5 Day Devotional

Day 1: The Perfect Timing of Grace

Devotional

Have you ever wondered why some stories hit us harder than others? It's often about timing. Matthew
understood this principle when he wrote his Gospel. He could have started with his own dramatic
conversion, but instead he waited nine chapters. He strategically placed his story right after Jesus
forgave a paralyzed man - the first time we see Christ offer forgiveness freely without any religious
ritual or sacrifice. This wasn't coincidence; it was divine storytelling. Matthew knew that by showing
Jesus forgiving sins freely first, readers would be left with a burning question: just how bad can
someone be and still receive God's forgiveness? Sometimes God's timing in our own lives feels
mysterious, but He knows exactly when we need to hear His voice of grace. Just as Matthew waited
for the perfect moment to share his story, God waits for the perfect moment to reveal His love to us.

Bible Verse

'Some men brought to him a paralyzed man lying on a mat. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the
man, "Take heart, son; your sins are forgiven." - Matthew 9:2

Reflection Question

Can you think of a time when God's timing in your life seemed delayed, but later you realized it was
perfect?

Quote

Matthew understood something powerful. He understood if | wait and | tell this later, at just the right
moment, it will land with far greater impact.

Prayer

Lord, help me trust Your perfect timing in my life. When | don't understand the delays or the waiting,
remind me that You see the bigger picture and Your grace always comes at exactly the right moment.
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Day 2: No One Too Far Gone

Devotional

Tax collectors in Jesus' time weren't just disliked - they were despised as the worst kind of traitors.
They collected money from their own people for Roman oppressors while getting rich in the process.
To a Jewish audience, there was nothing more foul or disgusting than someone sitting in a tax booth.
Yet this is exactly where Jesus found Matthew. Matthew doesn't try to soften this reality or make
excuses. He boldly declares that he was sitting at ground zero of his culture's worst sin when Jesus
called him. Why would he emphasize such a shameful detail? Because he wanted every reader to
understand a life-changing truth: no one is too far gone to be saved by Jesus. If someone like
Matthew - a traitor, a thief, a collaborator with enemies - could be forgiven and transformed, then
anyone can be. Your past doesn't disqualify you from God's love; it actually demonstrates the
incredible power of His grace.

Bible Verse

'‘As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax collector's booth.
"Follow me," he told him, and Matthew got up and followed him.' - Matthew 9:9

Reflection Question

What past mistake or failure do you sometimes think makes you unworthy of God's love?

Quote

No one is too far gone to be saved by Jesus.

Prayer

Father, thank You that no sin is too great for Your forgiveness. Help me believe that Your grace is
bigger than my worst failures and that You can use even my broken past for Your glory.
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Day 3: Jesus Knows Everything and Still Saves

Devotional

When Matthew describes Jesus seeing him, he uses a specific Greek word - horao - which means far
more than a casual glance. This word indicates complete knowledge and full recognition. Jesus didn't
just notice Matthew; He knew everything about him - his past betrayals, his current sins, his future
struggles, and his ultimate destiny. This is both terrifying and incredibly comforting. It's terrifying
because we all have things we'd rather keep hidden. But it's comforting because it means Jesus' love
for us isn't based on incomplete information. He's not going to be surprised or disappointed when He
discovers who we really are. He already knows, and He chose us anyway. While we often think we
need to clean up our act before coming to Jesus, Matthew's story shows us the opposite. Jesus
called Matthew while he was still sitting in the tax booth, still in his sin. God's love isn't conditional on
our performance; it's based on His character.

Bible Verse

'Your eyes saw my unformed body; all the days ordained for me were written in your book before one
of them came to be.' - Psalms 139:16

Reflection Question

How does knowing that Jesus sees all of you - the good and the bad - and still loves you change how
you approach Him?

Quote

Like, literally, what Matthew is writing is that when he was still in sin, when he was still in the tax
booth, Jesus knew everything and still called him.

Prayer

Jesus, thank You for knowing everything about me and still choosing to love me. Help me stop hiding
from You and instead run toward Your perfect love that casts out all fear.
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Day 4: When the World Sees Failure, Jesus Sees Future

Devotional

Everyone who looked at Matthew saw the same thing: a traitor, a sellout, a man beyond redemption.
But Jesus saw something completely different. While the world saw a hated tax collector, Jesus saw
a beloved disciple. While others saw a man trapped in sin, Jesus saw a future writer of Scripture. This
is the incredible difference between human perspective and divine vision. We tend to judge people -
including ourselves - based on current circumstances or past failures. But Jesus sees us through the
lens of transformation and potential. He doesn't see who we are; He sees who we're becoming. This
perspective changes everything about how we view our struggles and setbacks. That failure you're
facing? Jesus sees it as part of your story, not the end of it. That weakness you're battling? He sees it
as an opportunity to display His strength. When you feel stuck or hopeless, remember that Jesus is
already seeing your future victory.

Bible Verse

'Being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the
day of Christ Jesus." - Philippians 1:6

Reflection Question

In what area of your life do you need to start seeing yourself through Jesus' eyes rather than the
world's judgment?

Quote

When the world sees failure, Jesus sees our future.

Prayer

Lord, help me see myself and others the way You do - not as we are, but as who we're becoming
through Your transforming grace. Give me Your perspective on my struggles and failures.
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Day 5: From Striving to Grace

Devotional

The transformation from Levi to Matthew represents one of the most beautiful pictures of grace in
Scripture. Levi means "attached" or "joined to" - a name that speaks of constant striving to earn love
and acceptance through works and performance. But Jesus gave him a new name: Matthew, which
means "gift of God" or "grace." This wasn't just a name change; it was an identity transformation.
While the world still saw Levi the tax collector, Jesus saw Matthew the beloved disciple. This is what
grace does - it doesn't just forgive our past; it gives us a new identity and future. You may have spent
years trying to earn love, acceptance, or worth through your performance, achievements, or good
behavior. But Jesus offers you something better: the gift of being loved simply because you belong to
Him. Your identity isn't based on what you do; it's based on whose you are. You are His gift, His
beloved, His chosen one - not because you've earned it, but because of His incredible grace.

Bible Verse

'But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness." - 2
Corinthians 12:9

Reflection Question

What would change in your life if you truly believed your identity comes from being God's gift rather
than from your performance?

Quote

Jesus walks up to this man named Levi, whose very name is tied to striving for attachment. And he
calls him something completely different. Not striving, but grace.

Prayer

Father, help me stop striving to earn Your love and instead rest in the truth that | am Your beloved
child by grace alone. Transform my identity from performance-based to grace-based.
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