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MAIN POINT
Until we see ourselves as SINNERS in a dark world, we will never see our need of a Savior.

INTRODUCTION
 What is your full name? Do you have any nicknames?

 Do you know the story behind your name? 
 Why did your parents choose to name you what they did?

As John began writing his gospel, the Holy Spirit inspired him to avoid opening his book with 
the name “Jesus.” Instead, John was led to use a different name for Jesus: the Word.

Names are important, and John tied this name for Jesus—the Word—to the story of creation. 
It is extremely significant that the Gospel of John opens with “in the beginning” because it 
echoes the first words of Genesis 1. None of John’s Jewish readers could have read the early 
verses of his gospel without thinking about the creation story in Genesis 1. While other gospel 
writers were led by the Spirit to describe the circumstances of Jesus’ birth, John was led in a 
different direction. He went back to the very beginning of the Bible to demonstrate that Jesus 
was with God in the beginning, existed as a coequal member of the godhead before time 
began, and was one of the members of the trinity who created the heavens and the earth.

UNDERSTANDING
READ JOHN 1:1-2.
 Why does John’s gospel start with “in the beginning” rather than describe Jesus’   
 birth?

 What facts about “the Word” can you find in these verses?

 What significance does Jesus’ being “the Word” bear?

Some religions try to de-emphasize Jesus’ deity. They like to reduce Jesus to the role of a 
teacher or a prophet, not someone who is part of the Godhead. The opening verses of John’s 
gospel clearly demonstrate that Jesus was with God in the beginning, and that the Word 
was God (v. 1). It can’t get any clearer than this! John even declares this fact a second time in 
verse 2: “He [Jesus] was with God in the beginning.”

During this Christmas season, our hearts turn their attention to Jesus. It is important for us 
to remember that although we celebrate the birth of the baby Jesus, this baby was in fact 
God in the flesh. It was a pivotal moment of human history when God stepped into the world 
He created and launched His plan to save humanity from its sin. God’s love for the world did 
not cease in the garden of Eden—His care for humanity continued and was demonstrated 
through Jesus’ coming to earth to live with His creation. Jesus was not just another teacher or 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=JOHN+1%3A1-2&version=NLT


prophet, nor was he simply a good man sharing truth. He was God in the flesh.

READ JOHN 1:3.
 When you read this verse, what kinds of emotions do you experience?

 What are the implications of Jesus being the agent of creation?

 Does this truth contradict anything you’ve been taught about creation previously?

One verse can contain a mountain of information. Such is the case with verse 3. Many people 
believe that God the Father created the world and all that is in it, but John 1:3 tells us that 
Jesus was the One who created everything.

Christmas is a beautiful time of year. We enjoy crisp nights (sometimes...ha!) and fireplaces. 
We enjoy the seasonal changes that have taken place, like the turning of leaves to brilliant 
colors of red, orange, and yellow. The weather turns colder. In many parts of the country, 
snow falls. We see the natural rhythm of the world. We must not forget that Jesus set all 
of this into motion. He created the world in which we live, and established the seasons. 
Christmas is the perfect time of the year to focus on Jesus, our eternal Creator!

READ JOHN 1:4-5.
 What terms does John use to describe Jesus in these verses?

 How do those words cause us to think about the opening chapters of Genesis?

 Who or what fails to comprehend the light (v. 5)?

Although Jesus—the Eternal Word, the Creator, the One who was with God in the beginning—
stepped into human history as a baby and grew up to bear testimony to God and His offer 
of salvation, the people of the world failed to recognize their Creator. To many people, Jesus 
was simply a poor carpenter. He was a teacher. Perhaps a prophet. Or someone whom God 
had blessed with special powers to heal. But He wasn’t God in the people’s minds. He wasn’t 
the long-awaited Messiah. How sad that Jesus, the Creator-God, walked among people of the 
first century and yet was not recognized by them.

This continues today. The church has given witness to the identity and nature of Christ, yet 
people all over the world ignore and discount the testimony of the church. They do not 
believe the testimony of their friends and family members who are believers. They have seen 
the Light, but they have not understood it.

Christmas is a special time of the year in which we acknowledge that God’s Son came into 
the world to save people from the darkness of their sin. The Word became flesh. Jesus lived 
and taught among us. He was—and is—Light in a dark world.

APPLICATION
 What does John’s focus on the pre-existent, creative Christ mean to you? 
 Is there someone with whom you could share this perspective?

 How could you and/or your family focus on Christ during the Advent season?

 Who in your family or circle of friends “has not understood it” (v. 5)? 
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 With whom might you share the Christmas story this month?

PRAYER
Praise Jesus for being the Creator as well as the Savior. This month, intentionally thank the 
God incarnate; praise Jesus for coming to dwell, live, and die for mankind. Share the truth of 
the Light with those who still reside in darkness.

COMMENTARY
JOHN 1:1-5
1:1-18 John’s prologue presents Jesus as the eternal, preexistent Word-become-flesh (vv. 1,14) 
and as the one-of-a-kind Son of the Father who is Himself God (vv. 1,18). Jesus culminated 
God’s plan of salvation. Previous to Jesus this plan included God giving the law through 
Moses (v. 17), His dwelling among His people in the tabernacle (v. 14), and the sending of 
John the Baptist (vv. 6-8,15). The prologue introduces several themes that are emphasized 
later in the Gospel, including Jesus as life, light, and truth, believers as God’s children, and the 
world’s rejection of Jesus.

1:1 In the beginning was the Word echoes Genesis 1:1, “In the beginning God created the 
heavens and the earth.” John located Jesus’ existence in eternity past with God. “The Word” 
(Gk logos) conveys the notion of divine self-expression or speech (Psalms 19:1-4). God’s Word 
is effective. He speaks, and things come into being (Genesis 1:3,9; Isaiah 55:11-12).

1:4-5 The references to life... light, and darkness continue to draw on Genesis themes (Genesis 
1:3-5,14-18,20-31; 2:7; 3:20). Light symbolism is also found in later OT messianic passages 
(Isaiah 9:2; 42:6-7; 49:6; 60:1-5; Malachi 4:2; cp. Luke 1:78-79).

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=JOHN+1%3A1-5&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=JOHN+1%3A1&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=JOHN+1%3A14&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=JOHN+1%3A1&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=JOHN+1%3A18&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=JOHN+1%3A17&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=JOHN+1%3A14&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=JOHN+1%3A6-8&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=JOHN+1%3A15&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1%3A1&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalms+19%3A1-4&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1%3A3&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1%3A9&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+55%3A11-12&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1%3A3-5&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1%3A3-5&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1%3A14-18&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1%3A20-31&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+2%3A7&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+3%3A20&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+9%3A2&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+42%3A6-7&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+49%3A6&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+60%3A1-5&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Malachi+4%3A2&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A78-79&version=NLT

