
 

MARCH2023 WHAT’S INSIDE 

We invite you to follow us 

on social media! 

Join Us! 

Sunday Service             

10:00 AM 

OUR MISSION 

"To invite, to receive, and to  

nurture all people in our 

growing community to a fuller  

understanding and loving  

relationship with our Lord 

and Savior, Jesus Christ." 

Special points of interest:  

● Page 2 - Staff Spotlight 

● Page 3 - A Word from  

Pastor Nathan   

● Page 4 - Movers & Shakers 

● Page 7 - Knox Scholarship 

● Page 10 - Compassion Corner 

Located south of the church  

sanctuary and educational wing is the 

Ballard House.  Fair View acquired 

this property in 2005, which sits on 

approximately 5 acres.  It was  

purchased for 1.375M and financed 

through “Spreading Our Wings” 

campaign and institutional financing. 

 

Over the 

years, the  

Ballard 

House has 

been host 

to multiple 
ministries 

and organi-

zations.  

From children and youth to AA 

meetings, it has become an exten-

sion of our facilities.  It has seen 

quilters assembling lap quilts for the 

aging while enjoying fellowship, 

youth who came to know Christ 

within his rooms, to men and wom-

en who took their sobriety one day 

at a time.  A Duke Divinity Student, 

Rev. Rick Schilling, lived there with 

his family, and Girl Scouts have held 

weekly meetings.   

Over the years, all ages have been 

blessed to have access to this home. 

 

Little documentation about the  

original history of the Ballard House 

could be found at the time of this 

article.  It was thought to be built in 

the 1920s by a Mr. and Mrs. Holt-

houser.  Per Otho Davis, 

he believed Mr. Holthouser 

worked in what was called 

the Burlington Lower Mill.  

Otho recalled how he and 

many of the neighborhood 

children walked by the 
house everyday to and 

from school.   

 

Back in 2005, the house was  

purchased by a descendant of the 

Holthouser family, Ruby Ballard

(1920-2012).   

Ruby, at that time, resided in  

Georgia.  Today, the Ballard House, 

continues to be asset in ministry and 

a beautiful reminder of the work He 

has done.    

 
(Special thanks to contributors Jane 

Testerman, Ellar Hicks & Otho Davis) 

THE BALLARD HOUSE 

A Monthly Publication of Fair View United Methodist Church. 
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Senior Minister: Rev. Nathan Finsel 

Office Manager: Jill Lowe 

Music Minister: Joel Everett 

Children’s Ministers: 

Danyel Williams & Krystal Davis 

Nursery Minister: Kimberly Stutts 

Youth Minister: Patty Brotherton 

Fair View United Methodist Church 

1430 Mecklenburg Hwy 

Mooresville, NC 28115 

Email: info@fairviewumc.org 

(704)-664-2880 

www.fairviewumc.org 

CONNECT WITH US 

Office Hours:  Monday - Friday 

 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

What do you love most about your work at Fair View? 

What brought you to Fair View? 

I started coming to Fair View when I was around six when I would visit my grand-

parents from New Jersey for the summers. When I moved to the area after college 

I began attending regularly.   

 I love seeing the kids begin to put the story together and ask the questions that will 

help them build their developing relationship with God  

Exodus 14: 13-14 “Moses answered the people, “Do not be afraid. Stand firm 

and you will see the deliverance the LORD will bring you today. The  

Egyptians you see today you will never see again. The LORD will fight for you; 

you need only to be still.”” 

What was your least favorite food as a child? Do you still dislike it 

or do you love it now?  

Krystal Davis 
Fair View  

Children’s Minister 

Seafood was something that I refused to eat growing up, I now enjoy seafood 

occasionally.   

Favorite Bible Verse?   

Favorite Movie?  
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Are there special places where 

you feel closer to God? 

Where you want to pray more, 

become aware of God in a  

different way? Where you feel 

you should take off your shoes 

because you have stumbled into 

holy ground? 

For a lot of people that place is 

in nature. For me, one of those 

places is by the ocean. There is 

something about the vastness, 

the water coming in and out, the 

crash of the waves that calls me 

to pause and breathe, even as it 

leaves me breathless in awe. It is 

definitely a place that lead me to 

pray and draws me closer to 

God. I also feel closer to God in 

places that are dedicated to pray-

er, like worship spaces, churches, 

and places of retreat. The fact 

that people have been going 

there for such a long time to 

pray, to worship and to connect 

to God often inspires me to pray 

as well. 

 

Of course we can pray any-

where. God doesn’t live in  

man-made temples. Jesus’  

presence fills every part of the 

universe. We can find him in our 

car, at work, in the kitchen, fold-

ing laundry, mowing the lawn. 

But at the same time, certain 

places can help us to pray. It is 

true that God is present every-

where. The problem is 

that we are not always present 

where we are. We get distracted 

easily, with so many things re-

quiring our attention. Jacob’s 

words may as well have 

been ours: “Surely the Lord was 

in this place, and I was not aware 

of it.” (Gen. 

28:16) 

Of all the 

things the dis-

ciples could 

have asked 

Jesus to teach 

them, their 

only request 

was this: Lord, 

teach us to 

pray. He gives 

them the words of the Lord’s 

Prayer, but not before giving 

them the guidelines which are 

found in Matthew 6:6. 

 

In this time of preparation, you 

are invited to think about the 

place where you will pray during 

Lent. It could be good for you to 

find a specific place to pray for 

these 40 days of Lent. Arrange 

the space so that you will 

want to pray there. You may 

want to have a separate room in 

your house that you can use for 

this. Or maybe there is a chair 

that you want to put aside for 

this holy practice, with a piece of 

art or a candle. That could also 

be a visual cue – something that 

reminds you and calls you to 

pray each time you see it. 

 

Take these 40 days to prepare 

your heart. Finding the secluded 

place, the holy ground, to simply 

sit and be honest before the 

Lord. That you may see his grace 

at work in the everyday  

encounters and appreciate all the 

more what is given through 

Christ in Easter. 

 

Prayer 

Lord, give us the grace to be aware 

of your presence. 

May we make this season of Lent a 

conscious and deliberate  

journey, being sensitive to your  

daily activities on our behalf as we 

meditate on our own limitations and 

the grace you will show us at  

Easter. 

 

In Christ Name, 

Amen 

 
Pastor Nathan 

Finsel and his  

family have been 

with Fair View 

UMC since June, 

2020. 

 

 
You can reach him via email at:  

nfinsel@wnccumc.net  
Office hours are Tues, Wed. and 

Thur. from 9:00 a.m. to  

1:00 p.m. and other times by  

appointment. 
 

Q: What are some of your hobbies? 
A: Playing Guitar, Camping and 

enjoys playing all sorts of board 

games, card games and outdoor 

sports. 

“Here’s what I want you to 
do: Find a quiet, secluded 
place so you won’t be  
tempted to role-play before 
God. Just be there as simply 
and honestly as you can  
manage. The focus will shift 
from you to God, and you 
will begin to sense his grace.  

Matthew 6:6 (Message) 
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Movers & Shakers 

Page 4 

Bestselling author Lisa Wingate brings to life startling 

stories from actual “Lost Friends” 

advertisements that appeared in Southern  

newspapers after the Civil War, as newly freed 

slaves desperately searched for loved ones who had 

been sold away. 

Louisiana, 1875: In the tumultuous era of Recon-

struction, three young women set off as unwilling 

companions on a perilous quest: Hannie, a freed 

slave; Lavinia, the 

pampered heir to 

a now 

destitute  

plantation; and 

Juneau Jane, 
Lavinia’s Creole 

half sister. Each 

carries private 

wounds and 

powerful secrets 

as they head for Texas, following roads rife with vigi-

lantes and soldiers still fighting 

a war lost a decade before. For Lavinia and Juneau 

Jane, the journey is one of stolen inheritance 

and financial desperation, but for Hannie, torn from 

her mother and siblings before slavery’s end, the 

pilgrimage west reignites an agonizing question: 

Could her long-lost family still be out there? Beyond 

the swamps lie the limitless frontiers of Texas and, 

improbably, hope. 

Amazon Hard Cover 13.09 Used (5.50) 

Kindle 12.99 

Paperback 10.58 
 

Upcoming Studies 
 April 10            

The Incredible Winston Browne by Sean Dietrich 

Lead by: Alisa Nance 

 May 9   

The Personal Librarian by Marie Benedict & Victoria 

Christopher Murray 

Lead by: Karen Caldwell  

 June 12            

The Water Keeper by Charles Martin 

Lead by: Brenda Harvey 

 

Book Group 

The Book of Lost Friends 
By Anita Wingate 

 

Mon. Mar. 6 

6:30 p.m. 

Wesley Classroom 
Discussion to be 

lead by Sara 

McMinn. 

The February 16th 

meeting of the Movers & 

Shakers was extremely 

small because life  

interfered.  Several 

members were unable to 

attend because of illness 

or last minute appoint-

ments.  Those who were 

able to attend enjoyed a friendly conversation  

followed by a fabulous lunch and a yummy dessert 

at The Barcelona.  

 

On March 16th, the group will gather at church at 

10 am and journey over to Salisbury, NC.  The 
goal is to take Fair 

View member,  

Sylvia Caldwell, 

who lives in the 

Salisbury area, out 

for lunch and then 

take in some sights or shopping.  

Please RSVP for this or any of the monthly  

outings.  Call 704-664-4274 or email  

mommamary1@windstream.net.   

 

If you have any suggestions of places to eat or  

visit, please pass on to Mary Stutts.   

The group enjoys a day of fun, food and  

fellowship, so you will great time.  

 

 

 

March 16– Visit Downtown Salisbury  

with Sylvia Caldwell 

April 20 – Shelton or Childress Vineyards 

May 18– Reed Gold Mine 

June 15– Flowers for Hospice 

July 20 – Painting (Canvas or Ceramic) or Craft 

August 17 – Billy Graham Library 

September 21 – Movie and Lunch 

October 19 – Tiger World 

November 16 – Grove Park Inn or a play 

December 21 - Potluck 

Movers and Shakers 

Upcoming Activities 
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Upper Room Devotion  

& Prayer Group 
The Upper Room Prayer Group begins each 

meeting with 

prayer and 

scripture be-

fore turning 

to the Upper 

Room Devo-

tional for a 

time of read-

ing and dis-

cussion. Our 

group is made up of regulars but always  

welcoming to anyone that wants to join 

us, any time.  

The Upper Room is the daily Methodist devo-
tional that can be found on the table in the  

narthex. Pick up the Mar/Apr issue!  
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Meeting Every Wednesday 

11:00 a.m. to Noon 

Wesley (portable classroom) 

The Faith Study Group invites you to join them 

for study and fellowship in Wesley. There is  

typically a six-week study that contains a 30-

minute video, followed by questions/discussion. 

Most studies 

stand alone 

but offer a 

building em-

phasis or 

theme. Join 

for a single 

study or on a regular basis. Wesley is the port-

able classroom nearest the highway.  

 

The current study is Chip Ingram’s Why I Be-
lieve - Straight Answers to Honest Questions 

About God, the Bible & Christianity 

This six session study includes the following 

topics: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A potluck meal is shared on the second Mon-

day and there is always plenty!  Come check 

out the group and then stay for Book Group! 

Faith Study Group 

Each Monday 

5:30 p.m. 

2nd Monday Nights - potluck 

Wesley (portable classroom) 

United Methodist Men 
The United Methodist Men enjoy a great 

time of fellowship every 2nd Sunday  

morning before 

church service.   

The cooks arrive  

early to prepare for 

breakfast at 8:00 a.m., 

followed by a  

devotion & meeting.   

Recently, they noted that they had more 

supplies to replenish the Care Bags for the 

community to pick-up and deliver to our  

at-risk and homeless neighbors.   

It was also noted that there was a great  

turn-out for roadside pickup last month with 

9 participants recognized.  

Save the date for their annual yard sale  

fundraiser scheduled for May 6th.   

Next Meeting 

Sun. Mar. 12 

8:00 a.m. 

Fellowship Hall 

FELLOWSHIP GROUPS 

Faith Study Group  
The Adult Monday Sunday School Class 
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Our Backpack Ministry is now supporting 15 

children from Coddle Creak Elementary 

whose families deal with food insecurities. We 

appreciate the Fair View Church Family's sup-

port to help us bless these children and their 

families.  

Visit our website regularly, where the most  

pressing needs are found. 
 

 Ramen Noodles 

 Mac 'n Cheese 

 Jelly 

 Hormel Complete  

      Dinners 

 Peanut Butter 

 Jelly 
 Juices or  

low-sugar juice  

     pouches 
 Snack-pack Pudding 

Cups 
 Instant Mashed  

Potato Pouches 

 Canned Chicken 

or Tuna 
 Canned  

Vegetables 

 Ritz Crackers 

 Hormel Chili 

 Oatmeal 

 Grits 
 Progresso  

Chicken Soup 
 Nature Valley 

Granola Bars 
 Motts Ind.  

Applesauce 

For the month of March, we are collecting items and 

monetary donations for HOMe.   

 

Their immediate needs are:   

 Toilet Brushes (6-8),  

 All-Purpose Cleaner 

 Laundry Detergent 

 Full-Sized Individual Body Wash 

 Shampoo and Conditioner 

 Toilet Paper.   

 
Visit their website, www.hopeofmooresville.org, for 
more information about their organization and to find 

their Amazon wish list, if you’d like to donate directly. 

 

Thank you to everyone who gave to our February 

Mission Outreach for the Lake Norman Humane 

organization.  Their mission is to rescue,  

rehabilitate and rehome pets in need within the 

Mooresville community and surrounding  

areas.  They are a 501(c)(3) non-profit and rely 

entirely on the generosity of donors and  

supporters to continue their programs.  

 
The following items 

can be donated any-

time at their location 

or you can find their 

Amazon wish list on 

our website under 

Missions, if you want 

to make a donation 

online. 

 Disinfectant bleach 

 Towels, new or used 

 Blankets, new or used 

 Cat Litter 

 Dish Detergent 

 Paper Towels 

 Trash Bags 

 Rescue Brand Disinfectant 

 Nylabone for dogs and puppies 

2106 Charlotte Hwy 

Mooresville, NC 28115 

MISSION 
HOMe provides temporary housing for 

homeless women and children.   

VISION 
Our vision is to provide restorative 

care in our community for those in a 

housing crisis. “….with faith, hope and 

love… But the greatest of these is 

love.” 1 Corinthians 13  

Backpack Ministry  
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The Chosen Bible Study 

Approximately 35 individuals attended Ash 

Wednesday Services at Fair View on Wed. 

Feb. 22nd. 

 

Ash Wednesday is the first day of Lent, 

which occurs 46 days before Easter.  The 

season of Lent (40 days not including  

Sunday) is marked by repentance, fasting, 

reflection and ultimately celebration.    It 

represents  Christ’s time of temptation in 

the wilderness where he fasted and where 

He was tempted by Satan. 

 

Many give up something of value to them 

during this season, and it reflects a time that 
believers can be intentional about  

focusing Christ’s life, ministry and  

sacrifice. 

Ash Wednesday Service 

The back of Kathy Schilling’s SUV as she loaded up 

to deliver meals the week of Feb. 19.   

Preparations are underway to prepare for 

the 2023 Knox Scholarship Award.  

  

The Fair View United Methodist Church 

Scholarship was established under the will 

of Elizabeth D. Knox, a life-long member of 

Fair View United Methodist Church.   

The purpose of the Fair View United Meth-

odist Church Scholarship is to  

provide scholarships for deserving  

college or university students pursuing a 

degree at any of the United Methodist affili-

ated colleges in the Western North Caroli-

na Conference or to any college in the Uni-

versity of North Carolina  
system including students enrolled and/or 

attending a Community College that is part 

of the North Carolina  Community College 

System.  

 

To learn more about the scholarship or to 

apply, visit our website for more  

information. 

Knox Scholarship 

We’re off to a good 

start with The  

Chosen Bible Study.  

The class immedi-

ately follows Sunday 

service.   

As an interactive 

study, it allows you 

to delve more 

deeply into each 

episode as you ex-

plore the life of Je-

sus.  

 
The Chosen is the first-ever multi-season show 

about the life of Jesus. The series allows viewers 

to see the life of Jesus through the eyes of those 

that knew Him. Follow the transformations of 

His followers through the ministry of Jesus as 

He journeys to change the world.  Currently, 

the series is on Season 3, which can be watched 

via the Chosen App or angel.com/watch 
Weekly meetings starting in March will be held 

in the Church Fellowship Hall. 
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Agape Class  

Jean Newman, Agape Class co-leader, plans to 

reach out to current members to discuss a future 

study.  The class normally meets on the first and 

third Thursdays at 7:00 pm via Zoom.   

Spotlight Member Ministry 

UMCOR is the humani-

tarian arm of The United 

Methodist Church. 

UMCOR provides  

humanitarian relief when 

war, conflict or natural 

disaster for people in 

more than 80 countries including the United 

States.  

Your gifts to UMCOR Sunday lay the foundation 

to share God’s love with communities  

everywhere. The special offering underwrites 

UMCOR’s “costs of doing business.” This helps 

UMCOR to keep the promise that 100% of any 

gift to a specific UMCOR project will go toward 

that project, not administrative costs.  

Each week, in the church  

Narthex, a greeting card will 

be available to be signed by  

everyone attending Sunday 

service.   

The card will then be mailed 

to our Spotlight Member that 

week.  Individuals cards, phone 

calls and prayers are still  

encouraged.   

We appreciate Sandra Kasmer 

for overseeing this ministry, 

To Our Church Family, 

  
My family and I are so very grateful for 

the love and support of our church family 

following the loss of our beloved  

husband, father and Gdaddy.   

The cards, text messages, flowers, and 

food were so appreciated.  Your love and 

prayers have sustained us.  During his 

time as your lay leader, Jeff greeted you 

each Sunday with “Good Morning, 

Church” because that is who you are – 

“The Body of Christ” at Fair View.   

Thank you for being that for us during 

this difficult time. 

  

Melia Richardson 

March 19, 2023 
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Fellowship Lunch Bunch 

The Fellowship Lunch Bunch is honored to 

keep Duane Carter’s vision for this group to 

fellowship over a meal following service.  The 

group meets on the THIRD SUNDAY each 

month.  

Mark your calendar for Sun. March 19, to 

meet at The Barcelona on South Main in 

Mooresville housed by the Mooresville  

Antique Mall and formerly the old Burlington 

Mills.  The group will leave immediately after 

The Chosen Bible Study. 

The Barcelona now opens at 11:00 am, they 

added a lunch special of a 10” pizza along 

with their burgers, chicken, salads and soup.  

Scouting’s February birthday month has 

passed after the Cub Scouts participated in a 

Scout Sunday  

Services at Fair 

View.  

Thanks to all of 

Fair View who 

made all the 

Scouts and their 

families so  

welcome at the Scout Sunday Service.  

 

Scouts also attended earlier in the month 

a countywide Vesper Service at the Rocky 

Mount Church. At the end of the month was 
the annual Blue & Gold Banquet with over 

100 Scouts, family members and guests at-

tending. A former Cub Scout in the Pack, 

James Allan, was recognized to be the 107th 

Eagle Scout known to have been in Pack 

#173. 

 

At the annual Gemstone District (Iredell 

County) Adult Leader Recognition Banquet, 

Pack # 173 was awarded the Shutterbug 

Award for having the most Pack # 173 news-

paper articles in the local papers and online in 

2022 than any other Scouting Unit in the 

county. The Pack was also awarded a gold 

level recognition in Journey to Excellence. 

This award was based on membership growth 

in 2022, advancement in rank by the Scouts, 

community service hours, outdoor activities 

as well as other areas of growth and achieve-

ment. 

 

In addition to the weekly Den and Patrol 

Meetings with the Scouts and their leaders, 

with spring almost here, the outdoor activities 

will include a county-wide 

camporee for the older Cub 

Scouts, Cub Scouts Olympics 

and finally a Pack family 

camping weekend at the Lake 

Norman Sate Park. 

SCOUTING AROUND WITH PACK #173 Communion for the Home Bound 

If you, or someone you 

know, is homebound 

and would like to  

request one of our 

Communion Stewards 

to administer  

Communion, please call 

the church office to schedule a time.   

Communion Stewards have been trained to 

administer communion and are Stephen  

Ministers and Congregants.  We appreciate 

their service to the church body. 
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MARCH HAPPENINGS 

Mrs. Danyel and Ms. Krystal 

Fair View Children’s Ministers 

fairviewkidz@yahoo.com 

COMPASSION CORNER 

VBS JULY 17-21 

Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every 

word that comes from the mouth of God’.” Matthew 4:4 

KIDZ NEWZ 

We would like to send a 

huge Happy Birthday 

shoutout to Rehan who will 

turn 8 years old on March 

23rd!   

Rehan is the Williams  

Compassion Child from 

East Indonesia. 

 
To learn more about Compassion International, 

please reach out to Krystal or Danyel.  

If you sponsor a Compassion child, we would 

love to see pictures and share them in our 

newsletters monthly, please send a brief bio and 

picture of your Compassion child to  

KrystalDavis312@gmail.com for them to be  

featured in the Compassion Corner. 

Church and Community Families 

are invited to join 

Fair View Kidz for 

a unique walk-thru 

Easter experience 

Sat. March 25th 10am-12pm. 

The walk begins at the Harrison 

Pavilion; rain location in the  

Fellowship Hall.  

25 

Join the Professor and Super Meer as 

young Heroes learn to strive for the 

things that bring peace and the things 

that build each other up as we are 

taught in Romans 14:19. 

We are currently in the process of planning for 

VBS 2023- Hero Hotline.  

 

 

 

IF SO, WE NEED YOU!! Please contact Krystal or 

Danyel and keep an ear open for our next planning 

meeting. 

Are you crafty and willing to help 

create decorations?  

Are you willing to lead a session or 

walk kids from session to session?  

Can you help make dinner each night 

for the kids and adults in attendance?  

Are you willing to help pass out flyers 

to local schools, childcare facilities, 

community news boards?  

All VBS Volunteers need to have an  

updated Safe Sanctuary training  

completed prior to July 1, 2023. 
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MARCH 15 

David & Diane Ryon 

MARCH 5 

Toby & Phyllis Rufty 

HAPPY MARCH BIRTHDAY 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 

Jo Ann Neill 

3 

Andrew Bregoli 

4 

Christal  

Pringnitz 

5 6 7 8 

Nora Potocnak 

Don Stiel 

9 10 11 

Marcia Wright 

12 13 

Bekah White 

14 15 

Kayden  

Brotherton 

16 

 

17 18 

James Knox 

19 20 

Kristen Ryon 

21 22 

Carrigan 

McCann 

Jackson Parrott 

23 

Peyton  

Williams 

24 

Jane Testerman 

25 

Kelsey Goard 

26 27 28 

Karen  

Caldwell 

29 

Jonathan  

Robertie 

30 

Stephanie  

Harrington 

31 

Doug Agan 

Lisa Jones 

 



Fair View UMC 

P. O. Box 27 

Mt. Mourne, NC 28023 

TO: 

Each month, the current edition of the 

large print Upper Room is placed in the 

narthex labeled with the names of  

several individuals.  The goal is for a Fair 

View Church member to choose one of 

the devotions and deliver it to that  

individual.  Not only does that person 

receive the devotional, but it allows for a 

short visit to brighten their day.  When 

you see the new Upper Rooms out, 

please consider taking one to deliver.  If 

you need the address, the church office 

can get it for you.  We know this act of  

service will be a blessing to you! 


