
Further Thoughts On Questions Answered On Our Bible Answer 
Programs Of September 12 and 13, 2022) 

 
There were a couple of questions on our programs of September 12 and 
13 that call for further explanation. They include the following: 
 
Question:  Who Is Peter Speaking About? (2 Peter 2:20-22) 
 
This question concerned the identity of the people that are addressed in 
these three verses.  
 

For if after they have escaped the filthy things of the world through 
the rich knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they again get 
entangled in them and succumb to them, their last state has become 
worse for them than their first. For it would have been better for them 
never to have known the way of righteousness than, having known it, 
to turn back from the holy commandment that had been delivered to 
them. They are illustrations of this true proverb: “A dog returns to its 
own vomit,” and “A sow, after washing herself, wallows in the mire.” 
(2 Peter 2:20-22 NET) 

 
Are they unbelievers, false prophets, or believers who are acting like 
unbelievers. My view is that he is addressing the believers with a warning 
of what could happen to them.  
 
The following is from the Baylor Handbook of the Greek New Testament 
(Jude and 2 Peter) Peter Davids. 
 

The subject of this verse [chapter 2 verse 20) is reinforced by the 
theological statement of the next verse and then the proverb of verse 
22. [It] is most likely the false teachers … although it could also apply 
to those whom they have deceived by false promises of freedom. 

 
In other words Peter could well be addressing the false prophets directly, 
or, more likely in my opinion, warning believers about what will happen to 
them if they follow after these false prophets. If so, then the subject would 
be believers, not unbelievers. 
 
Another Issue: Where Did The Idea Come From That Lot Was 
Righteous? 
 
There is another question that arises from this passage, namely that Lot 
was a righteous person who was tormented by the actions of the 
Sodomites.  
 

… If he rescued Lot, a righteous man in anguish over the debauched 
lifestyle of lawless men, (for while he lived among them day after day, 
that righteous man was tormented in his righteous soul by the lawless 
deeds he saw and heard) if so, then the Lord knows how to rescue the 
godly from their trials, and to reserve the unrighteous for punishment 
at the day of judgment…(2 Peter 2:7-10 NET). 

 



Where did this idea come from that Lot was a righteous man who was 
tormented by the evil deeds of the people of Sodom? There is nothing in 
the context of Genesis 18 or anywhere else in Scripture that informs us of 
this. 
 
It seems that Peter’s explanatory comment was drawn from writings that 
were available at that time. This includes the Wisdom of Solomon 10:6; 
19:17. The two passages read as follows: 
 

Wisdom rescued a righteous man when the ungodly were perishing; he 
escaped the fire that descended on the Five Cities (Wisdom of 
Solomon 10:6 NRSV Revised Edition) 

 
They were stricken also with loss of sight—just as were those at the 
door of the righteous man—when, surrounded by yawning darkness, 
all of them tried to find the way through their own doors. Wisdom of 
Solomon 19:17 NRSV Revised Edition) 

 
These passages justify what Peter wrote about Lot in 2 Peter chapter two.  
Therefore, we learn that certain truths that were not recorded in Scripture 
were indeed handed down accurately through time. This includes the 
testimony about Lot.  
 
This leads us to the next question that came up. 

 
Question: What Was The Letter To The Laodiceans 
 
Paul’s mention of a letter from the Laodiceans prompted a number of 
attempts to compose such a work. In his letter to the Colossians, he wrote 
the following: 
 

After you have read this letter, read it in the church at Laodicea. Make 
sure that you also read the letter from Laodicea (Colossians 4:16 God’s 
Word). 

 
We know nothing of this letter from Laodicea except from this reference. 
In fact, it is debated as to whether this letter was written by Paul to the 
Laodiceans or that it was another letter of his.  
 
It is possible that Paul was referring to his letter to the Ephesians, which 
was circulating and was, at that time, in Laodicea. If this was the case, then 
Paul was instructing the Colossians to send for another of his letters to 
have it read in the churches—the letter to the Ephesians. 
 
Because of the ambiguous way in which the verse was written, it can be 
understood either way. While it has been assumed to be a letter written by 
Paul that was sent to the Laodiceans, there are those who have contended 
that the letter originated from Laodicea.  
 
And a letter from Laodicea had indeed appeared! This letter to the 
Laodiceans consists of about twenty verses which are taken from a number 
of Paul’s letters.  



 
This patchwork document does not show much creativity. Though 
obviously not one of Paul’s writings, it remained highly valued for a 
number of years in the church. 
 
A few other points need to be addressed. 
 
Writing Was Widespread During Biblical Times 
 

Be warned, my son, of anything in addition to them. There is no end 
to the making of many books, and much study is exhausting to the 
body (Ecclesiastes 12:12 NET). 

 
Therefore, we should not think that the Holy Scriptures were the only 
books written during the biblical period.  
 
Other Writings Were Mentioned 
 
This brings up another important issue. There were other writings 
mentioned in Scripture that are not part of the Bible, what are we to do 
with them?  
 
We have written about this subject extensively. See our books: Are The Right 
Books in the Old Testament? Are The Right Books in the New Testament? and Does 
The Old Testament Apocrypha Belong In The Bible? These all can be downloaded 
for free from our website educatingourworld.com. In fact, the question 
about the letter from Laodicea comes from the book Are The Right Books in 
the New Testament? 
 
Basically, we find that there were books written during the Old Testament 
period that also recorded certain events that are found in the Scripture.  

 
There is something else that should also be added. 
 
The Writers Of Scripture Were Selective 
 
John mentions that Jesus did many more things in His ministry that are not 
recorded: 
 

Now Jesus performed many other miraculous signs in the presence of 
the disciples, which are not recorded in this book. But these are 
recorded so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God, and that by believing you may have life in his name (John 20:30-
31 NET). 

 
He also wrote about the vast deeds of Jesus that are not recorded for us. 
 

There are many other things that Jesus did. If every one of them were 
written down, I suppose the whole world would not have room for the 
books that would be written (John 21:25 NET). 

 



Therefore, the Bible itself claims selectivity. We only have a snapshot of 
the events that occurred in biblical times. We certainly do not have  
everything recorded that Jesus said or did. The same goes for the rest of 
Scripture. Indeed, the things recorded are only a small part of what took 
place.  
 
However, it is this small part that the Lord wants us to know about. 
Therefore, we are to study the written Scripture and not to go beyond that 
which has been written. 
 

I have applied all these things to myself and Apollos for your benefit, 
brothers, that you may learn by us not to go beyond what is written, (1 
Corinthians 4:6 ESV) 

 
We’ll have much more to say about this later. 


