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SESSION COMMITTEES

Mission - Dan Farrer

Social Justice - Wes Bullock

Budget and Stewardship - Nancy Goulson, Vanessa 
Keith, Peter Perry

Worship -  Julia Linscott, Elizabeth Varney, Katie Whaley

Christian Formation - Michelle Gardner, Julia Linscott, 
Elizabeth Varney

Personnel -  Sarah Kercsmar, Ray Reynolds

Campus Ministry - Sarah Kerscmar, Vaessa Keith, Alicia 
Hart

Endowment - Tracy Bruno, Nancy Goulson

Welcome - Katie Whaley, Troy Cooper

Trustees - Zach Murphy, Dan Farrer, Jonah Falco

MSPC STAFF
Senior Pastor - Rev. Matt Falco
Business Manager - Kate Copley
Communication Director - Hannah Allen
Social Worker - Ashlee Vogelsang
Music Ministry Director - Ted Gentry
Children’s Ministry Director - Michelle Jones
Youth Ministry Director - Rob Wethington
Campus Ministry Director - Bailey Leibhart

CONTACT
Website: maxpres.org
Phone: 859-255-1074
Office Hours:  
Mon-Thurs 9:00 - 4:30
Friday - 9:00 - 4:00

The Maxwell Street App, available through the Apple 
and Google Play Stores, makes keeping up with MSPC 
worship, activities, and support easy.

Please note that Pastor Matt does not regularly 
check email on Fridays. For any pastoral care related 
concerns—on Fridays or any other day—he encour-
ages you to contact him directly at 814-273-0885 by 
text or call.

Reminder
Deadline for the December 2026 MIM is 
Wednesday, November 19, 2026.
Please submit all articles to 
Hannah - Hannah@maxpres.org

Cover Image
The Cover Image is a painting by Palestinian artist, 
Sliman Mansour (1947-2026), titled "Mother and 
Child", 2009. Mansour is considered to be a 
leading figure among comteporary Palestinian 
artists, and his artwork epitomizes art as a form 
of resistance.
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November Worship
NOVEMBER 1 - All Saints Day
	 Fauré Requiem
	 Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 
NOVEMBER 8  
	 Stewardship Dedication Sunday
	 Matthew 25.14-30 - "Enter Into The Joy"
NOVEMBER 15   
	 Guest Preacher
NOVEMBER 22 - Thanksgiving Sunday

	 Annual Meeting Luncheon

	 Hanging of the Greens

NOVEMBER 29 - First Sunday of Advent

	 Hope Draws Near

	 Celebration of the Lord's Supper

WORSHIP NEWS

Enter Into the Joy: 
Stewardship Dedication Sunday
Sunday, November 8th
Our 2027 Stewardship Campaign invites us to Enter 
Into the Joy of sharing in God's work through Maxwell 
Street Presbyterian Church. Every day, our congrega-
tion makes a difference in the lives of others through 
worship, education, music, fellowship, and service to 
our neighbors. All of this is possible because of your 
faithful generosity.

Please note that Dedication Sunday has been moved 
from November 15 to November 8. I will be away on 
November 15th as we gather with Lauren’s family to 
celebrate her mom’s life. This change will allow me to 
be present as we celebrate our shared commitment to 
the ministry God has called us to do together. I appre-
ciate your understanding. We hope you will bring your 
pledge card to worship on November 8 as we dedicate 
our gifts and ourselves to God's work in the coming 
year. If you are unable to attend, you can return your 
pledge card to the church office. Every pledge, regard-
less of size, makes a difference and helps us plan faith-
fully for the year ahead. Jesus reminds us that faithful-
ness brings us into the joy of God. As we consider what 
we can give, I hope we will also remember the joy we 
receive through giving. Together, let us Enter Into the 
Joy! - Matt

Advent at Maxwell Street
Draw Near
    This Advent, I have borrowed the title of Rev. Terri 
McDowell’s Advent Devotional for the theme of our 
season. I regularly turn to several resources for inspi-
ration for liturgy, and her writing is certainly on the 
list. The full title of the devotional is “Lighting the 
Advent Path with Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love,” and 
the cover features a small boy holding a lantern over 
his head as he walks along a dark path.

    My mind immediately turns to those words from 
John’s gospel that we read on Christmas Eve: “The 
light shone in the darkness, and the darkness did 
not overcome it.” 

    The season of Advent is an opportunity to re-
mind ourselves of, and cling to, those things that 
shine and shimmer with God’s love when the world 
around us can otherwise seem so bleak. The light 
reminds us that God's love is drawing near, often 
just when we need it most. 

    I know that the darkness can seem overwhelming 
at times, but I look forward to the glimmers of light 
that I know we will see this season at Maxwell Street. 
We will sing old, familiar carols, hear comforting and 
encouraging scripture passages, watch, with joy in 
our hearts, the children’s pageant, and share gifts of 
kindness and love with our neighbors who need it 
most.

    I hope you will find joy in these glimmers of light, 
too. I hope you will take the time to read Terri’s daily 
devotional with us, join us for worship, and let the 
light of God’s love shine in your heart.

    Let us prepare for God to draw near.

		  Grace and Peace,
			   Matt
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PHOTOS FROM MSPC
October was a busy month here at Maxwell Street! Enjoy some photos, courtesy of Rich Copley.
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Kerygma
Wednesdays at 10:30am
Fall 2026 Class Topic: Reformed and 
Always Reforming
This class will include Bible study, history, and 
personal reflection. Join Matt on Wednesdays 
at 10:30 am in the Library or on Zoom. (Contact 
Matt for Zoom Link). 

Words & Wine
Friday, November 6
Words & Wine Book Group will meet Friday, 
November 6th, hosted by Tammy Lane. They 
will be discussing the book, Buckeye, by Patrick 
Ryan. For more information or the address, 
please contact Tammy Lane (tammylane217@
gmail.com).

N.A.D.Y.A. Book Group
Sunday, November 1st, at 6:00pm
Hosted by Jason & Andrea Williams, N.A.D.Y.A. 
Book Group meets once a month to discuss 
interesting topics through literature. The group 
alternates between fiction and non-fiction. This 
month they will be reading and discussing, "The 
Heart's Invisible Furies" by John Boyne. For more 
information on NADYA and to join the discussion, 
please contact Jason (jasonmckinleywilliams@
gmail.com).

Stitchmates 
Saturday, November 14th, 12:00pm
Saturday, December 12th, 12:00pm
We meet in the Church Library to work on our 
current fiber arts projects including knitting, 
crochet, quilting, and other hand sewing crafts. 
Bring the projects you are working on and enjoy 
this time of fellowship! Questions? Contact Elise 
(elisekalika56@gmail.com).

3rd Space Sunday
Sunday, November 15th, 9:30am
3rd Space Sunday (aka Donut Sunday) happens 
on the 3rd Sunday of each month in the 
Fellowship Hall hosted by the MSPC Welcoming 
Committee. We hope you can join us for a 
morning of donuts, coffee, and fellowship! 

MSPC Young Adults 
Thursday, November 12th
Our 22–49-year-oldish (we don’t card!) 
young adults — both single and partnered 
— love connecting and deepening their 
faith together. You’ll often find them sharing 
meals at local spots, pitching in with mission 
projects, and helping lead church programs. 
Our Young Adults group will meet on November 
12th at 7pm at Emma and Nick’s home. For the 
meeting address, to RSVP, or for more specifics, 
please email Emma at ehs1031@gmail.com.

Thanksgiving Dinner and 
Annual Meeting 
Sunday, November 22, after worship
In the Presbyterian Church (USA), congregations 
are to hold an annual meeting to elect ruling 
elders and deacons and to approve proposed 
changes to the pastor’s terms of call. The 2026 
Annual Meeting will be held following the 
Thanksgiving Dinner on November 22nd in 
the Fellowship Hall. In addition to the official 
business, we’ll also learn who this year’s 
recipients of Endowment Grants are.

Hanging of the Greens
Sunday, November 22, after worship
We encourage anyone who wants to help to 
stay after the Annual Meeting to participate in 
this time–honored tradition of decorating the 
church in preparation for the Advent Season.

FELLOWSHIP & EVENTS
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COMMUNITY RESOURCES
National Family Caregivers Month
November is National Family Caregivers Month, a time to recognize and honor the more than 53 mil-
lion Americans who provide unpaid care to family members, friends, and neighbors living with chronic 
illnesses, disabilities, or age-related needs.

A couple of months ago, we held a training session at Maxwell Street to help us become a more
Dementia-Friendly Congregation. During that gathering, we were reminded of both the gifts and 
burdens that caregivers experience, and we committed to better serving those living with dementia and 
those who care for them. One of the most common challenges family caregivers experience is isolation. 
As caregiving responsibilities grow, opportunities for social connection often shrink. Appointments, 
medications, and daily care needs take priority over hobbies, friendships, and time for rest. Over time, 
these demands can lead to emotional exhaustion, decision fatigue, chronic stress, and a decline in a 
caregiver’s overall well-being.

This is one of the reasons communities of faith like Maxwell Street have such an important role to play. 
Having people who understand the challenges of caregiving, whether through personal or professional 
experience, can provide both practical help and emotional encouragement. Sometimes that support 
might mean offering a meal, running an errand, or providing a few hours of respite. Other times, it 
might be as simple as listening, checking in, or making sure someone knows they haven't been forgot-
ten. Caregiving is an expression of love, but it was never meant to be carried alone. In many ways, the 
support of a caring community is what makes it possible to sustain that love through the most difficult 
seasons of life.

This month, let's be especially attentive to the caregivers in our community. Let's look for opportunities 
to support them, express our gratitude for their faithful service, and remind them that they, too, deserve 
care.

Lexington has some incredible resources for anyone affected by Dementia or aging: 
Sanders-Brown Center on Aging (www.medicine.uky.edu/centers/sbaoa)
SBCoA works to improve the health of the elderly in Kentucky, focusing on clinical 
studies, community outreacgh, and clinical programs to promote healthy brain 
aging.

Age Friendly Lexington & Dementia Friendly Lexington (www.agefriendlylex-
ington.com) Age Friendly Lexington supports the efforts of neighborhoods, towns 
and cities to become great places for people of all ages. Livable Lexington is a 
collaboration of volunteers and  organizations working to make Lexington-Fayette 
County more livable for everyone at any age.

Bluegrass Area Agency on Aging and Independent Living (www.bgaaail.org) 
BGAAAIL provides a great online resources of programs designed for seniors and 
persons with disabilities. They publish an incredible book of resources, Pathways. 
We have copies of Pathways available in the Church Office!

ITN Bluegrass (www.itnbluegrass.org) ITNBluegrass provides safe, reliable, door-
through-door rides for older adults and people with visual impairments in 2 Ken-
tucky counties. ITN is a great resource for folks to safely get to doctors appoint-
ments, church, or even just a trip to the grocery store.
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CHILDREN'S MINISTRY

YOUTH GROUP
Youth Group Calendar
November 6 - 8:  MSPC Fall Retreat
November 15: Pie Day
November 19: Thursday Night Meal
November 22: Hanging of the Greens
November 29: No Youth Group

Pie Day
November 15th
It doesn’t even have to be a pie! Bring brownies, 
a cake, muffins, or whatever you love to bake. Our 
Youth Group is hosting this year’s Pie Day fundraiser 
to raise money for their 2026 Mission Trip to Guate-
mala. All treats will be $15. 

Guatemala Mission Trip
July 10-17, 2027 
Porch de Salomon has hosted short-term mis-
sion teams in Guatemala since 2006, and in 
recent years, over 20 trips per year! Most teams 
primarily focus on building small concrete block 
homes for impoverished indigenous families. 
No previous building experience is required 
to be part of our mission team! Teams also 
help staff free village medical or dental clinics, 
and work alongside Porch locals to host fun, 
flexible, afternoon Bible schools in the villages 
we are visiting. This mission trip is 
open to high school students and will 
be $500. Scholarships are available 
if needed and deposits are due by 
December 31st Please contact Rob 
with any questions (rob@maxpres.
org). You can register by scanning the QRC to 
the right. 

November Birthdays
Alan Gardner (November 15)

Children's Calendar
November 1 - Sunday School
November 8 - Sunday School
November 15 - Sunday School, GeNext
November 22 - Sunday School
November 29 - Sunday School, Advent Workshop

GeNext will meet again on Sunday, November 15th 
after worship for a fun rockclimbing adventure! GeNext is 
a group of vibrant 4th and 5th graders preparing to join 
Youth Group. For more information on GeNext, please 
contact Ms. Michelle (michelle.jones@maxpres.org)

Our most recent GeNext outing included a trip to the Arboretum 
where we walked around and enjoyed the fall scenery.
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS
Our stated October 2nd meeting was called to 
Order at 7:00pm and we opened with prayer 
and reflection about autumn based on a poem 
by recently deceased poet Wendell Berry. We 
then received new members Henry and Honey 
Johnson.

We then welcomed Melanie Tyner-Wilson and 
Megan Russell, who shared their personal
experiences of working with individuals 
diagnosed with autism. They discussed 
the challenges they faced finding inclusive 
churches and the negative experiences they 
had with various religious communities. They 
suggested many small steps, like involving 
individuals in choir, communion, or other 
church roles, and emphasized the value 
of creating welcoming environments. We 
will continue to look for ways to make our 
space friendlier and more inclusive. Thank 
you to Peter Perry for organizing this helpful 
educational opportunity.

Matt provided updates on several topics 
during the meeting. He discussed the 
potential ordination of Bailey, which will be 
examined at the November 13-14 Presbytery 
meeting, noting this could be the first LGBTQ+ 
ordination in our presbytery.

The Trustees also addressed concerns about 
the elevator project, explaining that three main
issues are causing delays: fire code requirements 
for the security system, electrical needs for 
separate circuits, and HVAC requirements for 
the mechanical room.

The Worship Committee requested that repairs 
not be done during the holidays, and the
Trustees are continuing to obtain quotes and 
plan for work to begin after December 27th.

Matt reported that the trunk-or-treat event 
scheduled for October 17th has generated 
about 13 car registrations so far, with a goal of 
20 participants.

The Session approved use of Presbyterian 
Peacemaking funds totaling $846.79 to 
support the visioning process. The group also 
discussed the possibility of creating fellowship 
opportunities for empty nesters, retirees, and 
seniors, with suggestions to explore daytime 
book groups and small-group dinners.

The meeting adjourned a little after 8:30 PM. 
The next stated meeting of the Session will be
November 2nd at 7:00 pm in the church library.

As part of our ongoing 
Stewardship campaign, 
"Enter Into The Joy", 
congregation members 
and resident Mr. Fix-It's, 
Warren Waxham and Bill 
Smith humorously shared 
about their experiences 
in keeping our church 
building safe and secure 
for us to continue wor-
shiping within. We will be 
celebrating Dedication 
Sunday on November 
8th. Learn more on Page 
3 of this edition of Max-
well in Motion.
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FINANCES
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MISSION
Random Act of Kindness
Food Drive for CRCKY
This month, we will be collecting shelf stable, 
non-perishable food items for our neighbors 
at CRCKY (Community Response Coalition 
of Kentucky). Items requested for donation 
include, flour, sugar, salt, spices, rice, pasta, 
canned fruit or vegetables, boxed meals, 
cereals, or shelf-stable milk products. All 
items can be brought to the Church Office 
during office hours.  

Good News from CRCKY
The US Immigration System has some unique 
features, including rules and regulations 
about who can help immigrants file for various 
immigration benefits (e.g., green cards,  
citizenship, work permits, etc.) and who can 
represent immigrants in Immigration Court. 
Lawyers can do any of this work, but so can 
some non-lawyers.  

There is a rigorous training program requiring 
courses, passing tests, and observing 
immigration court proceedings. The US 
Department of Justice manages this program 
by accepting  and reviewing applications 
and granting or denying accreditation.  A 
non-lawyer can apply and, if approved, can 
represent clients with immigration filings 
with the Citizenship and Immigration Service 
(USCIS).  

Dominique Olbert, Executive Director of 
CRCKY, was approved as a fully accredited 
DOJ representative in October 2026! She is 
the second person in Kentucky to obtain this 
status. This broadens the field of immigration 
work CRCKY can do, especially for those in 
detention and those in removal proceedings. 
And it couldn't have happened at a better 
time. ICE claims to have arrested 51,000 
immigrants in August, including children. The 
need for legal representation is exploding; 
CRCKY has taken one small step to address 
that need.

E7 Christmas Shop
Fellowship Hall
Once again we will be hosting the E7 
Christmas Shop on Sunday, December 6th 
from 1:00-3:00pm. It’s not too early to sing 
Christmas Carols and gather new or “gently 
used” items for the children to purchase with 
their $50 voucher for their family members. 
We need gifts for adult men and women, 
teens and children. We also need volunteers 
to help set up on Saturday, December 5th, 
from 3:00-5:00pm and Sunday, December 
6th,  from 12:30-3:30pm to assist the children 
as they choose that special gift for up to 10 
family members. We also need volunteers to 
wrap these gifts. This year we are expanding 
and inviting a few additional schools to shop. 
Our goal is to have 50 children. To volunteer, 
please contact Pam Boldt at 859-619-7737 or 
email at joeandpamboldt@gmail.com.

Clothing Closet Update!
Ashlee's Clothing Closet has finally reached completion, and she's deeply grateful to Dan and Ann 
Farrer for their generous assistance in installing the shirt shelves on the wall. Their support made it 
possible to finish the clothing room renovation. Ashlee is thrilled about opening in November and 
warmly welcomes donations of winter clothing and  household items to fill the what-not wall. 
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THANK YOU’S
Thank you to those who helped lead worship in 
October: Bailey Liebhart, Rob Wethington, Janet 
Lumpp, Jude Burnett, Blake Tremoulis, Hallie Gay 
Bagley, Jim Gardner.

Thank you to the acolytes: Blake Tremoulis, A.J. Rose 
Schwake, Clara Cooper.

Thank you to the choir and those who provided special music 
October: Loren & Dorothy Tice, Susan Carey, Gretchen 
Bishay, Lauren Falco, Iris Dooling, Doug Kalika, Stan Brunn, 
Jim Olive, Will Jones, Jay McNamee, Gabe Brown, Lucy 
Schapman, Nichelle Noble, Jackie DeCroo, Kristen Tidwell, 
Cindi Kupar, Jean Harper, Linda Ensminger, Janet Kalika, 
Drew Palus.

Thank you to the children’s choir for fun music on 
Children’s Sabbath. Thank you to Robin Morrill and 
Jay McNamee for leading the choir.

Thank you to Harry & Rowena Johnson for sponsoring 
sanctuary flowers in celebration of their anniversary. 
Other flowers were in dedication to all the volunteers 
that make things happen at Maxwell Street.

Thank you to those who served punch following the 
worship services in October: Jude Burnett, Kennedy 
Feltner-Happy, Anne-Claire Linscott, Jim Olive, Harry 
& Rowena Johnson, Tony Sidor.
Thank you to our greeters: Denise Reynolds, Sharron 
Townsend, Troy, Megan, Clara & Eli Cooper, Toni 
Carter.

Thank you to those who served as ushers: Katie Whaley, 
Anna Wethington, Lauren Schwake, Elizabeth Tremoulis, 
Ann Farrer.

Thank you to the Cooper family for providing donuts 
for Third Space Fellowship Time.

Thank you to those who volunteered at the Ronald 
McDonald House to prepare and serve dinner to 
guests: Jim & Michelle Gardener, Tish Platt & Matt 
McMahan, Joe & Pam Boldt, Melina and Juniper 
Windon, Sarah Barnett, Becky & Jamie Kemper.

Thank you to our Sunday School helpers: Michelle 
Gardener, Mary Iwamoto, Carol Jordan, Kari Bodlt, 
Sara Baird, Amanda Hale, Lily Bryant.

Thank you to those who made sandwiches for the 
Hope Mobile in October: Tom & Toni Carter, Troy, 
Megan, Clara & Eli Cooper, Heather, David & Penny 
Fruecht, Joe & Pam Boldt, Kay Roberts.

Thank you to those who volunteered with Thursday 
Night Meals in October: Leigh Buckley, Anne Chesnut, 
Bonnie Eads, Johnny Evans, Rich Copley, Kathy 
Riley, Susan Mossman, Sawyer Noe, Ella Woodside, 
Gauge Morris, Clay Noonan, Henry Stratemeyer, 
Jerrod Croley, E.B. Boylih.  Thank you to Kathy Riley 
for donating dessert to the Thursday meals. Thank 
you to Mary Iwamoto and Ann Farrer for donating 
veggies for the Thursday meals. Thank you to Alpha 
Phi Omega Fraternity and Transylvania Pike Fraternity 
for volunteering at the Thursday meals this month.

Thank you to Dan & Ann Farrer for helping Ashlee 
renovate the clothing room. It’s looking really good. 
Thank you to Jody Lambert, Pam Boldt & Annie 
Quarles for volunteering with Ashlee and helping 
organize the clothing closet.

Thank you to Jim Lumpp and Rob Wethington for 
fixing the streaming computer.

Thank you to Warren Waxham for unclogging the 
ice machine and for fixing the kitchen oven and 
stove. Thank you to Warren Waxham & Bill Smith for 
fixing the toilet in the Worship/Bride’s Room and for 
replacing the storm door on the custodial apartment.. 
Thank you to Tony Sidor for organizing the dumpster 
cleanout for Mahan garage. Thank you to Tony Sidor 
and Bonnie Eads for cleaning out the Mahan garage.

Thank you to those who put together backpack 
lunches for our friends at Maxwell Elementary in 
October: Jean & Greg Harper, Katie Thrailkill, Leigh 
Buckley, and Tom & Toni Carter.

Thank you to those who helped with the Trunk or Treat 
event at church: Jeff & Eddie Ehlert, Kristen Tidwell 
& Eric Meiners, Nicole Currier, Matthew Jones, Helen 
Richardson, John Waldrope, Warren & Mary Waxham, 
Elizabeth & Scott Tremoulis, Blake Tremoulis, Lauren 
Feltner Schwake, Troy & Megan Cooper, Kelly & 
James Telech, Trisha & Andrew Bernard, Kailee 
Lawson, Hunter Lawson, Janet & Jim Lumpp, Debbie 
& Melissa Acker, Zoe Cox, Ann & Dan Farrer, Lauren 
& Matt Falco, Jonah Falco, Sharron Townsend, Matt 
McMahan, Jim Olive, Tony Sidor, Cynthia Bruno, 
Ashlee Vogelsang, Marie Eldrige, Rich & Kate Copley.

Thank you to the Westminster Bell Choir for providing 
special music on the 11th: Mary Jo Dendy, Nancy 
Goulson, Robin Morrill, Janet Lumpp, Lucy Schapman, 
Jean Harper, Will Jones, Debi MacQuown, Nichelle 
Noble, Megan Hensley, Larry MacQuown.
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