord Jesus. Neither should we be bothered by the continual reminders 
from scoffers that the Lord has not yet returned as He promised some two thousand years ago. 
 
Indeed, the Lord is coming back to our world and He is returning on His schedule. May this particular lesson 
sink deep into our hearts! 
 
LESSON 4:  WE ARE TO ENCOURAGE ONE ANOTHER AS THE TIME DRAWS NEAR 
 
Believers should be encouraging one another as the time of the Lord’s coming approaches. In fact, the Bible 
commands us to do just that: 
 

And let us take thought of how to spur one another on to love and good works, not abandoning our own 
meetings, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging each other, and even more so because you see 
the day drawing near (Hebrews 10:24-25 NET). 

 
This is another timely truth. Discouragement can easily set in as we look at the world around us and observe 
the many spiritual battles that we are facing. In fact, as we get closer to the time the Lord will return, the battle 
will be more difficult than ever. 
 
Consequently, each one of us should learn the lesson to be an encourager to one another. 
 
LESSON 5:  WE ARE NOT TO BE CONFORMED TO THIS WORLD SYSTEM IN THESE LAST DAYS 
 
If we are to stand out as a witness to this world, especially in these difficult times, then we should not be 
conformed to this ungodly world system in which we live. Paul wrote: 
 

Therefore I exhort you, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a sacrifice—
alive, holy, and pleasing to God —which is your reasonable service. Do not be conformed to this present 
world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may test and approve what is the will 
of God - what is good and well-pleasing and perfect (Romans 12:1-2 NET). 

 
Indeed, in our present environment, the temptation to compromise and to be conformed to this evil world 
system, is like never before. We must resist this temptation. We have been made for a purpose, namely, to 
glorify the Lord in all that we do. The Lord has said: 
 

For I will honor those who honor me (1 Samuel 2:30 NET). 
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WE HAVE NOWHERE ELSE TO GO 
 
In fact, the answer of Simon Peter to the question of Jesus is appropriate here. We are told that many people 
walked away from Jesus when He taught some difficult things. The Lord then asked His disciples if they were 
going to leave also. Peter gave this answer: 
 

Lord, to whom would we go? You have the words that give eternal life. We believe, and we know you are 
the Holy One of God (John 6:68,69 NLT). 

 
Where indeed? This evil world system has nothing for those who believe in Jesus Christ, lest we forget.  
 
LESSON 6:  WE ARE TO WORK FOR THE LORD AS WE WAIT FOR HIS COMING 
 
The time of waiting is a time of working. In other words, we should not sit idly by as the time of the Lord 
approaches. Jesus made this clear: 
 

We must perform the deeds of the one who sent me as long as it is daytime. Night is coming when no one 
can work (John 9:4 NET). 

 
We must work before the night comes. Paul wrote about this to the Thessalonians: 
 

So then we must not sleep as the rest, but must stay alert and sober. For those who sleep, sleep at night 
and those who get drunk are drunk at night. But since we are of the day, we must stay sober by putting on 
the breastplate of faith and love and as a helmet our hope for salvation. For God did not destine us for 
wrath but for gaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. He died for us so that whether we are alert 
or asleep we will come to life together with him. Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, 
just as you are in fact doing (1 Thessalonians 5:6-11 NET). 

 
Every believer needs to be busy in the work of the Lord. 
 
WE ARE TO BE FAITHFUL TO OUR CALLING 
 
Consequently, as we are living in the light of the coming of the Lord, each of us has a calling, a responsibility, 
that we are to live up to. Paul wrote: 
 

Now what is sought in stewards is that one be found faithful (1 Corinthians 4:2 NET). 
 
The New Living Translation puts it this way:  
 

Now, a person who is put in charge as a manager must be faithful (1 Corinthians 4:2 NLT). 
 
No matter the circumstances, we are to “stay the course.” We are not to forget the calling that we each have. 
In other words, as we look for His coming, we are to fulfill the calling that the Lord has given to us. 
 
The lesson is clear: the time of waiting is a time of working! 
 
LESSON 7:  WE ARE TO LIVE WITH ETERNAL VALUES IN VIEW 
 
Since we are living in the light of eternity, we must live with eternal values in view. Paul wrote about this to the 
Philippians: 
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I don’t mean to say that I have already achieved these things or that I have already reached perfection. But 
I press on to possess that perfection for which Christ Jesus first possessed me. No, dear brothers and 
sisters, I have not achieved it, but I focus on this one thing: Forgetting the past and looking forward to 
what lies ahead, I press on to reach the end of the race and receive the heavenly prize for which God, 
through Christ Jesus, is calling us (Philippians 3:12-14 NET). 

 
Like a runner with their eyes upon the finish line, we are to be constantly moving toward that goal as we press 
on toward eternity. Each day that we live is one day closer to His Coming.  
 
We all need to live in the light of eternity with the values of eternity constantly on our mind. This is another 
important lesson to learn. 
 
LESSON 8:  WE ARE TO BE CONSTANTLY LOOKING FOR HIS APPEARING! 
 
Interestingly, in the final section of the last letter that the Apostle Paul wrote before his impending death, he 
emphasized to Timothy about the necessity for believers to be looking for the return of the Lord: 
 

For I am already being poured out as an offering, and the time for me to depart is at hand. I have competed 
well; I have finished the race; I have kept the faith! Finally the crown of righteousness is reserved for me. 
The Lord, the righteous Judge, will award it to me in that day—and not to me only, but also to all who 
have set their affection on his appearing (2 Timothy 4:6-8 NET). 

 
When someone writes a letter, knowing that they are soon to die, it would be fair to call it a “dying declaration.”  
 
Hence, they will obviously emphasize the things they believe are the most important since this is the last thing 
that they will ever write. Therefore, it is telling that Paul wrote this at the end of his last letter. 
 
His point: the coming of the Lord should be something that is constantly on our mind. In fact, Paul says that 
we are to “love” His appearing—to “set our affection” on His coming back to the earth. 
 
Therefore, each of us needs to ask ourselves these questions: Have I set my affection on the coming of Christ? 
Is this something that is forefront in my mind?  
 
According to Scripture, it should be. 
 
SUMMING UP 
 
We do live in very exciting times. As we have mentioned previously, we should not limit our study of Scripture 
to merely issues of last days Bible prophecy (Mistake 34). Indeed, the entire Bible should be studied.  
 
If we do so, then we will always have at the forefront of our minds the message that we are to proclaim, namely 
the First Coming of Jesus Christ to a lost world who desperately needs to hear this life-changing message. 
 


