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SERMON SUMMARY

This week launches a new series called “Becoming the Church” — an honest look at what the Church is actually
supposed to be according to the New Testament, compared to what it has become after 2,000 years of drift.
Pastor Jenna opens by asking a challenging question: if we stripped away everything we have added to church
over the centuries, does what’s left actually match what Jesus intended? Drawing from Acts 1 and the early church
in Acts, she argues that the one thing the first disciples had that we most often lack isn’t knowledge, gifting, or
commitment — it’s a radical dependence on the Holy Spirit. Jesus told the disciples not to go anywhere until the
Spirit showed up. The early church didn’t run their programs and ask God to bless them; they followed where the
Spirit was already moving, and God used them to do what no human effort alone could accomplish. The question
for K1 is this: are we a Spirit-led, Spirit-empowered church, or are we a smart, savvy, and self-sufficient one?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1 Pastor Jenna described “mission drift” — the way organizations slowly lose sight of their original purpose
through many small changes. Where do you think the American church has drifted furthest from what Jesus
originally intended?

2 Jesus told his disciples — who were already trained, prepared, and fully committed to the mission — to wait.
Why do you think clarity and commitment alone aren’t enough to fulfill the mission of the church?

3 Pastor Jenna drew a contrast between a church that “makes plans and then asks God to bless them” versus one
that asks “God, where are you moving and how can we join you?” Which describes how you tend to approach
decisions in your own life?

4 The early church in Acts expected the Spirit to show up and move. Do you find yourself actually expecting God
to do things that only God can do? What does your prayer life reveal about that?

5 Pastor Jenna said we can run programs, lead worship, preach sermons, and organize outreach without
including the Spirit at all. Where in your own life or faith have you been “doing the things” while quietly
stopping to expect God to actually move?

6 Moses said, “If you don’t personally go with us, don’t make us leave this place.” That is Pastor Jenna’s prayer for
K1. What would it look like for you personally to live with that level of dependence on the Spirit this week?
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