Summary

Pastor Mark delivers a powerful message about authentic worship, drawing from Psalm 63 where David
worships God while hiding in the desert from those trying to kill him. The sermon emphasizes that
everyone is a worshiper by nature - the only choice is what we worship. He vulnerably shares his own
struggles with idolatry, including his pursuit of material things like a Mini Cooper, hunting adventures,
and various projects that can become more important than pursuing God. He explains that worship is not
about performance, punishment, or penance, but about genuine pursuit of God. Using David as an
example of the greatest warrior who was also the greatest worshiper, he demonstrates that worship is an

intentional choice that can happen anywhere, anytime - not just in church services.

intro Prayer

Heavenly Father, we come before You with grateful hearts, acknowledging that You are our God and we
earnestly seek You. As we gather together in this place, we ask that You would help us to clear away all
the distractions, all the idols, and all the things that compete for our attention and affection. Open our
hearts and minds to what You want to teach us today through Your Word and through our time together.
Help us to be honest about the areas where we've allowed other things to take Your place, and give us the
courage to surrender those things to You. We pray that You would meet with us in a powerful way and
that we would leave here changed, with a deeper desire to worship You not just on Sundays, but every day

of our lives. In Jesus' name we pray, Amen.

ice Breaker

What's one thing you've been really excited about or looking forward to lately - maybe a purchase, trip,

hobby, or project you've been thinking about?

Key Verses

e Psalm 63:1-8
e Romans 12:1

e Psalm 24



Questions

e Pastor Mark shared about his struggle with pursuing 'the next thing' like a Mini Cooper or hunting
trips. What are some 'next things' that tend to capture your attention and compete with your pursuit
of God?

e David wrote Psalm 63 while hiding in the desert, possibly from his own son who was trying to kill
him. How does it change your perspective on worship to know that David chose to worship God in
the midst of such difficult circumstances?

e The sermon mentioned that worship is about 'pursuit, not performance.' What's the difference
between these two approaches to worship, and which one do you find yourself gravitating toward?

e Pastor Mark described worship as 'walking through a door' - an intentional choice we make. Can
you think of a time when you had to choose to worship God even when you didn't feel like it? What
was that experience like?

e The message emphasized that worship isn't contained to Sunday mornings but can happen
anywhere. Where are some places or times outside of church where you've experienced meaningful
connection with God?

e David said he thirsted for God more than water while in the desert. When have you experienced
that kind of desperate longing for God? What circumstances led to that spiritual thirst?

e The sermon talked about physical expressions of worship like raising hands, singing, or clapping.
What holds people back from expressing themselves physically in worship, and how can we
overcome those barriers?

o Pastor Mark mentioned that 'everything happens for God's glory and our good.' How does this

perspective change the way we can worship God during both good times and difficult seasons?

Life Application

This week, identify one 'idol' or 'next thing' that has been competing for God's place in your life. Make a
conscious choice to either remove it completely or hold it loosely, surrendering it to God. Additionally,
choose one time each day outside of Sunday to intentionally worship God - whether through singing in

your car, praying on a walk, or simply acknowledging His goodness in a moment of gratitude.



Key Takeaways

e Everyone is a worshiper by nature - we can only choose what we worship, and anything other than
God will ultimately disappoint us

e Worship is about pursuit of God, not performance, punishment, or penance - it flows from a heart
that recognizes God's mercy and goodness

e True worship requires clearing the stage of our lives from idols and distractions that compete with
God for our attention and affection

e Worship is an intentional choice that can happen anywhere, anytime - not just during Sunday
services but throughout our daily lives

e Physical expressions of worship engage our whole being and help integrate our body and soul in

connecting with God

Ending Prayer

Lord Jesus, thank You for this time we've had together to explore what it means to truly worship You. We
confess that too often we allow other things to take Your rightful place in our hearts and minds. Help us to
be like David - warriors who are also worshipers, people who choose to pursue You no matter what
circumstances we face. Give us the courage to identify and surrender the idols in our lives, whether
they're material things, relationships, achievements, or anything else that competes with You. Teach us to
worship You not just on Sundays, but every day - in our cars, in our homes, in nature, and wherever we
find ourselves. Help us to express our love for You freely, without fear of what others might think. May
our lives become a living sacrifice of worship to You. We love You and we choose You above all else. In

Your precious name we pray, Amen.



