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MAIN POINT
Every believer is responsible to God to understand his or her identity in Christ, to be 
continually conformed to His image, and to represent Him before others.

INTRODUCTION
 When have you been asked to fill a role or do a job that you didn’t feel qualified 
 to complete?

 What helped you overcome your initial discomfort?

 How do you see your general role as a member of this church and God’s kingdom?

All of us have been there at some point in life, especially when it comes to our journey of 
faith. We’ve experienced God urging us to step outside our comfort zone. The good news for 
the believer is that whom God calls, He always equips. This applies to our important role as 
priests before God, too. But before we look to how we are to function, it’s important to nail 
down our identity in Him.

UNDERSTANDING
READ 1 PETER 2:9.
 Looking at verse 9, which of these descriptions of believers most captures your 
 attention? Which do you find most challenging to grasp?

 What was the role of a priest for Israel?

 In what ways do believers fill this role for one another today?

Earlier in verse 5, Peter described believers as priests who offer spiritual sacrifices. As 
Israel was God’s chosen people, believers are a chosen race. We are also a royal priesthood, 
belonging both to the family of the King and to the priestly family. We are a holy nation, 
a people for His possession, as Israel had been. Our purpose as the people of God is 
to proclaim the praises of God. We exist to praise God for what He has done for us in 
Christ, calling us out of the darkness and into His marvelous light. This is both a personal 
responsibility and a corporate one.

READ 1 PETER 2:10.
In this verse, Peter reminds believers of who we were before coming to Christ. Having 
considered our identity in Christ, we are compelled to consider our responsibilities to Him 
and others.

 What did Peter mean when he said we were once not a people? 
 Why do you think it was important for Peter to remind us of this?

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+PETER+2%3A9&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+PETER+2%3A10&version=NLT


 As Christians, what kind of people are we now?

 What does it mean to you that you now belong to a people, God’s church?

 What significance does this truth have for you as a believer and for us as a church?  
 What does it mean for those outside the church?

Remembering our former state of not belonging, what a joy it is to now enjoy the fellowship 
of God’s people. Remembering what it was like to be under the judgment of God, what a joy 
it is to now enjoy His mercy. It’s important to remember that we now have a responsibility to 
each other and to those outside the church to take this important message of reconciliation 
and belonging to them.

APPLICATION
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their 
lives.

 What spiritual disciplines or practices help you nurture your identity as a priest of   
 God?

 What are our responsibilities as priests both inside and outside the church?

 Do you have any friends, family, or colleagues to whom you can proclaim God’s 
 praises? 
 
 What can you do this week to impact their lives and demonstrate God’s mercy?

PRAYER
Praise God for His great gift of mercy in bringing us to Him. The wisdom and mercy that God 
has shown in calling us is personally and corporately transformative. Pray for our church and 
our group, that believers will grow together and encourage one another as we come together 
as a royal priesthood. Ask for courage to take this message of hope to those outside that 
they too may find mercy, belonging, and a calling as priests of God.



COMMENTARY
1 PETER 2:9-10
2:9. Peter then identified implications of the new identity that Christians have and are to 
understand. As Israel was God’s chosen people, believers are a chosen race. We are also a 
royal priesthood, belonging both to the family of the King and to the priestly family. We are 
a holy nation, a people for His possession, as Israel had been. Our purpose as the people of 
God and as priests is to proclaim the praises of God. Here we learn the nature of the spiritual 
sacrifices of this new priesthood—praising God. Hebrews 13:15 refers to “a sacrifice of praise.” 
Romans 12:1 speaks of the spiritual worship of offering our “bodies as a living sacrifice” to 
God. Although Peter did not name the sacrifice of our bodies here, the entire passage implies 
it. Such a sacrifice of praise is merited by the nature of what God has done for us in Christ. He 
has called us out of the darkness of our world into His marvelous light in Christ.

2:10. Peter than applied Hosea 2:23 to these largely Gentile congregations. Once they did 
not belong to God’s people Israel, but then they became part of God’s people, the church. 
Formerly they knew nothing of God’s mercy to Israel, but then they received mercy through 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Many believers have a faulty sense of identity as Christians. They may 
see themselves only as church members or as possessing a certainty of a home in heaven. 
Such believers can find their lives transformed by understanding they are part of something 
far greater than themselves. They belong to the new people of God. God now lives in 
them. They are priests serving before God, offering up the sacrifice of praise to Him amid a 
perverted and lost world.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+PETER+2%3A9-10&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+13%3A15&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+12%3A1&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hosea+2%3A23&version=NLT

