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Welcome Rev. Jennifer Hallberg! 
How would you introduce yourself to us? 
I am a beloved child of God, cradle Presbyterian, and lover of 
all animals. I was born and raised in Florida. However, my 
extended family is from southwestern Pennsylvania, New York 
and West Virginia, and Tennessee. In my spare time, I enjoy 
hiking, reading, knitting, and learning about local history. I 
have been serving as a minister for 2 years and youth director 
for 5 years. I graduated from Austin Presbyterian Theological 
Seminary in 2019. Prior to that, I served two years with the 
young adult volunteer program in New Orleans, LA and 
Austin, TX. I have a Bachelor's in Mathematics and Teaching. 
Currently, I have two cats Jasper and Milo who I frequently 
refer to as "the boys" who are my children. I  enjoy playing 
Dungeons and Dragons and watching sci-fi shows like Dr. 
Who. My favorite youth activities growing up 
frequently involved fellowship and community outreach activities including: Habitat for Humanity 
builds, helping clean up after hurricanes, or serving the local congregation and community. I look 
forward to seeing God at work in the life of the youth and young adults of the community, as I believe 
they have such a unique view on our world and have a very important statement to make about the 
future.  

When asked to describe the ministry setting to which you believe God is calling you, Jennifer wrote this:  
As a LBGTQIA pastor, God is calling me to open the table wider by making it accessible for all. This 
means that as people of God, we must meet others where they are and build relationships with them. I 
find joy in discovering these connection points between the world in which we live and the communities 
in which we worship. I am called to discover a way to open the table of grace to all of God’s people. 
Through work with the community, the denominations, and work with our understanding of God, I 
believe that we can live into God’s love by showing our neighbors that the church can still be relevant.  

I am called to a position where the love of God is shared through multiple means, including sermons, 
pastoral care, fellowship events, and other ways. I feel called to a position that encourages a 
congregation to show God's love to the community, the church, and even business by exploring how that 
love can be shared in creative ways. I feel called to a position that works with the denomination’s 
Matthew 25 initiative. I hope to serve a church that affirms and lifts up their staff and pastors by 
reminding them that they are loved and called to this work. I enjoy serving in areas where LBGTQIA 
persons are welcome to serve in all areas of the church and leadership. I am excited to serve a 
congregation that seeks to actively engage persons of color, differing abilities, and LBGTQIA 
communities. I hope to serve in a church that desires to show God's love for ourselves and one another.  



A written Statement of Faith is part of the interview process and something each candidate shares with 
their potential congregations. Here is Rev. Jennifer Hallberg’s statement: 

I believe God knows all, is all present, is almighty, loves without ceasing and gives unending grace. I 
believe in one God revealed in three ways of being: God the parent, Jesus Christ the savior, and the Holy 
Spirit the sustainer. I believe that God is beyond all gendered terms and welcome and loving to all.  
I believe in Jesus Christ son of God, born to the virgin Mary and conceived by the Holy Spirit. Jesus was 
God incarnate, fully human and fully God. Jesus revealed God to us by parables and miracles. He 
embodies for us what it means to be human beings created in the image of God, who live as children of 
God in a full loving communion with God and one another.  

Jesus died on the cross, so that all may know the forgiveness and grace of God, and relationship with 
God. On the third day, he rose from the dead, and later ascended to heaven. He will return to dwell with 
us forever in the new heaven and earth in a perfect relationship.  

I believe the Holy Spirit is God tending to our daily walk and speaking in every moment. As the Holy 
Spirit empowered the disciples, so too the Holy Spirit empowers and guides us to proclaim the love of 
God and living into that proclamation.  

I believe sin is the result of our straying from God. As broken people, I believe that we are tempted to 
sin at every moment. We fail to love and welcome all by trying to put our limits on grace. I believe that 
grace and ministry is open to all people.  

I believe the Bible, when enlightened by the Holy Spirit, reveals who God is and God’s actions through 
time, so that we may know who we are and what we are called to do. It is illuminated by the 
interpretation of the whole faithful community throughout history. It is written by many authors over 
time with different perspectives, languages and interpretive lenses.  

I believe through baptism and communion, we join with all believers in every time and place. I believe 
baptism enacts and seals our adoption into a covenant relationship with God and the body of Christ. I 
believe communion is a sign of our thankfulness for God’s continued faithfulness from the first Passover 
until the last days. It is a sign of the covenant relationship that we have with God and one another 
through Jesus’s sacrifice. I also believe that communion is the gracious feast that all are welcome, and is 
a foretaste of a promised future.  

I believe the church is the body of Christ, called to bring the love of God to all. God charges the church 
with being and sharing the message of hope, joy, love, Christ’s teaching to everyone and being a and 
safehaven to all. The church is shaped by believers who have gone before us and reflect how to be 
compassionate, gracious, and the selfless presence of God to all. The church is broken yet redeemed; 
reformed and forever reforming; and a community of faith returning everything to God.  

Though we will die a physical death, living in a covenant relationship with God, we shall be raised to 
new life with all believers. 


