
September 29, 2022   

Hello, Grace Church! 

“It is required of stewards that they be found faithful” (I Corinthians 4:2).   

“As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s varied 
grace” (I Peter 4:10). 

Stewards.  When I was in my 20’s God challenged me about this matter of stewardship.  While 
attending a missions conference sponsored by InterVarsity, I went to a breakout session and 
heard an emphasis on stewardship that was both helpful and humbling.  A good steward is 
marked by a keen understanding that “mine is not to own, but to manage in the name of the 
owner.”  Everything I have is a gift entrusted to me by God.  He owns it all – my time, my talent, 
and my treasure. The faithful stewardship of life involves “managing in the name of the owner” 
all of the resources that God has generously entrusted to me.  

How are we all doing in the area of stewardship?  How are we doing managing all that God has 
generously given to us?   

Operation Christmas Child is Back! 

 

OCC National collection week is November 14-21. Visit the OCC table in the foyer this 
Sunday and pick up a shoebox. 
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Life Groups 
We are excited this fall about coordinating for eight weeks all of our teaching in Life Groups 
with the Sunday morning teaching in the worship service.  After the first two weeks, we have 
been receiving encouraging and helpful feedback about this study in the Beatitudes.  On Sunday 
mornings, we are planning for eight weeks, September 18 through November 6, to focus on 
Jesus’ teaching in the Beatitudes (Matthew 5:3-10). Throughout the series, there will be teaching 
on Sunday mornings related to one of the eight Beatitudes, and during the next week whenever 
each Life Group is meeting, there will be questions prepared by our pastoral team aimed at 
helping each life group to facilitate interaction and discussion.  The series title for our study in 
the Beatitudes is “Following Closer.” During this series we have said that the Beatitudes are not 
a prescription for becoming a Christian, but they are distinctive character qualities that Jesus 
desires to shape over time in the lives of those who trust Him.  

Pray for the counties of the Upper Peninsula during 2022   
In Matthew 9:38, Jesus said, “Therefore, pray earnestly to the LORD of the harvest to raise 
up laborers for His harvest.”  Our first move is in prayer.  It is not our only move, but it is our 
FIRST move. We pray first, and then we obey the “LORD of the harvest” and His prompting in 
taking next steps.  The need is great across the U.P.  About 80% of the population in the U.P. is 
essentially unchurched.  Of the 20% who are churched, those who are intent on getting 
underneath the statistics would say that “perhaps 8%” are involved in a gospel-oriented church 
and are following Jesus as a way of life.  In the Upper Peninsula, 51% claim no religious 
affiliation at all.  During 2022, we are praying for each county in the Upper Peninsula.  During 
the month of October, we are praying for Keweenaw County.  There are prayer cards at the 
Welcome Center in the lobby that you could take and put on your refrigerator, or in some 
prominent place in your home, as a reminder to pray in October for a movement of the LORD in 
Keweenaw County. It is not only a scenic and beautiful county that includes Isle Royale, but it is 
actually the largest county in terms of land mass in all of Michigan.  And yet it is also the least 
populated county in Michigan.  Join us during October in praying for a move of God in the 
Keweenaw. Pray for gospel impact.   



 

Ongoing Corporate PRAYER opportunities! 
- On Thursday mornings, we plan to pray together for an hour from 7 – 8 AM.  These 

times of prayer aim to be worship-based, with attention to Scripture, and a longing for the 
prompting of the Holy Spirit who is present with believers when we pray. I have 
opportunity to facilitate this prayer time. 

- On Tuesday mornings from 9 - 10 AM there is a Wives in Prayer gathering in Room 
206.  These times of prayer provide opportunity for wives to come before the LORD in 
prayer for their husbands. Deb Micheau facilitates this prayer time. 

- A Sunday morning prayer time from 9:15-9:45 in Room 204 is focused on looking to 
God for His empowering of the ministry on Sunday mornings – in the worship time, in 
Grace Kids, and for special needs in the church family.  

Men’s Meat and Greet at the home of Gary Cass! 
These are opportunities for men in the church to enjoy connecting with one another in an 
informal setting in a home.  Frequently it is an opportunity for men who are newer to the 
fellowship to meet men who have been around Grace for awhile.  Gary is making plans for 
October and November “Meat and Greet.”  Please contact Gary about participating in one of 
these evenings. 



 

Men’s Saturday morning Bible Study 
This Saturday morning Dean Mullins is facilitating a Bible Study for men that provides a chance 
for guys to connect and fellowship around the Word of God.  The study this Saturday morning is 
in Psalm 108 and 109.  It begins at 7:30 in Room 201 just off the gym.  Coffee is served! 

Play Group Meeting Again on October 3! 
Play Group is beginning again on October 3 from 10-11 AM.  This group provides opportunity 
for moms (and dads are welcome also) to visit while their children have opportunity to play with 
other children. The group is planning to meet on Mondays from now on. They will be meeting at 
Van Cleve Park until it is too cold.  Contact Laura Pardee or Shea Bosma if you have questions. 



 

Children’s Christmas Play! 
We’re excited to announce that a Children’s Christmas Play is being scheduled for Sunday 
evening, December 11.  Joyce Guindon will be in the foyer on October 9 and October 16 to 
answer questions and provide further information.  There are voice auditions scheduled at 7 PM 
on October 13.  Practices will be held each Thursday evening from 6-7 PM.   

 



Family Fall Fun Day! 

 
This is a ministry event sponsored by Grace Kids.  Grace Kids Family Fall Fest sign-ups are this 
Sunday in the foyer.   

Grace 101 Class on Tuesday evening, October 25, at 6 PM 

 

This class provides an introduction to Grace Church.  If you are new to Grace Church and you 
want to learn more about who we are, what we value, and how we are structured, this would be 
an excellent class for you attend.  This is a class that anyone can attend.  It is also a class that is 



an essential part of our membership process for those interested in formally identifying with 
Grace Church as members.  The class is facilitated by Pastor Jordan Pardee. 

This Sunday 
As we gather together for worship, in person and online, Pastor Dave and the worship team are 
planning to lead us in responding to God in worship. We look forward this Sunday to sharing 
together the bread and the cup as we remember the love of Jesus poured out at the cross. I’m 
planning to teach from Matthew 5:5 – “Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.” We 
are learning that each of these beatitudes is a character quality that over time Jesus is desiring to 
shape in us.   In preparation for Sunday, ask God for enabling to better grasp what Jesus is saying 
to us in Matthew 5:5 about the “blessedness of meekness.”  Join us this Sunday as we celebrate 
Jesus in worship, listen to Him as He teaches in the Sermon on the Mount, and as we remember 
Him and His sacrifice at the cross. We gather together for the worship of Jesus, and then scatter 
to follow Him throughout the week wherever we go.  

No Letter next week 
The Lord willing, Ann and I plan to be in Colorado next week.  I am on the board of a ministry in 
Colorado that is located in the mountains on the western slope near Marble, Colorado.  We have 
board meetings at Marble Retreat at the end of next week.  On Sunday, October 9, I am 
preaching in a church in Glenwood Springs, CO.  Pray that Ann and I would be instruments in 
the LORD’s hands in the board meetings and on Sunday at Mountain View Church. 

You are loved, Grace Church. The LORD is with us and He is worthy. 

For Jesus, 
Pastor Tim 


