Worship Readiness & Children in

Corporate Worship

A Guide for Parents

Being “worship-ready” means so much more than simply sitting quietly in a
church service. For children, it involves being physically prepared, mentally
engaged, and spiritually open to hearing the Word of God and participating in
worship with the church family. Being “worship-ready” is something parents
should help young children anticipate and train for, celebrating when the time
is finally right to join in.

Why Children Belong in Corporate Worship
Children are important members of the church body. Including them in
corporate worship:

¢ Helps them learn by example

e Teaches them how to worship alongside the church family

e Reinforces that they belong
As we partner together, we pray your children will grow in faith,
understanding, and love for God, one Sunday at a time.

How to Know if Your Child Is Worship-Ready
Every child matures at a different pace. In general, a worship-ready child is
able to:

e Sit in a chair for the sermon without needing the floor, aisles, or constant

redirection

e Listen attentively, even if they don’t understand everything

e Participate appropriately in singing, prayer, and responses

e Respond to parental guidance with minimal disruption
If your child is consistently unable to meet these expectations, Kids Ministry
may be the best place for them to continue growing toward worship

readiness.
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How Parents Can Help Their Child Get Worship-Ready
Prepare At Home

e Talk about why we go to church and what worship is
e Share what will happen in the service and what is expected
e Read or summarize the Scripture passage ahead of time
Meet Physical Needs
e Use the restroom before service
e Have a snack if needed
e Make sure your child has a Bible and/or journal for drawing and taking
notes (sermon handouts are provided in the back of the sanctuary)
Set Clear, Loving Expectations
e Explain that the sermon is a time to listen quietly from a chair
o Clarify behaviors that are not appropriate (lying on the floor, wandering,
talking loudly, toys or devices)
e Practice sitting and listening at home in short increments
Sit With Intention & Lead By Example
e Choose seats where your child can see and engage
¢ Sit close enough to your child to offer quiet redirection
e Model attentiveness, children learn by watching adults
Encourage Participation & Growth
¢ Invite children to sing, stand, and respond with the congregation
e Help them listen for one main idea or word from the sermon
e Celebrate progress, not perfection

Developing a Worshipper’s Heart

The goal of corporate worship is not perfect behavior, but a growing love for
God. Worship teaches children reverence, attentiveness, and joy in God’s
presence, values that shape their hearts far beyond Sunday mornings.

Parents and church leaders partner together by modeling authentic worship

and helping children grow in maturity over time.
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