THE LIFE OF THE NATIONS

331 God

of the Ages, Whose A

Imighty Hand

This hymn was generated by 19th-century centennial celebrations: the words by the Declaration of
Independence and the music by the adoption of the United States Constitution. Despite these origins, no
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1 God of the a - ges, whose al-might-y
2 Thy love di-vine hath led us in the
3 From war’s a-larms, from dead-ly pes - ti -
4 Re - freshthy peo - ple on their toil-some
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hand leads forth in beau - ty all the star-ry band g
past. In this free land by thee our lot is cast.
lence, be thy strong arm our ev - er sure de-fense.
way. Lead us from night to nev-er-end-ing day.
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of shin - ing worlds in splen - dor through the skies, l
Be thou our rul - er guard-ian, guide, and stay:
Thy true re - li - gion in our hearts in - crease.
Fill all our lives with love and grace di - vine,
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our grate - ful  songs be - fore thy throne a - rise.
thy word our law, thy paths our cho-sen  way.
Thy boun-teous good - ness nour -ish us in  peace.
and glo - 1y, laud, and praise be ev - er thine.
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specific nation is mentioned in this hymn of praise and prayer for peace.

TEXT: Daniel Crane Roberts, 1876, alt.
MUSIC: George William Warren, 1892
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THE LIFE OF THE NATIONS

O Beautiful for Spacious Skies 338
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1 O beau-ti-ful for spa-cious skies, for am-ber waves of grain,
2 O beau-ti-ful for he - roes proved in lib-er - at - ing strife,
3 O beau-ti-ful for pa - triot dream that sees be - yond the years
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for pur-ple moun-tain maj - es - ties a - bove the fruit- ed plain!
who more than self their coun-try loved, and mer - cy more than life!
thine al - a-bas-ter cit - ies gleam, un-dimmed by hu - man tears!
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A -mer - i-cal A-mer - i-cal God shed his grace on thee,
A -mer - i-cal A - mer - i-cal God mend thine ev -ery flaw;
A -mer - i-cal A - mer - i-cal May God thy gold re - fine
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and crown thy good with *broth-er-hood from sea to shin-ing sea!

con - firm thy soul in  self-con-trol, thy lib-er-ty in law!
till  all suc-cess be  no - ble-ness and ev-ery gain di - vine!
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*Or “servanthood” r

This text (inspired by the vista from Pike’s Peak and by a visit to Chicago’s Columbian World Exposition)
and tune (named MATERNA because it was composed for “O Mother, Dear Jerusalem”) were joined in 1912.
The combination proved immensely popular during World War I and afterwards.
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TEXT: Katharine Lee Bates, 1893, alt. MATERNA
MUSIC: Samuel Augustus Ward, 1882 CMD



We Wait the Peaceful Kingdom 3708
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1 We  wait the peace-ful king-dom, when wolf and lamb shall lie
2 Where is the peace-ful king-dom? When will this new day start?
3 Whenwars of des - o - la - tion and hate come to an end,

4 That lit - tle child shall lead us to walk the cho-sen way,
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in gen - tle - ness and friend - ship with-out a fear or sigh,
We long for peace and com - fort to reign with - in each heart.
when na - tion meets with na - tion and calls the oth - er “friend,”
to share the peace-ful king - dom, to greet God's new-born day.
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when li - on shall be graz - ing, when snake shall nev - er strike;
Yet not in our lives on - ly nor sim-ply in our home:
still peace in all its full - ness will on - ly have be - gun:
The child born in a sta - ble is sent to break our chains,
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a lit - tle child shall lead wus both strong and weak a - like.
we pray that all cre - a - tion will one day find sha - lom.
sha-lom for all cre - a - tion be - gins with jus - tice done.

to bring through word and ta - ble the day when jus - tice reigns.

This text paraphrases Isaiah 11:6-9 in the first stanza, then reflects on that passage in widening frames of
reference from self to all creation and identifies its “little child” with one born at Bethlehem. The tune is
named for the composer’s sister, his first piano teacher.

TEXT: Kathleen R. Moore, 2010
MUSIC: Hal H. Hopson, 1983

Tex

MERLE’S TUNE
7.6.7.6.D
t © 2010 The Hymn Society (admin. Hope Publishing Company)

Music © 1983 Hope Publishing Company



	331-God of the Ages Whose Almighty Hand
	338-O Beautiful for Spacious Skies
	378-We Wait the Peaceful Kingdom



