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MAIN POINT
You can be generous because God will supply all your needs according to His riches in glory 
in Christ Jesus.

INTRODUCTION
 If you could give an extraordinarily generous gift to someone, what would it be and  
 who would you give it to? Why?

 Would you say it is more fun to be generous and extravagant in giving gifts to special  
 people or giving to God? Why?

The way we treat possessions certainly says something to the world about the faith we 
profess. As those living for the kingdom, we ought to hold loosely to the material things of 
this world, choosing instead to focus our attention on the spiritual realm. We must become 
like Christ in our relationship to material things. Today, we will see that we can be generous 
because God will supply all our needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.

UNDERSTANDING
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular 
topic.

READ MATTHEW 6:19-24.
 In your own words, what was Jesus’ warning to His people in this passage?

 What affect do moths, rust, and thieves have on valuable objects? 
 What was Jesus’ intention with this illustration?

The present tense verb here can best be translated, “Stop storing up treasures on earth!” But 
Jesus did specifically command us to store up in heaven. Moths are universally known as a 
destructive force (Job 4:19; Isaiah 50:9; 51:8). Burglary was especially common in the day of 
mud-brick homes. Break is the Greek term meaning “break through.” It literally means “dig 
through.” There is no permanence in this world. You cannot take your treasure with you into 
the next world, but you can send it on ahead through kingdom-oriented stewardship.

 The statements Jesus made in verses 19-20 are very similar, but what was the key   
 difference? 
 What separates earthly treasures from heavenly (spiritual) treasures?     
 What do treasures in heaven look like? How do we acquire them?

 Why are we so tempted to pursue earthly treasures when heavenly ones have such   
 greater value?

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=MATTHEW+6%3A19-24&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job+4%3A19&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+50%3A9&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+51%3A8&version=NIV


Jesus challenged His followers to invest in the things of eternity. Unlike earthly treasures, 
spiritual treasures aren’t material possessions that bring us temporary satisfaction. Rather, 
they’re the benefits we’ll get one day for our faithful service to God while on earth—such as 
salvation from sin, eternity in His presence, an inherited place in the kingdom of God 
(1 Peter 1:3-5), and perfect, glorified bodies (1 Corinthians 15). These are the rewards to which 
we look forward.

READ MATTHEW 6:25-32.
 What are three specific reasons Jesus gave for not worrying about the basic 
 provisions of life?

 What’s required for us to take seriously Jesus’ instruction not to worry about the 
 necessities of life?

 How essential is the doctrine of creation to Jesus’ teaching on worry?

Jesus asked rhetorically, “Isn’t life more than food and the body more than clothing?” (v. 25). 
Is the only source for fulfillment and meaning to our lives what we eat and what we wear? Of 
course not. Jesus established the fact that worry is illogical for the child of God. If God is the 
Creator of the world and us, then will He not also provide for our needs? From this passage 
we are told not to worry because we can trust our Creator God with the details (v. 25), worry 
interferes with what we’re called to do today (v. 26), and worry causes us more harm than 
good (v. 27).

READ MATTHEW 6:33.
 What is the relationship between worry, seeking God’s kingdom first, and a lifestyle of
 generosity? 
 Can a person seek God’s kingdom first and not be a generous giver? Explain.

 What promise is attached to this command? 
 What “things” did Jesus promise to provide?

Typically, we give priority to the things that concern us most. So many of our anxieties would 
be solved if only we trusted the Lord with what is best for us. Jesus said that whatever we 
need for life—food, clothing, and drink—will be provided by Him. Further, the Lord doesn’t 
simply want to keep us functioning at bare minimum. Jesus said that He came so that we 
“may have life and have it in abundance” (John 10:10). Certainly, that does not mean that life 
will be without difficulties for us, but it does mean that we can trust the Lord to always have 
our best interest in mind.

As we recognize this central truth, we are able to better ascribe or remove value from various 
priorities in our lives. Seeking the kingdom of God first in our lives will enable us to better 
give time and attention to the things that truly matter for His glory.

READ PHILIPPIANS 4:19.
 Do you ever struggle to trust the truth in this verse? Why or why not? 
 How does a believer draw on God’s unlimited resources in daily life (v. 19)?

 How do you know the difference between things you need and things you want? 
 Why is it important for us to know and believe that our sovereign God provides for us?

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+1%3A3-5&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+15&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=MATTHEW+6%3A25-32&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+10%3A10&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=PHILIPPIANS+4%3A19&version=NIV


Paul assured his Philippian friends that God was well able to take care of all of their needs. 
Notice that Paul did not say that God would take care of their wants or desires. The New 
Testament nowhere suggests that all of our desires will be met because of our commitment 
to God in Christ. God will supply all of His people’s needs through His own riches in glory. 
God has an abundant supply and He can take care of our needs in a glorious manner through 
Jesus Christ.

APPLICATION
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their 
lives.

 What would change in your life this week if you were to choose generous giving over  
 accumulating? What scares you about that?

 How have you seen God use someone’s generosity to make a difference in the lives of  
 people? 
 How might He use the generosity of this group to make a difference in the lives of   
 people?

 Be specific. How can you be generous this week? This month? This year?

PRAYER
Thank God for His generosity toward you on every occasion and in every circumstance. Ask 
Him to reveal opportunities to give and to give you the courage to step up and give despite 
any obstacles or objections you might have.

COMMENTARY
MATTHEW 6:19-33
6:19-20 Jesus emphasized the fleeting value of worldly wealth. The larvae of the moth could 
quickly destroy valuable fabrics that were treasured by the ancients. The word rust is literally 
“eating.” It can refer to the pitting of metal coins or to vermin that ruin valuable food stores.

6:21 Jesus taught that a person’s heart truly belongs to what it most treasures. Since 
a disciple is to love God with all his heart (22:37; Deuteronomy 6:4), love for material 
possessions and riches is a subtle form of idolatry (Colossians 3:5).

6:22-23 In Jewish writings, a good eye represented a generous attitude and a bad eye a 
stingy, miserly attitude. The bad eye (an improper perspective on wealth) results in a deep 
internal darkness, a moral blindness that diminishes the ability to see and pursue what is 
good.

6:25 Isn’t life more than food is a rabbinic style of argument. It reasons that if God does a 
greater thing for us, He will also do lesser things. Specifically, if God created you (the greater 
accomplishment), He is certainly capable of feeding you (a lesser accomplishment).

6:26 Jesus here reversed His previous argument and reasoned that if God bothers to do 
a lesser thing (feed the birds), He will assuredly accomplish the greater thing of feeding 
humans.

6:27 The words translated as add a single cubit to his height probably refer to longevity (see 
textual note, “add one moment to his life-span”). Worry is futile and cannot prolong your life.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=MATTHEW+6%3A19-33&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=MATTHEW+22%3A37&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy+6%3A4&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+3%3A5&version=NIV


6:30 Jesus revealed that the real cause of anxiety is when disciples have little faith, meaning 
doubt about God’s power and disbelief in His desire to provide for His children.

6:32 Obsession with material possessions displays the warped priorities of idolaters 
(Colossians 3:5).

6:33 The disciple who values the reign of God over his life and who diligently pursues 
righteous living can trust God to satisfy his needs.

PHILIPPIANS 4:19
The Philippians’ obedience and generosity would bring God’s reward, giving encouragement 
and expectation to the readers (v. 19). As they met all of Paul’s needs (v. 16), so God would 
meet all their needs. God does this out of the abundance of His treasury, a glorious resource 
without limits. How does one draw from these unlimited resources? Through Christ Jesus. 
Only those in Him have access to God’s account and can ask Him to meet their needs.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+3%3A5&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=PHILIPPIANS+4%3A19&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=PHILIPPIANS+4%3A16&version=NIV

