Summary

This sermon concludes a series on worship, emphasizing that worship is not just what God deserves from
us, but what God desires for us. Pastor Jason explains that worship is an exchange - we give our
brokenness, weariness, and burdens to God, and He gives us strength, peace, and renewal in return. Using
biblical examples from Satan's fall, humanity's sin in Romans 1, and David's struggles in Psalm 42, the
message shows how worship recalibrates our perspective and fuels our souls. The sermon concludes with

communion as the ultimate example of God's exchange - Jesus taking our sin and giving us His grace.

intro Prayer

Heavenly Father, we come before You today with open hearts, acknowledging that we are real people
with real struggles in need of a real God. As we gather together in this small group, we ask that You
would quiet the noise of our circumstances and help us to hear Your voice clearly. Open our minds to
understand Your truth and our hearts to receive what You want to teach us today. Help us to be vulnerable

with one another and receptive to Your Spirit's leading. In Jesus' name, Amen.

ice Breaker

What is one thing that helps you feel refreshed or recharged when you're feeling tired or overwhelmed?

Key Verses

e Ezekiel 28:14-18
e Romans 1:25

e Isaiah 61:3

e Psalm 42:1-11

e Isaiah 40:28-31
e Psalm 63:5



Questions

¢ How does understanding worship as an 'exchange' change your perspective on why God invites us
to worship Him?

e Pastor Jason mentioned that 'idols always over promise and under produce.' Can you think of an
example from your own life or culture where this has proven true?

e David in Psalm 42 'quit listening to himself and started talking to himself.' What are some negative
voices your soul tends to listen to, and how can you redirect those thoughts toward truth?

e What does it look like practically to 'recalibrate your perspective through worship' when you're
going through a difficult season?

e The sermon described worship as 'soul oxygen' and 'fuel for the soul.' How have you experienced
worship sustaining you during challenging times?

e How can we worship authentically when we don't 'feel like it' without being fake or pretending
everything is okay?

e What are some practical ways we can create space for worship in our daily lives, especially when
we're feeling spiritually dry or emotionally exhausted?

e How does communion serve as a reminder of the ultimate exchange God made for us, and how can

this truth impact our daily worship?

Life Application

This week, identify one area where you've been 'listening to yourself' rather than 'talking to yourself' with
God's truth. When you notice negative thoughts, anxiety, or discouragement creeping in, practice
redirecting your perspective by speaking biblical truth over your situation. Set aside time each day to
intentionally worship God, even if you don't feel like it, remembering that worship is fuel for your weary

soul.

Key Takeaways

e Worship always involves exchange - we give God our brokenness and receive His strength, peace,
and renewal in return
e Worship recalibrates our perspective by helping us interpret life through God's character rather than

interpreting God through our circumstances



o Worship fuels the soul like food fuels the body - it's essential nourishment we need to survive
spiritually

¢ True worship is not pretending everything is okay, but declaring that even when things aren't okay,
God is still worthy and present

e We must stop listening to ourselves and start talking to ourselves with God's truth, especially during

difficult seasons

Ending Prayer

Lord Jesus, thank You for reminding us today that worship is not just about what You deserve from us, but
about what You desire to give us. Help us to remember that when we feel weary and burdened, we can
come to You in worship and find the strength and peace our souls desperately need. Teach us to make the
exchange - trading our ashes for Your beauty, our mourning for Your joy, and our despair for Your praise.
As we go from this place, may we carry with us the truth that You are worthy of our worship, not because

You need it, but because we need You. In Your precious name, Amen.



