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MAIN POINT
Who we believe we are plays a role in our making a difference for the kingdom of God.

INTRODUCTION
 Why do you think identity is somewhat of a buzzword in our culture?

 What are some ways people identify themselves?

Some of us find our identities in our families of origin, our spouses, or our children. Many 
others find our identities in what we do. Or we might even find our identities in personality 
assessments set by “experts.” Our culture tells us that our most fundamental identifying 
quality is what we feel and that our deepest longings, desires, and emotions aren’t just parts 
of our identities, they are our identities. In this study, we’ll see that who we believe we are 
defines the way we relate to the world. We’ll consider the role of our identity in making a 
difference for the kingdom of God.

UNDERSTANDING
Pastor Gregg Matte has been quoted saying, “Difference making is getting your eyes off 
yourself and onto something else.” 
 Why do you suppose we naturally focus on ourselves?

 We all want to walk in our true identity, yet many people are confused about who   
 they really are. Why does so much confusion surround this issue?

The longing we feel in our souls is meant to make us look to God. It’s meant to make us 
discover the problem of sin in our hearts that we discussed last week. Far too often, however, 
the longing we feel leads us into further confusion. Until we find our identity in Jesus, we’re 
looking in the wrong places. We’re like sheep who’ve wandered away, not realizing we need a 
Shepherd. It took exile to make the people of Israel realize they had always had a Shepherd.

READ PSALM 79:13.
 How did the exile help the people of Israel realize whose they were?

In Psalm 79, the people of God were processing all that had happened to them. Though God 
distinctly chose to bless Israel, redeemed them from slavery, and gave them a king, Israel 
disregarded Him and began to worship foreign gods. They forgot whose they were. The exile 
gave them needed perspective. From their position they were able to reconnect to the God 
who had never left them. Their circumstances didn’t change, but their reclaimed identity 
made all the difference.

 How does understanding whose we are allow us to hold on to our identity, even when  
 life is hard?



In this verse, we see the disposition of a difference maker. The writer was crying out to God, 
praying that He would rescue His people from exile. He trusted that God would do just that. 
But there’s one reality he didn’t lose sight of, even in the midst of exile: “We, your people, the 
sheep of your pasture.” Even in exile, even without any hope of a return to the promised land 
in sight, the psalmist knew whose he was.

 How does seeing God as a loving Father help us better understand the identity He   
 has given us?

READ GALATIANS 4:4-7.
 Based on these verses, what is the core of every believer’s identity?

 What truth about who you are stands out the most from these verses? Why?

 When you follow Jesus, you’re not only the child of a perfect Father but also a
 member of His family with other brothers and sisters. 
 How can your church community remind you to recognize who you are?

Believing by grace and through faith in the life and ministry of Jesus, we are adopted into 
God’s family. Knowing that we belong to God changes the way we feel about ourselves. This 
gives us perspective. God anchors our identity, freeing us from having to follow the tide of 
our culture. He has also made us members of His family, and He uses that family to shape 
and form our identity in Him. We all tend to forget who we are. That’s why it’s essential to 
surround ourselves with other believers who can remind us to trust our anchor when we 
forget.

The following is called the Difference Maker’s Declaration, by Pastor Gregg Matte. 
I was made for more than watching. I have a history-changing, difference-making, life-giving, 
Spirit-empowered legacy to leave. Jesus, I ask You to work deeply in me and clearly through 
me as I pray, give, and go in Your love. I am a difference maker. In Jesus’ name, amen.

 How do you feel hearing that you have a “history-changing, difference-making” 
 legacy to leave (i.e. excited, intimidated, other)?

 How has your history been changed because of your identity in Jesus?

 How should your identity in Christ shape your life this week?

The God you belong to is the God of history. He uses people like you to make a difference 
and to shape history. It may be only in ways He notices, and that’s OK. You need to realize 
that every human being has eternal significance because every person is made in the image 
of God. When you help someone find their identity and purpose in Christ, you’re working with 
God to change history.

PRAYER
Father, thank You for saving us and bringing us into Your family. Thank You for being a sure, 
steadfast anchor for our souls. We’re grateful for the family You’ve given us. Please help us 
look to You and live from the approval we’ve received from You in Christ. Help us find our 
identity in You and You alone.



COMMENTARY
PSALM 79:13
Upon God’s destruction of Israel’s enemies, his people will praise him forever, thus, bringing 
glory to God, the glory Asaph promised if the Lord would grant his request. This praise will be 
so fervent that it will pass from generation to generation, enduring forever.

GALATIANS 4:4-7
4:4. The Greek word translated “completion” is “pleroma,” indicating that Christ came at the 
perfect time. Factors that made this such a suitable time included: worldwide peace (Pax 
Romana), an excellent road system, and the dominance of one language all across the empire 
(Koine Greek). By these means the gospel spread in ways that would not have been possible 
in earlier times. “God sent His Son, born of a woman” looks back to God’s promise in regard 
to “the seed of the woman” in Genesis 3:15, and it may allude to Christ’s virgin birth (Isaiah 
7:14; Matthew 1:18-25). “Born under the law” refers to the fact that Jesus knew what it was like 
to live under the Mosaic law. This phrase implies that He perfectly kept the whole law, which 
no other human being could do (see notes at Galatians 3:10 and 3:21-23).

4:5-6. One big difference between unbelievers and the underage heir of verses 1-2 is that, 
apart from a relationship with Christ, all people are actually spiritual slaves to sin, which is 
made clear by the law. Thus, it was necessary for Jesus to die; to redeem (Gk “exagoraz;” 
“set free by purchase”) sinners out of the slave market. A second great difference is that 
Christians receive adoption as sons instead of being a son of the bloodline. Jesus Christ is 
the only Son naturally related to God the Father. All other sons (including females, since 
“sonship” was a legal status) are by adoption. “Abba” means “Father” in Aramaic, but it has a 
personal tone, such as “Daddy” or “Papa.”

4:7. Paul’s appeal to those in the churches in Galatia was that the person who tries to be 
justified before God by works is a slave to the Mosaic law. But he who is justified by faith in 
Christ is no longer a slave, but a son, with full rights as an heir to God’s infinite treasures.


