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SESSION COMMITTEES

Mission - Dan Farrer

Social Justice - Wes Bullock

Budget and Stewardship - Nancy Goulson, Vanessa 
Keith, Peter Perry

Worship -  Julia Linscott, Elizabeth Varney, Katie Whaley

Christian Formation - Michelle Gardner, Julia Linscott, 
Elizabeth Varney

Personnel -  Sarah Kercsmar, Ray Reynolds

Campus Ministry - Sarah Kerscmar, Vaessa Keith, Alicia 
Hart

Endowment - Tracy Bruno, Nancy Goulson

Welcome - Katie Whaley, Troy Cooper

Trustees - Zach Murphy, Dan Farrer, Jonah Falco

MSPC STAFF
Senior Pastor - Rev. Matt Falco
Business Manager - Kate Copley
Communication Director - Hannah Allen
Social Worker - Ashlee Vogelsang
Music Ministry Director - Ted Gentry
Children’s Ministry Director - Michelle Jones
Youth Ministry Director - Rob Wethington
Campus Ministry Director - Bailey Leibhart

CONTACT
Website: maxpres.org
Phone: 859-255-1074
Office Hours:  
Mon-Thurs 9:00 - 4:30
Friday - 9:00 - 4:00

The Maxwell Street App, available through the Apple 
and Google Play Stores, makes keeping up with MSPC 
worship, activities, and support easy.

Please note that Pastor Matt does not regularly 
check email on Fridays. For any pastoral care related 
concerns—on Fridays or any other day—he encour-
ages you to contact him directly at 814-273-0885 by 
text or call.

Reminder
Deadline for the November 2026 MIM is 
Wednesday, October 21, 2026.
Please submit all articles to 
Hannah - Hannah@maxpres.org

Cover Image
The Cover Image is a quilted banner created in 
celebration of World Communion Day. This six-foot 
banner at the denominational offices in Louisville 
was created to illustrate the Peacemaking Offering 
for World Communion Sunday on October 5, 1997. 
This design was originally drawn in oil pastels by 
Dorothea B. Kennedy and was translated into 
fabric by Gloiela Yau Dolak.
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October Worship
OCTOBER 4 - World Communion Sunday
	 Philippians 3.4b-14 & Matthew 21.33-46

	 Rev. Matt Falco - Sermon: “Hold On”

	 Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 
OCTOBER 11 - Enter Into the Joy - Week 1
	 Psalm 106.1-6, 19-23 & Exodus 32.1-14
	 Rev. Matt Falco - Sermon: “Offerings”
OCTOBER 18 -  Children’s Sabbath Sunday

	  Guest Preacher: Bailey Liebhart, MSPC Campus 

	 Ministry Director

OCTOBER 25- Reformation Sunday

	 Leviticus 19.1-2, 15-18 & Matthew 22.34-46

	 Rev. Matt Falco - Sermon: “Which is the Greatest?”

WORSHIP NEWS
World Communion Sunday
October 4, 2026
World Communion Sunday turns 90-years-old this 
year. Created in 1936 at Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church in Pittsburgh, the goal was to highlight the 
oneness of the body of Christ, reminding believers 
that they are connected across cultures, languages, 
and denominations. On World Communion Sun-
day, we collect one of three annual special offer-
ings to the work of the PC(USA). Gifts to this Offer-
ing support the causes/ministries of racial justice, 
gender justice, peacemaking, global witness, and 
ecumenical and interfaith relations. These ministries 
work to ensure all God’s people have their place at 
the Table of Grace. You can either make a gift to 
the church indicating that it is for the World Com-
munion Offering or by going online to https://pcu-
sa.org/give-worldcommunion.

Children’s Sabbath Sunday
October 18, 2026
What is Children’s Sabbath Sunday? A service of 
worship or prayers during which the divine man-
date to listen to, follow, nurture, and protect chil-
dren calls us to act with an ecclesial urgency in 
responding to the needs of children today. While 
celebrating children and the gift they are to our 
community will certainly be part of this day, it’s also 
a sobering day. We remember and seek to better 
understand the disparities facing millions of chil-
dren in our country and the injustices that we too 
often leave unchallenged. 

Reformation Sunday
October 25, 2026
In Western Europe, the authority of the Catholic 
Church remained largely unquestioned until the Re-
naissance in the fifteenth century. Around 1450, the 
invention of the printing press in Germany made it 
possible for the masses to read the Bible and other 
religious texts, enabling the discovery of religious 
thinkers who began to challenge the Church. The 
term “Reformation” is used to describe the series 
of changes in Western Christendom between the 
fourteenth and seventeenth centuries.

In One A-Chord 
Sacred Music 
Festival
Friday, October 9th, 7:30pm
Maxwell Street is proud to be a part of the In One 
A-Chord: Lexington Sacred Music Festival again this 
year. Join us on Friday, October 9th from a sacred and 
classic musical offering from trumpeter/
composer, Jason Dovel, and Dr. Ted 
Gentry, our organist and Music Director. 
The concert is free, but please RSVP at 
the link in the QRC to the right.

Transylvania Presbytery 
Turns 240
Saturday, October 10th, 3:00pm
You are invited to join in the celebration of 240 years 
as Transylvania Presbytery, October 10th at the Pres-
byterian Church of Danville. Worship is at 3:00pm, 
followed by a recption in the Fellowship Hall with 
historical displays. 
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STEWARDSHIP 2026
Enter Into the Joy 
Stewardship season is a time when we, as a congregation, reflect on the connection between faith and 
generosity and are invited to make a financial commitment, or pledge, toward the church’s ministry for the 
coming year. This year’s Stewardship Campaign is called “Enter Into the Joy”.

The name comes from a parable in which a servant has been trustworthy and faithful with what has been 
entrusted to him. When the master returns and sees what the servant has done, he speaks those familiar 
words: “Well done, good and faithful servant.”

What we may not remember is what comes next: “You have been trustworthy in a few things; I will put 
you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.”

Enter into the joy.

I love that as an invitation to stewardship. It reminds us that stewardship is about more than meeting a 
budget or paying the church’s bills. It is about discovering the joy that comes from using what God has 
entrusted to us—our resources, our abilities, our time, 
and our lives—to participate in God’s work in the world. 
Throughout the season, we’ll hear from several Maxwell 
Street members about the joy they have discovered 
through giving and serving. I hope their stories will 
encourage all of us to think about where we find joy in 
the life and ministry we share.

Our Stewardship Season begins October 11. 
Come and enter into the joy!

 All Church Retreat
  November 6-7 (Youth will stay through Nov. 8th)
    “Enter into the joy of your master.” — Matthew 25:21

  Joy is not always something we can manufacture, and it is 
  not the same thing as happiness. Sometimes joy surprises 
  us. Sometimes it grows slowly through faithfulness, gener
  osity, community, and the discovery that our lives are con
  nected to something larger than ourselves.

Our time together on this retreat will be an opportunity to slow down, pay attention, and reflect on 
where joy is present in our lives and in the life we share as a church. We will think together about what 
God has entrusted to us, how we are using those gifts, and what it might mean to “enter into the joy” 
that comes from participating in God’s work.

Come ready to rest, reflect, talk, listen, laugh, and enjoy one another’s company. My hope is not that 
we leave with all the answers, but that we leave a little more aware of the joy God is already inviting us 
to enter.

Fees for Food and Lodging TBD based on the type of lodging selected. Fee not to ex-
ceed $45 per adult per night. Youth and Children will be less. If you have any questions, 
please contact Matt (matt@maxpres.org). Register for the Retreat via the QRC to the left.

“Joy is the reward, really, of seeking to give joy to 
others. When you show compassion, when you 
show caring, when you show love to others, do 
things for others, in a wonderful way you have a 
deep joy that you can get in no other way."

-- Desmond Tutu, The Book of Joy: Lasting 
Happiness in a Changing World
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Kerygma
Wednesdays at 10:30am
Fall 2026 Class Topic: Reformed and 
Always Reforming
This class will include Bible study, history, and 
personal reflection. Join Matt on Wednesdays 
at 10:30 am in the Library or on Zoom. (Contact 
Matt for Zoom Link). 

Words & Wine
Friday, October 9, at 6:30pm
Words & Wine Book Group will meet Friday, 
September 4th to discuss the book "The Song 
of Achilles" by Madeline Miller. Questions? 
Contact Lauren Falco (laurenefalco@yahoo.
com).

N.A.D.Y.A. Book Group
Sunday, November 1st, at 6:00pm
Hosted by Jason & Andrea Williams, N.A.D.Y.A. 
Book Group meets once a month to discuss 
interesting topics through literature. The 
group alternates between fiction and non-
fiction. This month they will be reading and 
discussing, "The Heart's Invisible Furies" by 
John Boyne. For more information on NADYA 
and to join the discussion, please contact Jason 
(jasonmckinleywilliams@gmail.com).

3rd Space Sunday
Sunday, October 18th, 9:30am
3rd Space Sunday (aka Donut Sunday) happens 
on the 3rd Sunday of each month in the 
Fellowship Hall hosted by the MSPC Welcoming 
Committee. We hope you can join us for a 
morning of donuts, coffee, and fellowship! 

Stitchmates 
Saturday, October 10th, 12:00pm
We meet in the Church Library to work on our 
current fiber arts projects including knitting, 
crochet, quilting, and other hand sewing crafts. 
Bring the projects you are working on and enjoy 
this time of fellowship! Questions? Contact Elise 
(elisekalika56@gmail.com).

Trunk or Treat
Saturday, October 17th, 5-7pm
It’s a new Maxwell Street event!  Join us on Sat-
urday, October 17, from 5:00–7:00 p.m. for our 
first Trunk-or-Treat! We need folks to decorate 
their trunks and hand out candy, and, of course, 
we need trick-or-treaters! You and your family 
are welcome to do both. No RSVP necessary for 
trick-or-treaters.

The Deacons will be serving a hamburger-and-
hot-dog dinner, and we’ll have some other fun 
activities as well. If you’re willing to 
decorate your trunk and hand out 
candy, please sign up at the QRC to 
the right.

All Saints Day
Sunday, November 1
The Chancel Choir and guest instrumentalists 
will present Fauré's Requiem during morning 
worship. This reflective choral masterpiece will 
feature harp, organ, and cello, as well as baritone 
and soprano solos. The names of those who have 
passed during the past year will be read during 
this meaningful service.

FELLOWSHIP & EVENTS
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RALLY SUNDAY
Rally Sunday was a great sucess! It was great to see so many of you in attendance. Our congregation 
was invited by our new neighbors, Community Response Coaltion of Kentucky (CRCKY) to tour their 
office on the first floor of the Blevin's House. The Deacon's also hosted a potluck lunch after worship. 
Thank tou to all who helped make this a great day for our Maxwell Street family! Thank you to our won-
derful resident photograph, Rich Copley, for these great photos of Rally Sunday.
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CHILDREN'S MINISTRY

YOUTH GROUP
Youth Group Calendar
October 4: Youth Group
October 11: Crop Walk
October 17: Trunk or Treat 
October 25: Chili and Pumpkins
November 6 - 8:  MSPC Fall Retreat

October Birthdays
Hailey DeYoung (October 12)
Anne-Claire Linscott (October 25)

Website Updates
Would you like to know more about Maxwell 
Street's Youth Group? Want to sign up to volun-
teer to take donations in the parking lot? Curious 
as to what events are coming up with the youth 
group? Check out the newly updated youth web-
site at www.maxpres.org/youth 

Youth Parking Fundraiser
Would you like to help the youth group raise 
funds for their mission trips? Volunteering 
to accept donations during UK 
events at Memorial Coliseum 
only takes an hour and is a great 
opportunity to support the youth 
group. To sign up, visit the QRC 
to the right.

CROP Walk
Sunday, October 11, 3:00pm
The 2025 Crop Walk is Sunday, October 12 at 
3pm starting at Second Presbyterian Church. 
This annual fundraiser is a multi-generational 
walk which promotes awareness and support 
for local hunger missions, especially through 
God’s Pantry Food Bank. You’re welcome 
to join in the fun and walk or simply support 
the CROP Walk by making a donation to the 
church for the CROP Walk. To register for the 
Walk or with questions about the walk, please 
email Rob (rob@maxpres.org).

October Birthdays
Marlee Hammond (October 3)
Ewan O’Carra (October 7)
Boone Bryant (October 8)
Aspen Ayers (October 12)

Children's Calendar
October 4 - Sunday School, No Children's Choir
October 11 - Sunday School
October 18 - Sunday School
October 25 - Sunday School, GeNext

GeNext will meet again on Sunday, October 25th after 
worship. GeNext is a group of vibrant 4th and 5th graders 
preparing to join Youth Group. For more information on 
GeNext, please contact Ms. Michelle (michelle.jones@
maxpres.org)

Sunday School students recently made delicious cookies 
depicting the story of Moses parting the Red Sea.
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS
It was a busy September Session meeting! 
Wes Bullock offered the opening reflection 
and prayer, reflecting a little on a recent visit 
to Montana, Edward Abbey’s Desert Solitaire, 
and Kathleen Norris’s Dakota. Wes helped us 
think about how we tend to carry our attitudes 
toward community with us wherever we go. 
Even solitude does not necessarily free us 
from our need for one another.

I shared an article from the Presbytery on ways 
congregations can more intentionally support 
older adults experiencing increased needs. 
One of the article’s main suggestions was to 
form a small, coordinated circle of care so that 
support is consistent rather than falling on one 
or two people. We shared and discussed various 
prayer concerns for congregation members. 
The previous minutes were approved, and 
Session also approved updates to the church 
membership records.

Budget and Stewardship reported that 
giving is currently ahead of budget. We also 
discussed a significant HVAC expense related 
to the sanctuary. Two sanctuary units needed 
new compressors. Session approved using 
$19,629.97 from the Major Maintenance Fund 
to replace them, leaving approximately $9,600 
in the fund.

An additional HVAC unit in the office failed and 
will cost approximately $14,000 to replace. 
Session agreed to cover the expense through 
the Operating Budget, which will add to a 
significant deficit in the Building Maintenance 
line for the 2026 fiscal year. Committees were 
reminded to begin reviewing their anticipated 
budget needs for 2027.

Requests to the Endowment Committee 
are due October 10, and the committee is 
encouraging committees and ministries to 
think creatively about significant projects 
that might benefit from endowment support. 
Bailey’s campus ministry continues to grow, 
with an average attendance of approximately 
eight students. Session approved the wedding 
of Laura Zolman and Matt Gomez to take place 
at Maxwell Street on Saturday, September 19. 
Updates were also shared regarding Bible 
studies, Christian formation opportunities, 
and the upcoming stewardship campaign.

I raised the question of how Maxwell Street 
might better serve empty nesters, retirees, 
and older adults through Christian formation 
and fellowship. I provided information about 
what other congregations are doing and asked 
Session members to have some informal 
conversations over the next month with people 
in this stage of life. The goal is simply to listen 
and learn what kinds of programs, gatherings, 
or opportunities might be meaningful.

I proposed a six- to nine-month discernment 
and visioning process regarding the Blevins 
House and church property. I asked Session for 
permission to form a group of approximately 
seven people who can help us think carefully 
about the future of the property, possible 
ministry uses, and how the space might best 
support Maxwell Street’s mission in the years 
ahead. Session approved the formation of the 
visioning group.

At our next meeting on October 5, Melanie 
Tyner Wilson will join us to talk about ministry 
with people with special needs.

Endowment Grant Requests
Requests Due October 10th
The Maxwell Street Endowment supports church programs and missions beyond the annual budget. We 
invite you to recommend worthy programs or projects for funding this year. Priority is given to MSPC-
supported programs. If you are interested, please provide a written or email request with justification 
by October 10th. The awards will be announced at the annual meeting, November 2, 2025. Questions 
or submissions? Contact Jim Gardner at jameswilsongardner@gmail.com.
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FINANCES

New Wineskin Capital Campaign Update
Campaign Goal: $735,000
Total Pledged: $617,440.87
Recieved To Date: $539,828.16
Thank you so much to everyone who has submitted pledges and payments to the New Wineskins Capital 
Campaign. If you have questions, please contact Kate (kate@maxpres.org) or (859-255-1074).
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MISSION
Ronald McDonald House
Friday, October 23rd,  from 5-8pm
Ronald McDonald House is a place for 
families to stay free of charge who have an 
child currently hospitalized at UK Children's 
Hospital. RMH provides these families with 
private rooms, meals, snacks and laundry 
facilities. The Mission Committee has signed 
on to help prep, cook and serve dinner on 
Friday, October 23rd. We have space for 8 
volunteers. The RMH chef will provide the 
ingredients and instructions for the meal and 
the Mission Committee will cover the cost of 
ingredients. You will prepare a meal for 50 
guests and package leftovers for families who 
may be at the hospital during the mealtime. 
For info, contact Pam Boldt (859-619-7737). 

Random Act of Kindness
Ronald McDonald House Pantry
Please check out the RMH wishlist to replenish 
staples in their pantry for our October 
Random Act of Kindness. Items can be 
dropped off in the church office (please mark 
RAK) or ordered on their Amazon Wish List 
and they will be shipped directly to RMH. You 
can find their Wishlist at the QRC to 
the right. The RMHC Pantry is used 
by parents and families staying at 
the house. They can grab food or 
snacks for themselves at any time of 
day or night.

Clothing Closet Updates
The Clothing Closet is currently closed 
to clients for re-organization. Ashlee has 
been hard at work to make the Closet more 
organized, easy to navigate for our clinets, 
and simple for our volunteers to restock. The 
Closet will reopen to clients in November.

Deck the Halls
Fellowship Hall
Once again we will be hosting the E-7 
Christmas Shop on Sunday, December 6th 
from 1:00-3:00pm. It’s not to early to sing 
Christmas Carols and gather new or “gently 
used” items for the children to purchase with 
their $50 voucher for their family members. 
We need gifts for adult men and women, 
teens and children. We also need volunteers 
to help set up on Saturday, December 5th, 
from 3:00-5:00pm and Sunday, December 
6th,  from 12:30-3:30pm to assist the children 
as they choose that special gift for up to 10 
family members. We also need volunteers to 
wrap these gifts. This year we are expanding 
and inviting a few additional schools to 
shop. Our goal is to have 50 children. Please 
consider helping to make this day special for 
the children and their families. To volunteer, 
please call or text Pam Boldt at 859-619-7737 
or email at joeandpamboldt@gmail.com.

 Porch de Salomon
  Donations Requested
  The summer of 2023, I visited Panajachel Guatemala with youth  
  group and last summer I returned with my mom and other   
  members of Maxwell Street. These trips have made a large 
  impact on my life and have opened my eyes to a new culture 
  and their different sets of needs. This November, my mom and 
  I will return to Guatemala to work on a new home for a family 
  in need. Porch de Salomon is a non-profit that provides 
  amazing housing and health care outreach to those in need 
  in Panajachel, but they don’t have enough funds to also provide them 

with smaller essentials for the families, such as vitamins and OTC medication we so easily access 
in America. I am asking for donations for the families we will serve this November.  As important 
as antibiotic ointment  and hydrocortisone cream are, toys like balls, chalk, and bubbles are just as 
essential, as these tangibles give us the opportunity to connect and experience joy with the children. 
Any donations are greatly appreciated and can be dropped off at the Church Office at any time. If you 
have any additional questions please talk to me or my mom, Julia. Thank you, Anne-Claire Linscott. 

Scan here to view 
the list of items 

requested for Porch 
de Salomon. If you 
purchase items for 

donation, please get 
them to Anne-Claire 

or Julia Linscott. 
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THANK YOU’S
Thank you to those who participated in September 
worship: Karen Williams, Janet Lumpp, Alicia 
Hart, Elizabeth Varney, Julia Linscott

Thank you to the acolytes: Liam Gardner, Clara 
Cooper, Bobby Eads, Blake Tremoulis.

Thank you to the choir and those who provided 
special music for the worship services: Robin Morrill, 
Susan Carey, Dorothy & Loren Tice, Will Jones, Jay 
McNamee, Nichelle Noble, Lucy Schapman, Gabe 
Brown, Stan Brunn, Jim Olive, Lauren Falco, Gretchen 
Bishay, Iris Dooling, Doug Kalika, Janet Kalika, Jeanne 
Harper, Cindi Kupar, Susan Liddle, Jackie DeCroo, 
Linda Ensminger.

Thank you to those who sponsored flowers for 
the worship services:  Hannah Allen & Drew Palus, 
in celebration of their first wedding anniversary; 
Laura Zolman & Matt Gomez, who celebrated 
their wedding on the 19th; Lou Anna Red Corn 
& Luke Morgan with thanks to God for the gift 
of fathers and friends, and in birthday celebration 
for Bill Morgan and Hydee Hawkins. 

Thank you to those who served punch following 
the worship services in September: Ann Farrer; 
Rob, Anna, & Frannie Wethington; Lauren Falco; 
Janet & Jim Lumpp in memory of Marcia & 
Richard Degener, Janet’s parents, on her Mom’s 
90th birthday.

Thank you to our greeters: Sharron Townsend, 
Troy, Megan, Clara & Eli Cooper, Ann Morgan, 
Toni Carter.

Thank you to those who served as ushers: Matt 
McMahan, Katherine Bullock, Jeff Ehlert, Debbie 
Acker, Elizabeth Tremoulis, Heidi Robbins Hall, 
Sharron Townsend.

Thank you to Ann Morgan for providing doughnuts 
for Third Space Fellowship Time in September.

Thank you to our GeNext volunteer, Doug Kalika. 
Thank you to Michelle Jones for creating such fun 
enriching experiences for GeNext.

Thank you to our Sunday School helpers: Michelle 
Gardener, Mary Iwamoto, Carol Jordan, Kari 
Bodlt, Sara Baird, Amanda Hale, Lily Bryant.

Thank you to those who made sandwiches for the 
Hope Mobile in September: Ray & Denise 

Reynolds, Jean & Greg Harper, Rowena & Harry 
Johnson, Caroline Thomas, Leigh Buckley.

Thank you to those who volunteered with 
Thursday Night Meals in September: Leigh 
Buckley, Anne Chesnut, Bonnie Eads, Johnny 
Evans, Rich Copley, Kathy Riley, Susan Mossman, 
Sawyer Noe, Ella Woodside, Gauge Morris, Clay 
Noonan, Henry Stratemeyer, Kristy Ehlert, Jeff 
Ehlert, Eddie Ehlert, Bob Rabel. Thank you to 
Alpha Phi Omega Fraternity for volunteering at 
the Thursday meals this month.

Thank you to Kathy Riley for bringing ice cream 
and cookies for the neighborhood meal. Thank 
you to Ashlee for donating tomatoes for the 
neighborhood meal.

Thank you to Annie Quarrels & Jody Lambert for 
organizing clothes in the Clothing Closet. Thank 
you to those who donated clothing, blankets, 
towels, and other items to the Clothing Closet.

Thank you to those who helped with recent 
bereavement receptions: Debbie Acker, Pam Boldt, 
Janet Lumpp, Sharron Townsend, Rich Copley.

Thank you to Pam, Joe, & Josh Boldt for spreading 
mulch on the playground.

Thank you to those who put together backpack 
lunches for our friends at Maxwell Elementary for 
the first month: Leigh Buckley, Tom & Toni Carter, 
Joe & Sandy Kyle, Jackie DeCroo, Denise & Ray 
Reynolds. 

Thank you from Cindy Cantrell & Jane Andreatta:
Thank you to the MSPC Community for your 
prayers and all your acts of kindness this past 
summer.  They were a true help.

The MSPC Worship Committee extends our heartfelt 
thanks to Mary Waxham for her years of dedicated 
service to the congregation. Mary is steadfast, 
caring and loving as she seeks ways to make the 
worship experience enjoyable for everyone. Many 
of you receive emails from Mary inviting you to 
help serve communion. We appreciate everyone's 
eager responses and Bill Smith's homemade bread. 
Her firm faith, positive attitude and generous spirit 
will be missed at the third Monday of the month 
meetings. Please join us in thanking Mary for her 
unsung contributions. (If you would like to join the 
Communion Team, please contact Janet Lumpp, 
janet.kay.lumpp@gmail.com).
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