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MAIN POINT
Our culture views marriage as a contract, a legal agreement based on mutual distrust. God’s 
design for marriage is for it to be a covenant based on mutual commitment.

INTRODUCTION
 Finish the following sentence: Marriage is...

 What are some wrong ideas people have about marriage these days?

There is a lot of confusion about marriage and a lot of defeat and despair in marriage. You 
live in a sin-cursed world, so marriage won’t be perfect. However, if you understand God’s 
design for marriage and seek to follow His commands, you’ll find joy and fulfillment in the 
relationships He gives you. That’s not because the people in those relationships will do 
everything right, but because God in you is engaged in the continual process of making 
everything right.

UNDERSTANDING

READ MALACHI 2:13-14.
 Why were the people of Judah weeping and groaning before God?

 Why did the Lord no longer respect the people’s offerings?

Some of the men in Judah were divorcing the wives they married in their youth to marry 
younger women. God’s plan for marriage is a life-long monogamous relationship between 
one man and one woman. Divorce profaned the sanctuary because people continued to offer 
their sacrifices, despite their marital betrayals. As a result, God refused to respond favorably 
to their offerings—hence their tears. Our relationships with each other impact our relationship 
with the Lord because ongoing and habitual sin renders worship meaningless.

 When you hear the word “covenant,” what comes to mind? 
 How would you define that word?

 Where in these verses do you find evidence that marriage is a covenant, not a 
 contract?

 All of us have broken commitments in some aspect of life, even if it was 
 unintentional. None of us have served our loved ones flawlessly. 
 What is the proper response when we realize we have fallen short?

 As believers, how can we rely on God’s faithfulness to help us fulfill our commitments?

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=MALACHI+2%3A13-14&version=NLT


God expects all believers to fulfill their responsibilities, promises, and commitments. We 
should take all of our commitments very seriously—when we fall short of our commitments, 
we need to repent. As God’s people, we are to act in love and respect one another. It’s never 
too late to repent and do the right thing. We can rely on Christ’s example and pray that the 
Holy Spirit will empower us to live as God commands us. God is faithful to lead us, guide us, 
and empower us to live out our faith.

READ EPHESIANS 5:21.
 How would you define submission? Who was addressed in this verse?

Christians owe one another mutual submission. This means that they are willing to 
condescend to bear one another’s burdens. It means that they aren’t bent on advancing 
themselves above one another, but instead seek the interest of one another. Christians do not 
domineer over one another, but yield to one another with a humble posture. Both Paul and 
Jesus Christ are examples of those that condescended to bear the burden of another.

 What reason are we given to submit to one another? 
 Where do we get the power to do this?

 Why do we tend to think submitting to another person is an assault on our dignity?

Submission doesn’t imply losing your sense of worth or self. It is a voluntary and loving choice 
to follow in a way that displays how Christians follow Jesus. Christians don’t submit because 
someone forces them to do so; they submit voluntarily, not because other people deserve 
it necessarily, but out of reverence for Christ. Though marriage is a blessing from God, His 
primary purpose in it is not to make you happy. It’s to make you holy.

 Where in this passage do you find evidence that marriage is a covenant, not a 
 contract?

 How is Jesus’ work on the cross an example of submission for us?

 What benefit is submission to you if you are married? 
 What value does this verse have for you if you aren’t married?

When Christians mutually submit out of reverence to Christ, two results occur. First, they 
glorify God by the testimony of their lives. It’s a strange thing for the world to see people 
seeking the interest of others above themselves. Mutual submission is counter-cultural and 
can help the unbelieving world to see the reality of God.

Secondly, wherever there is a posture of love and humility that is manifested in mutual 
submission, the unity and the work of the church will flourish. Mutual submission results in a 
church body that is harmonious and productive.

READ PSALM 34:3.
 How does this verse challenge or encourage you in your current relationships?

 How would you counsel someone who is in a marriage where they are exalting the   
 Lord but their spouse is not? 
 How would you counsel someone who is in a dating 
 relationship where they are exalting the Lord but their significant other is not?
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Marriage as a covenant, not a contract, means you determining to do your part. And in Christ, 
your part is to pursue Jesus above anything else. When you submit to another person, you 
exalt the Lord. The world will tell you it’s all about you. But when you’re pursuing Jesus it’s 
different.

APPLICATION
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their 
lives.

 Refer back to your answer given in the introduction. 
 Based on today’s study, how would you now finish the sentence that begins, 
 “Marriage is... “?

 What changes would take place in your life this week if you were to truly live as   
 though your marriage is a covenant and not a contract?

PRAYER
Thank God for His gift of covenant relationship to you through His Son Jesus Christ. Ask God 
to strengthen the marriages represented at our church based on the truths of His Word. Ask 
Him to help you reflect the submissiveness and sacrificial love God desires you to show each 
other.

COMMENTARY
MALACHI 2:13-14
2:13-14. To marry pagan women, some men were divorcing their Jewish wives to whom they 
had sworn faithfulness before God. Another thing you do is not the weeping of verse 13, but 
introduces the issue of divorce in verse 14 (you cover could be rendered “while covering”). 
Divorce was the second detestable act of treachery that was profaning the sanctuary (v. 11). 
The verb forms in verses 13-14 are different from those in verses 11-12. This may suggest that 
Malachi was even more concerned with divorce than with intermarriage. Divorce profaned the 
sanctuary because the people continued to offer their sacrifices (v. 13) despite their marital 
betrayals. God’s refusal to respond favorably to their offerings (hence their tears; see Genesis 
4:4-5; Psalms 6:6-9) was probably linked to their continuing economic and social troubles 
(Nehemiah 9:32-37; Haggai 1:6,9-11; 2:16-19). Persistent sin renders worship meaningless. 
Marriage partner renders a word for someone with whom one is bound by friendship, 
common goals and commitments, kinship, or covenant, the latter being the case here. On 
marriage as a covenant, see Proverbs 2:17; Ezekiel 16:8,59-62; Hosea 2:16-20.

EPHESIANS 5:21
5:21. Paul ends a list of actions that show the Holy Spirit’s presence in a believer’s life by 
commanding submission to one another. In today’s society, the idea may seem odd. Yet in 
Christian fellowship we must be willing to learn from others, even from those who differ 
from us in age, gender, or station in life. We are also called on to serve one another and be 
willing to accept counsel and correction from others. An aggressive, arrogant attitude is the 
opposite of being careful in the way we live.

PSALM 34:3
The phrase Glorify the Lord with me; let us exalt his name together is an invitation to other 
believers to lift high the Lord’s greatness in their worship. David acknowledged who God is 
and what he had done for him. He invited all who would listen to join in God’s praise.
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